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We celebrate the coming of Jesus Christ in our congregational,
academic, and stewardship communities.

O little town of Bethlehem...and Beit Sahour, Beit Jala, Jerusalem, and Ramallah! We rejoice
in this Christmas season as informed COVID-19 safety protocols allow us to gather (with
caution) in-person.
With international simulcasts, local tree-lightings, Advent gatherings, and Christmas caroling,
each part of the ELCJHL delights in this wonderful season.

Though this is the darkest time of the year, we remember the light of the star over
Bethlehem , which offered hope and light to local shepards and traveling wise men. We
remember how the smallest, most vulnerable member of the community, a baby, was
cause for enough hope to change the nations. A great leader was born in a little town under
occupation.
This Christmas we hold hope close to our hearts, and thank our partners near and far for
walking with and accompanying us as siblings in faith, partners in hope, and colleagues in
mission for a future of unity, justice, and peace.

CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTMAS COMMUNITIES
Each congregation of the ELCJHL has a different flavor of Christmastime celebration.
Congregations gathered for evening hymns and food, choirs sang Christmas carols together,
and each tree was decorated amidst community and laughter.
Church of Hope this season was filled with song! Our community choir performed on
Christmas much to the delight of the church
members, and our church hosted the School of Hope
Christmas program. The Hope congregation enjoyed
beautiful services on Christmas eve and day together.
Good Shepherd kicked off the Christmas
season with a beautiful bazaar displaying handcrafted art and work done by local artists. The
congregation enjoyed coming together as a
community and celebrating local craftsmanship.
The Church of Redeemer hosted a luncheon
this month for the congregation to gather and
celebrate the Christmas season. The Redeemer
congregation additionally celebrated their youth
by holding a youth concert, with a kids program
to follow.
The Lutheran Church of Beit Sahour hosted a Christmas bazaar this holiday season, and a
Christmas festival in partnership with the Beit Sahour YMCA. The church celebrated "Children's
Day" on the 17th, and members from the Beit Sahour congregation helped with Christmas tours
of the town for the whole community.
The Church of the Reformation has some early risers! This Christmas season, in the week
before Christmas, parishioners gathered for "Ora et Labora", which is Latin for "pray and then
work". Members enjoyed keeping the focus of Christmas from the very start of their day. The
congregation enjoyed wonderful Christmas eve and day services together as well.

CHRISTMAS LUTHERAN
Living up to its name, Christmas Lutheran was
very busy this month. Upholding an annual
tradition, we held a joint service across oceans
with our American brothers and sisters in Christ
at the Philadelphia Episcopal Cathedral, with a
beautiful sermon from Bishop Azar.Though the
pandemic still has prevented most international
guests from joining us in Bethlehem, we
rejoiced in beautiful Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day services in our little town that
witnessed Christ's birth.

"For God so loved the world that God gave God's one and only
Son"

CHRISTMAS AT SCHOOL
No matter their family's traditions, every student at our ELCJHL schools finds joy in the
Christmas spirit that gives an extra push to help get through end-of-the-year finals and school
stress. Students found lots of ways to celebrate this year, including dressing up as St. Nick,
raising money for the needy, and sharing their musical gifts with our community.

Dar Al Kalima--Bethlehem

The DAK student council organized a wonderful bake
sale this month to raise money for families that need
food assistance during the holiday season. Teachers
helped students carry out this initiative, but the idea,
planning, and implementation was completely
student-led. Early in the month, students also took joy
in celebrating St. Barbara by making delicious
treats together.

Evangelical Lutheran School--Beit Sahour

Students worked hard this season to put on events for
their community! Many of our wonderful
student musicians were featured in local
and national performances, and our entire
KG-5th grade classes put on a beautiful
Christmas program.

Talitha Kumi--Beit Jala

Many of the Talitha Kumi students sang
and supported their community in many
ways this month! Our Talitha Kumi choir
sung at the Diaconal Ministry Concert, as
well as in the Bethlehem Christmas bazaar. Students also contributed to the bazaar with
handmade goods and time spent selling to promote local charities and the school.

