
The schools of the 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Jordan and 
the Holy Land have 
been providing excellent 
education for students in 
Palestinian communities 
since 1851 – regardless 
of gender, race, religion, 
or ability to pay.

The schools teach 
English from 
Kindergarten through the 
12th grade, equipping 
students for dialogue 
with international 
partners and expanding 
their opportunities for 
college and careers.

Through the ELCJHL 
Libraries Project, we 
invite you to accompany 
teachers in the Holy 
Land as they build 
libraries that foster a 
love of language and 
learning right from the 
start. A great book has 
the power to open a 
world of possibilities!

ELCJHL Libraries Project:

opening a world 
of possibilities

There is a well-known 
story about the American 
President Abraham 
Lincoln that in his youth, 

because of a lack of 
resources and the scarcity 

of books, he would borrow 
books from a neighbor in the evening, read 

them by the light of the fi replace, and take  
them back in the morning.  I’ve always wondered 
why history books never mention the name of that 
neighbor.  Without him or her, Lincoln may never 
have become president.

Lincoln’s neighbor likely never thought twice about lending books to Abe.   
Coming from a Christian community in Illinois, they all knew Paul’s words 
in 1 Corinthians 12:26, “If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if 
one member is honored, all rejoice together with it.”

In Palestine we have a saying, “The best friend for a child is a book.”  
Today there are so many distractions such as computers and video 
games so that many children are no longer reading and learning as they 
should.  Our Lutheran educational leaders have a vision of building school 
libraries where students can take home each night a book to increase 
their knowledge of the world around them and to help them have a better 
understanding of the principles of freedom that benefi t our societies.  
Through books they learn how to value those who are different.  Most 
of our children have only a limited area where they are able to travel, so 
they do not have opportunities to experience much other than the towns 
where they live.  They are limited to learning from books.

The ELCJHL Libraries Project will open a world of possibilities for our 
students to expand their world through books donated by friends around 
the world.  Who knows?  A young girl in one of our classrooms may grow 
up to be President of Palestine.

+ Rev. Dr. Munib A. Younan, Bishop
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land

about our project
“the best 
friend for 
a child is 
a book”

Q:  Bishop Younan, 
what’s your favorite 
book?

A:  My favorite book?  
The Bible, of course!  I 
love the Bible because 
of what you can fi nd 
there.  If you want a 
story, you fi nd it.  If you 
need a word of comfort, 
you fi nd it.  If you are 
seeking a pastoral 
approach, you fi nd it.  
And who do I always 
fi nd?  I fi nd Jesus.  



meet jabra
Jabra is 16  years old, and in the 11th grade at Dar al-
Kalima School.  After graduation, he would like to study 
medicine, and he would like to see books about science 
donated for his school library to help him study.

Jabra’s family lives in an area of Bethlehem that has 
been intersected by the construction of the separation 
wall.  Their olive orchard now stands on the other side 
of the 30-foot wall from their home.  Jabra’s family 
has faced many hardships as a result of the Israeli 
occupation, but Jabra has devoted himself to working 
for peace.  He participates in an interfaith group where 
Israeli and Palestinian kids can build relationships and 
work toward solutions.  He wants to overcome the 
stereotypes of Palestinian people.  “In Bethlehem, we 
feel like we live in a cage,” he says with sadness.  “But 
I have learned that many Israelis don’t know the reality 
for us, and we need to share our stories.”  

meet sara
Sara is a fifteen-year-old student in the 10th grade 
at the Evangelical Lutheran School in Beit Sahour.  
Her mother is from a small village in the northern 
part of the West Bank, and her father is a native 
of Beit Sahour – the home of the shepherds in the 
Christmas story.  Sara is grateful that she has grown 
up in a home full of love and Christian values.  Her 
father was from a poor family, but through education 
and hard work he became a pastor, and has worked 
among Christians and Muslims in the Bethlehem 
area for twenty years.  A highlight of Sara’s early 
life was spending her 4th grade year in the United 
States; the experience of immersion in the English 
language gave her a passion for language and 
learning.  After High School, Sara would like to study 
theology, philosophy, and psychology, and combine 
them “to help the Palestinian people – maybe as a 
teacher!”       

meet lisa
Lisa is an English Teacher at Dar al-Kalima Evangelical 
Lutheran School in Bethlehem.  She has been teaching 
for 7 years, and is always looking for new and creative 
ways to encourage reading among her students.  Lisa says 
that her students love to read because even in the most 
difficult circumstances, books can open their minds to new 
possibilities and allow them to dream about their future.  Lisa 
is raising her students to become writers, poets, artists, and 
dreamers who speak their minds and live their faith.  

