
 

Brief Report about the EEC’s Main Focus Areas: as requested by His Grace Bishop Azar 

The Environmental Education Center (EEC) at Talitha Kumi in Beit Jala has continued to 
prosper and execute successful programs throughout 2017 under the leadership of Executive 
Director Simon Awad. During this year, the EEC expanded its project scope to include additional 
kindergartens, women’s groups, and schools throughout the West Bank. The EEC continues to 
work toward its mission by: 

1. Raising awareness of environmental issues 
2. Building capacity for EEC programs 
3. Advocate for equal justice 
4. Promote eco-tourism and protect Biodiversity  
5. Sustainable development  

The EEC is excited to announce that it won the third place in Best NGO’s Leading Practices 
Project Award category for issuing the first Checklist of the Birds of Palestine, a brief guide 
demonstrating human relationships to the surrounding environment. This is an important 
achievement for the State of Palestine and has a clear impact on the environment components 
and sustainable development in its various fields. This recognition is also a great success for the 
EEC in its 31 years of working toward protecting the natural environment of Palestine.  

The EEC Executive Director Simon Awad received the Award in front of 56 Islamic and Arab 
countries. On Wednesday, 25 October 2017, at the 7th Islamic Conference of Environment 
Ministers at Islamic Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization (ISESCO) headquarters in 
Rabat, Morocco, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia Award for Environmental Management in the 
Islamic World This environmental award is considered one of the most competitive in both the 
Arab and Islamic worlds. 

Another noteworthy achievement was the publication of a research paper entitled Long Term 
Bird Ringing in Palestine that was published in renowned ornithology specialized journal called 
The Ring. The paper discussed the 10-year study on Palestinian birds from 2004-2013 that the 
EEC carried out at the Talitha Kumi Bird Ringing and Monitoring Station, about the different 
types of migration patterns and comparisons of seasonal migrators. 6,810 birds were caught, 
ringed, and monitored to understand their migration and overall biodiversity.  

In 2017, the EEC published serval other environmental fact sheets, statements, and articles in 
local magazines and newspapers. This includes the 2017-2018 Agenda, a multifaceted tool for 
engaging with the local environment and EEC for students, community members, and visitors as 
well as the 2017 Checklist of the Birds of Palestine. This checklist has been adopted as a 
reference by the Palestinian Environmental Quality Authority as well as the Palestinian Statistics 
Bureau as an official reference. Additionally, the checklist is used in the Fifth National Report of 
the State of Palestine to the Convention on Biological Diversity as an official scientific 
reference.   

In 2017, the EEC expanded in social/media outreach. The EEC shared 41 radio interviews, 14 
TV interviews, and one in-person interview discussing their work and environmental topics with 



its Palestinian community. The EEC increased its programming for the Class Visits program for 
the Lutheran Schools which had wide reception among principals, teachers, and students. These 
new avenues of outreach helped the EEC expand its message to even more people in Palestine.  

The 8th Annual Palestinian Environmental Awareness and Education Conference entitled Green 
Environmental Education: Assessment, Loopholes, Solutions, and Experience was a great 
success for the EEC and the local community. Speeches from several local officials were given. 
This year’s topic brought together researchers, executive leaders and officials, teachers, many 
organizations, and EEC forums to engage with environmental education and how it is 
disseminated in Palestine through 25 research presentations. The conference participants 
expressed their resentment toward the declaration that Jerusalem is now the official capital of 
Israel and that plans to move the United States (US) embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem are 
underway. This announcement by US President Donald Trump took place on the first day of the 
environmental conference. Conference speakers and participants articulated their rejection of the 
unjust decision that completely disregarded their historic rights as Palestinians. An official 
statement by Rt. Rev. Bishop Munib A. Younan who represented The World Council of 
Churches expressed full rejection to Donald Trump’s announcement. The tear gas canisters that 
were thrown by the Israeli soldiers inside the conference room completely disrupted the 
conference’s sessions the second day. Most participants suffered extreme symptoms from the gas 
including wheezing, burning throats and eyes, and trouble breathing. The closing presentations 
and statements were delayed due to the critical condition of the conference guests.  

