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The Ordination of Sally Azar
22 JAN ,  2023

The ELCJHL is proud to announce the ordination of Reverend Sally
Azar to be a pastor in the ELCJHL. The ordination ceremony
happened on January 22nd, 2023, with an attendance of over 500
local and international guests.
Sally is the first Palestinian woman to be ordained and serve in
Palestine. She will serve the English-speaking congregation of the
Lutheran Church in Redeemer as well as the ELCJHL congregation
in Beit Sahour. We are so proud to be making history in the name
of gender justice, and paving a way for the women and girls in our
church to feel their voice matters.
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Church of Beit Sahour
REV.  DR.  MUNTHER ISAAC

On the occasion of the Week of Prayer
for the Unity of Christians, priests and
patrons of the churches of Bethlehem
Governorate hold a prayer at the
Lutheran Evangelical Church, Beit
Sahour with the participation of all
churches (pictured above).

Congregational
Ministry

CONDEMNATION OF
VANDALISM OF THE

JERUSALEM PROTESTANT
CEMETARY

On New Years Day, footage from of
the site showed two young men
wearing kippahs and tallit kattans
smashing stone crosses atop
gravestones and even a carving of
the second Protestant Bishop of
Jerusalem. In total, more than thirty
graves were desecrated.
The statement on the Recent
Vandalism and Desecration of the
Protestant Cemetery on Mt. Zion
condemning this shameless act of
hate, signed by the Patriarchs and
Heads of the Churches in Jerusalem,
was recently published on our
Facebook page.

May all who have come to their final
resting place in this cemetery do so
in peace. We pray for a just response
to this crime.

Church of Reformation
REV.  ASHRAF TANNOUS

The Church of Reformation hosted the
delegation of ELCA bishops here as
well as LWF General Secretary Anne
Burghart and her LWF delegation. This
was a wonderful way for our
international partners to experience
one of our worships, and we loved
welcoming them to our service.

Church of Hope
REV.  RODNY SAID

The Church of Hope congregation is
greatly anticipating their new church
hall, the opening ceremony of which
will be held the first Sunday in
February. 

Church of Redeemer
REV.  FURSAN ZU'MOT

The Redeemer congregation
continued weekly Bible Studies into

the new year.  This congregation
was excited to host the attendees of
Rev. Sally's ordination in their home

sanctuary.

Christmas Lutheran
Church
REV.  DOCTOR MUNTHER ISAAC

Christmas Lutheran hosted many
international delegations this
month, who got to hear and see
how Lutherans worship in
Bethlehem. Construction plans for
the church continue, as well as
weekly bible studies and women's
group meetings.

Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church

REV.  IMAD HADDAD

The women's group of the Good
Shepherd church continues to meet

weekly and do special activities
such as yoga or bible study. The

Good Shepherd Church was pleased
to host Rev. Doctor Munther Isaac to

deliver a lecture about theology in
the Palestinian context. 
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School of Hope
RAMALLAH

Ramallah students staged a historically traditional
"wedding" this month with students, to teach about the
rich history of Palestinian culture. Students dressed up,
made and ate traditional foods, and learned about these
special and important customs.

Educational Ministry

Lutheran School of Beit Sahour
BEIT SAHOUR

ELS hosted a breakfast for this year's seniors,
celebrating the hard work they've put in this year
preparing for the Palestinian government exam. ELS also
hosted a delegation from Jerusalemsverein to the
school, and was honored to show them around and have
them meet some students.

Dar Al Kalima
BETHLEHEM

DAK received the ELCA delegation this month, and showed them
much of what ELCJHL schools have to offer, including a Dabkeh
performance, sitting in on a classroom, and talking with students.
We love any chance to show our partners the important ministry
we do at our schools.

Talitha Kumi
BEIT JALA

Talitha Kumi also received many visitors this month, including
Berliner Missionwerk and Jerusalemsverein, and the students,
teachers, and administration enjoyed showing them the school.
This month TK also held the regional competition of youth music
this month, in which students were able to compete and
showcase their incredible musical talent.
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Visit from International Bishops
AMERICAN AND CANADIAN DELEGATIONS VISIT  EEC

A delegation of 26 bishops from the ELCA, as well as a small delegation
from the EICC led by Bishop Susan Johnson visited the EEC this month.
The EEC was honored to have such special and important visitors. The
bishops walked through the center's botanical gardens, learned about
the center's bird ringing, and the environmental work the EEC does in
Palestine; its research, environmental education with the students, and
environmental activism in the community. This was an important way
for our partners to learn about the EEC and our work, and we were
honored by their visit.