But it’s not easy for teachers like Lisa to acquire books for 
their classrooms.  Most towns in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories do not have public libraries, and teachers are 

often unable to get permits to travel to Jerusalem where they used to shop for books.  Salim, Deputy 
Principal and English teacher at the Evangelical Lutheran School in Beit Sahour, has been unable to cross 
into Jerusalem for ten years.  He is concerned that when students lose access to books, they are limited 
to information they can find on the internet and miss out on the experience of holding a great book in their 
hands.  Because his students aren’t used to reading, they get bored and distracted very quickly.  Join Salim 
and Lisa in their commitment to build excellent library collections for their students!  Donate a book today!

meet the students and teachers of the elcjhl schools



1851 was the year the Lutheran church 
began its educational ministry in the 
Holy Land, which makes:

• 160 years of ministry to date, with

• 3,000 members of the elcjhl

• 6 worshiping congregations

• 4 k-12 schools

• 4 educational programs

• 2,027 students attending elcjhl 
schools this 2010-2011 school year

• 201 educators employed by the 
elcjhl schools

• 100% of students receiving 
subsidized tuition

• Many more students receive 
additional need-based scholarships of 
between 30-100% tuition

• 52.5% of students are Christian 
and 47.5% of students are Muslim

• 44% of students are female and 
56% of students are male

did you know?  a few facts about the elcjhl...

Uniting God, the 
people of your 

Holy Land cry out for justice, 
and around the world we 
share in their suffering.  We 
pray for all peacemakers in 
the Middle East: Muslim, 
Jewish, and Christian.  
Reveal to us new pathways, 
that we might accompany 
our Palestinian Christian 
brothers and sisters in their 
work for reconciliation and 
healing.  As members of the 
Body of Christ, we rejoice 
together in the essential 
goodness of your creation, 
and await the day when your 
vision of harmony and peace 
for all may blossom in this 
desert.  Amen.

let us pray...

opening the world through communication...
This project isn’t just about books, it’s about getting to know one another!  What 
comes to mind when you hear the stories of Lisa and Sara and Jabra?  What’s 
your story?  What drew you to get involved in this project?    We invite you to use 
the space below for your own reflection, or to share your world with Taleen.  

What did you draw, what did you write?  We’d love to see!  Send your drawings 
to the ELCJHL via email to communication@elcjhl.org, or mail them to:  ELCJHL 
Libraries Project, Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, Muristan Rd., PO Box 14076, 
Jerusalem, 91140, via Israel.



visit the elcjhl libraries project online bookstore!
Donate books today in these easy steps:

1. visit our bookstore.  Find a link to our online bookstore through our 
website, or visit using the direct links below:

• http://www.elcjhl.org/help/librariesProject.asp

• http://astore.amazon.com/e0a08-20/about

2. browse books. Choose a category to browse the books requested by 
ELCJHL School teachers.

3. pick books. Add books to your “shopping cart.”

4. ship books - important! At check-out, enter your own billing address and 
the following shipping address: 

  ELCJHL Libraries Project 
  Wartburg Theological Seminary 
  333 Wartburg Place 
  Dubuque, IA 52003

5. tell us about your books! Send an email to communication@elcjhl.org and 
share with us the story of your books. Be creative! Send us a photo of you 
with your favorite book. Or a letter or drawing for the students of the ELCJHL 
Schools. Or tell us how your church raised money for the ELCJHL Libraries 
Project!

meet taleen
Taleen is 10 years old.  She 
is in the 5th grade at Dar al-
Kalima School in Bethlehem.  
She enjoys playing outside 
with her friends, school, and 
reading!  

Taleen loves learning 
English, and says “Thank 
you!” for donating books to 
her school library.  

get involved
• learn more about the ELCJHL and the ELCA’s Peace Not Walls campaign by visiting:
  www.elcjhl.org 
  www.elca.org/peacenotwalls 

• read and watch newspaper or TV reports about the conflict in Israel/Palestine.  Notice 
what points of view are covered.  Are Palestinian Christians mentioned in the news?  

• pray for peace in the world and an end to all wars.  Ask your pastor to include these 
prayers in church.

• lead a study or prayer group in your congregation to learn more about the people of 
Israel/Palestine and how the ELCJHL witnesses for peace in the midst of the conflict.  
Wondering where to start?  Read and discuss Bishop Younan’s book, Witnessing for 
Peace (Augsburg Fortress Press, 2003).  

• connect the youth of your congregation or school 
with a classroom in one of the ELCJHL Schools.  
Exchange letters and artwork, share your favorite 
books, and learn from one another.  For more 
information, contact:  communication@elcjhl.org

• donate your favorite books to the ELCJHL 
Libraries Project:  Opening a World of Possibilities!