The EEC maintains on its campus a botanical garden, a natural history museum, and a bird 
ringing and monitoring station. These facilities attract both local and international visit to the 
center to see examples of native Palestinian wildlife and plants. In 2017, the EEC improved its 
facilities by adding new stone walls, a pergola made out of natural pine wood, and a “crazy 
paving” underneath the pergola to ensure that the garden remains beautiful, accessible, and 
educational for numerous visitors to the EEC. In addition to the growth of technical 
improvements on campus, the EEC has expanded in ecological growth. The EEC distributed, 
2,622 trees to 75 families, 5 schools, and 4 institutions to be planted in the Bethlehem area. 

Last year, the EEC Executive Director participated in COP23 with other internationals in 
Germany. They participated through the World Council of Churches (WCC) and in meetings 
with many organizations including the Working Group of Climate Change (WGCC) and Act 
Alliance where they engaged with international environmental concerns and dialogue, gaining 
knowledge and ideas for the EEC. Also, the EEC staff participated in local, regional, and 
international conferences. 

The EEC continues to educate and engage youth, students, women, and community members 
with topics including the ecological environment, sustainability, environmental issues, 
Palestinian identity, community involvement, peace building and tolerance, and health and 
organic foods. Through hands-on activities including workshops, campaigns, fieldtrips, 
competitions, and Class Visits that are organized and facilitated by the EEC with the help of 
forums and environmental clubs, the Palestinian community can be engaged with environmental 
concepts and practices.   



The EEC also hosts several events for students that provide them with a platform for creativity 
and self-expression. One event was the Spring Competition entitled Enrich your Belonging for a 
Clean Palestine where 177 students competed in writing, drawing, and photography to show 
how they saw and how they wished to see their environment. The Spring Festival with 275 
students and the Olive Harvest Festival with 260 students participated in creative art 
performances that related to their heritage and culture, and the local environment. These events 
not only engage Palestinian youth with the environmental issues, but also with their heritage and 
culture in tandem with the environment. These opportunities are created for students to make 
deeper connections to their land and roots to maintain a strong Palestinian identity during a time 
of unrest and violation through the occupation. Connections with the environment and feeling 
empowered and respect for themselves and their land is a fundamental EEC goal. 

The Annual Harvest Festival was really important for Palestinian famers. The weeks leading up 
to the festival were busy ones with students and community members helping farmers harvest 
their olives (in addition to the planting which happens throughout the year). The olives are the 
farmer’s livelihood and the community involvement and solidarity is a key objective of the EEC. 
Being able to market their olives at the festival, helps the farmers gain recognition from the 
community and helps the local economy.  

In 2017, the EEC organized additional training events for teachers. This included fieldtrips to 
several nature reserves in the West Bank where 23 educators from private, governmental, and 
UNWRA schools. The training aimed to develop knowledge of the biodiversity within the 
Palestinian nature reserves among local educators, develop skills to facilitate their own fieldtrips 
to the reserves, and to share dialogue with each other about the reserves. The EEC believes that 
training teachers is a necessary step to ensure that students receive a positive environmental 
education in school.  

The 2017 Class Visit program to the four ELCJHL schools: Beit Sahour, Dar Al-Kalima, Talitha 
Kumi, and School of Hope delivered excellent environmental education to students in 90 minute 
segments. The four interactive topics that EEC educators organized, presented, and facilitated 
were “Relationship of Humans and the Environment”, “Water Conservation”, “Health and 
Nutrition Workshop”, and “Ecofriendly Practices.” Students learned healthy uses of the local 
resources that are available as well as prominent environmental facts and issues. Understanding 
their individual roles and responsibilities in protecting the environment is important for EEC to 
share with the younger generations to develop effective environmental stewards and leaders.  

The EEC of the ELCJHL continues to coordinate with other partner organization to provide 
quality environmental education, leadership training, and capacity building for people throughout 
Palestine. The work of the EEC helps people become more involved with their environmental, 
connect with the land, and ensure a green and healthy future for Palestine.  

 

 


