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He is Risen! He is
Risen Indeed!
Alleluia!
Easter in the Holy Land: from
joint services to Old City
marches, we rejoice in the
resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Palm Sunday &
Maundy Thursday &
Good Friday
& Easter Sunday
From
our
educational
ministries, to environmental,
diaconal, and gender justice
ministries, this month was
centered around the religious
holidays.

Palm Sunday

Churches throughout the ELCJHL synod celebrated the joy
of Palm Sunday together throughout Palestine and Amman.
Here in the Holy Land, Many children receive palm-themed
arrangements and process into the sanctuary together.

Zecheriah 9:9: "Rejoice, O people of Zion! Shout in triumph, O people of
Jerusalem! Look, your king is coming to you. He is righteous and victorious,
yet he is humble, riding on a donkey— riding on a donkey’s colt."

Maundy Thursday

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you
must love one another." John 13:34.

Each of our different language-speaking congregations
who call the Church of Redeemer home, in addition to our
neighbors at the Anglican church, worshipped together
on Maundy Thursday, followed by a march through the
Old City to the Garden of Gethsemane. There, multilingual songs and prayers were shared before departing
for the night. Congregations in the West Bank and
Amman broke bread in their own churches, remembering
Jesus's last supper in their communities.

Good Friday

In our Bethlehem, Beit Jala, Ramallah, Amman, and Beit
Sahour congregations, members worshipped, stripped the
altar, and reflected together about the meaning of this holy
day.
In Jerusalem, Anglicans and Lutherans alike walked the Via
Dolorosa together, sharing prayers in many languages, and
song as we marched.
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes
in him should not parish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son
into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be
saved through him. John 3:16-17

EASTER SUNDAY & HOLY FIRE
We celebrate the resurrection of
Christ among our congregations
with song, breaking bread
together, and fellowship.

A note about Sabt il-Noor
Sabt il-Noor, literally translated to "Saturday of fire", is an
Orthodox tradition, where fire believed to be sparked in the
Church of the Holy Sepulchre, is processed to all Orthodox
churches throughout the world. This year, Israeli restrictions
limited thousands from attending this holy event. Friend to
the ELCJHL, Anglican Priest Don Binder, shares this reflection:

Romans 6:8-11: "Now if
we died with Christ,
we believe that we will
also live with him. For
we know that since
Christ was raised from
the dead, he cannot
die again; death no
longer has mastery
over him."

"Imagine you are driving across town to attend Easter Day
services in your church. Only when you arrive, you find that
the surrounding area has been cordoned off by barricades
manned by hundreds of armed police.
No crime has been committed, you're told. But the authorities
have decided that they are only allowing a few people inside
to attend Easter services that day--and you're not one of those
included.
Now imagine in that same cordoned-off section of town, there
is also a synagogue and mosque. Unlike their treatment of
Christians, the police are freely admitting those who wish to
attend their Passover or Ramadan services--many hundreds,
in fact.
Sound like some Orwellian alternative reality? Or perhaps
some distant third-world country? No. That was yesterday
here in Jerusalem during Eastern Orthodox Easter.
Less than two weeks ago, police summarily announced to the
church leaders in Jerusalem that they were reducing by 90%
those allowed to attend Easter eve services at the Church of the
Holy Sepulchre--limiting attendance to 1,000 worshipers for a
church that can hold more than 10,000 people. What's more,
they were only going to permit 500 people from outside the
Old City inside to join in the Easter festivities."

EDUCATIONAL MINISTRIES

Also this
month...

Winners of ItalianPalestinian writing
competition, DAK

M.U.N. students, TK

Finnish
Delegation
visit ELS

Happy Easter and also
Ramadan Kareem! This
month was special to all of
our students regardless of
their religion. Through
arts and crafts, class
celebration, and extra time
for family, we love marking
this holy time of year in
our school communities.

ENVIRONMENTAL MINISTRY

A Spring Festival!
This month was the EEC's spring festival! At this
festival, winners of the center's art, photography,
and writing competitions were honored for their
creative work expressing the importance and
beauty of the Palestinian environment. The
festival included Dabkeh, musical, acting, and
singing performances from students and local
professionals. We are so proud of our students
for their environmental passion and leadership!

WOMEN'S DESK

Environmental Justice & Gender Justice:
A Joint Event
When discussing Gender Justice in
Palestine, there are many overlaps with the
environment, especially when considering
Palestine in each of these topics. This
month, women from each of our Palestinian
congregations came to the Environmental
Education Center, and learned about
Palestinian biodiversity, the important role
of women in Palestinian environmental
activism, and environmental stewardship.
This was a great joint-event between
ELCJHL ministries, and participants learned
a lot!

DIACONAL MINISTRY

Egg
Hunt &
Kid Fun

During Holy Week, the Diaconal Ministry of the ELCJHL put on a
kid's Egg Hunt event for anyone who wanted to come. Kids
from the local area enjoyed Easter-themed crafts, a clown,
face-painting, and, of course, egg hunting! This event was free
to all, welcoming any child who wished to come. This is a great
way for the neighborhood to learn more about the ELCJHL's
Diaconal Ministry, and to make the Easter season special for
our kiddos!