Environmental
Ministry

NATIONAL DAY OF THE TREE

The Environmental Education
Center issued a special bulletin for
Tree Day, which falls on January 15
every year. This bulletin recalled
the center's initiatives to increase
Palestine’s biodiversity through
the initiatives: “A Tree for Every
Student,” launched by Executive
Director Mr. Simon Awad planted a
tree for each student participating,
while “A Tree for Life” by Bishop
Sani Ibrahim Azar worked to plant
trees to correspond to the number
of Corona victims in Palestine.

Trees are the lungs of the earth,
keeping fresh air by absorbing
CO2 and producing oxygen. About
half of the oxygen in the air comes
from plants, but trees are a prime
source too. The mature leafy tree
also produces enough oxygen for
2 - 10 people per year.

It has been shown that in one year
a single tree can absorb an
amount of CO2 equivalent to that
of a car that has traveled about
3500 kilometers. It also provides
cooling and heating that would
amount to costs of $2.1 billion
annually. 

Planting Workshops
TEACHING OUR YOUNG ONES ENVIRONMENTAL CARE

The EEC launched an awareness activity on the importance of plants
and how to care for them, which targeted the Lutheran School
kindergartens. The children learned about medicinal and aromatic plant
properties, and planted flowers and other plants in the kindergarten's
green space.
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Visits from Partners
PARTNERS VISIT  WITH DIACONAL MINISTRY DIRECTOR
MRS.  RANA ZEIDAN

In lieu of Reverend Sally Azar's ordination, many partners to the ELCJHL
came to visit the Diaconal Center. Our Finnish partners from FELM and
the Kupio Diocese (below), as well as our partners from the Netherlands
at Kerk in Actie (above), heard about some of the work of the center, as
well as future plans for more outreach, a larger capacity of care, and
more community-intensive programming. We were so happy to
welcome these wonderful partners to the ELCJHL to Palestine.

Diaconal
Ministry

DEAF MINISTRY LEARNS
SIGN LANGUAGE

The Deaf Ministry of the Diaconal
Ministry kicked off 2023 with some
sign language training. Members
were very excited to receive
additional training in this subject, as
it is not very easy to find lessons in
sign language in the Bethlehem area.
This was also a great way to bond
closer to other members of the Deaf
Ministry. We are so blessed with
such a vibrant Deaf Ministry
community, and look forward to a
full year of joy with them.
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First Woman Pastor in Palestine
ELCJHL MAKES GENDER JUSTICE HISTORY

After almost two years of preparing workshops, facilitating open
dialogue, and supporting our very own Rev. Dr. Munther Isaac in his
writing of the book "Women Leadership and Ordination in the ELCJHL",
we were so proud to support Reverend Sally Azar as she was ordained
as the first woman pastor in the ELCJHL and in Palestine as a whole. As
this is a new and criticized development in the story of Christians in the
Holy Land, the abundance of your presence sent a powerful message to
our local and international community that the presence of women
clergy is not only accepted, but encouraged—even necessary.
With this new statement, our church enters a new era. There will be
many challenges, as this stir in the community requires many
adjustments in our society. We are already planning conferences,
workshops, and panels to start community conversation that may
facilitate more open dialogue and understanding.

Gender Justice
Ministry

INTERIM PROGRAM
MANAGER MS.  TAMAR

HADDAD

Our wonderful Gender Justice
Program Manager Mrs. Ranan Issa
has had her baby, and thanks be to
God it is a healthy baby boy named
Zayd! While she is on some well-
deserved maternity leave, our
Gender Justice Ministry is in the
more than capable hands of Ms.
Tamar Haddad. Tamar is an author of
a book even at her young age of 26,
completed her degree in Music and
Entrepreneurship at California
Lutheran University, and has  rich
experience in project management,
public speaking, and gender justice.
She just returned from the States,
and is living in Bethlehem. We are
so excited she is here with us.

Meet our Gender Justice
Program Coordinator
MS. SHADIN NASSAR

The ELCJHL is privileged to have the
new help of our Gender Justice
Program Coordinator Shadin Nassar,
starting this month. Shadin is an LWF
youth, has a rich background in gender
justice work, and is an active member
of the Christmas Lutheran
Congregation in Bethlehem.