School of Hope--Ramallah

Students at SOH pulled off a fabulous Christmas program for their local community,
complete with beautiful singing, acting, and dancing. "St. Nick", also made an
appearance at SOH, delighting students with chocolate and Christmas cheer.
A CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
Students at ELS-Beit Sahour worked hard this
Christmas season to put on a special event
for their school community: a bazaar!
Students coordinated with local artisans,
restaurants, and teachers to gather
resources for the bazaar and create an
inviting and special Christmas memory for
their school.

Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace.

ENVIRONMENTAL
STEWARDSHIP
The end-of-the-year Christmas event
for the Environmental Education Center
(EEC) this year was a wonderful friendly
competition between eight local schools,
three of which were our Lutheran schools.
The environmentally-based competitions
had two components: student-written
and performed environmental plays, and
student-made art, created using recycled
and/or reused materials. Students in the
Environmental Club program all gathered
together in the Bethlehem Russian center
to perform their plays and present their
crafts. Students loved watching each other's performances, and the official judges
were amazed by the student talent both onstage and in their reused and recycled
creations. This was a great way for students to celebrate all that they've accomplished
in their Environmental Clubs this semester, and socialize with students from other
schools who share their passion for and commitment to environmental justice.

ENVIRONMENT AND THEATER
A pretty unique way the EEC
engages students in environmental
advocacy is through theater. In
partnership with the local Inad
Theater in Beit Jala, the EEC
presents lively plays about
environmental degradation, history,
and what students can do in their
own schools and communities to be
an agent for environmental health
and justice. Students love attending
these events, and learn a lot from
them.

All is calm, all is bright.

WOMEN'S MINISTRY
In the beginning of the month, the
Women's Desk, under the coordination
of Ms. Ranan Issa, facilitated the
second annual Gender Justice National
Conference, entitled "The Path to
Gender Justice from a National and
Religious Perspective".
Women from around the country and
from multiple religions gathered in
Ramallah to listen to gender justice
experts, political leaders, and religious
figures discuss gender justice through
both religious and cultural lenses.
This conference was also the World Premiere of our very own documentary entitled
"Made in God's Image", which tells the story of the ELCJHL's journey to our current
family laws, which hold cultural and historical significance, as they were designed to
administer gender equality in matters of divorce, custody, alimony, and domestic
violence. If you have not yet seen this video, please head over to our Youtube page
and lend us 20 minutes of your time to hear this important story.

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
The Women's Desk Christmas event
this year was a spirited Christmas
Bazaar, hosted by the Evangelical
Lutheran Church of Beit Sahour.
Thanks to the brilliant coordination of
our Gender Justice Program
Coordinator Ranan Issa, a wonderful
day of local artisans, caroling, and
even bouncy houses brought the
greater community together with
contagious Christmas spirit.

Joy to the world! The Lord has come.

DIACONAL
MINISTRY
We are very excited to start sharing
stories from our reconstructed Diaconal
Ministry program! This month, the
Diaconal Ministry of the ELCJHL officially
began work through this new structure,
under the leadership of Diaconal Ministry
Coordinator, Rana Zeidan. This ministry
kicked off it's new life with a beautiful
Christmas Concert. Local musicians
including the Talitha Kumi student choir
performed for the community, as well as
some well-known musicians from
Germany and Finland. After performances
and some caroling with the whole
audience, attendees were invited for wine
and sweets in fellowship.

DEAF MINISTRY
Our deaf ministry celebrated Christmas together with a visit from our very own
Pastor Fursan, who is fluent in Arabic Sign Language, and a wonderful dinner at Beit
Ibrahim in Beit Jala. Pastor Fursan taught the group the Lord's Prayer in sign
language, which they prayed together before enjoying their meal and time spent
together.

Go, tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born!

