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INTRODUCTION

Dear COCOP Partners,

Local and International Partners,

Coworkers in God’s mission:

Thank you for your presence here today. We 

are looking forward to introducing a new pace 

and slightly more active format to our time 

spent here together this year.  Secondly, I’d like 

thank all of our partners for your financial con-

tributions and visits during my installation as 

Bishop of the ELCJHL in January 2018. This was 

an indication of your love and support not only 

of me, but of the Church.

It seems the Lord has called me today to follow 

in a new way, and to bear new fruit. Today, the 

six congregations of the ELCJHL are under my 

care. I am humbled and honored to take up this 

new responsibility, and promise to continue 

our relationship based on love, companionship 

and respect.

THE POLITICAL SITUA-

TION

The political situation is calm in Jerusalem, 

but as you have seen in the news, the ten-

sions in Gaza and Syria are on the brink of ex-

plosion with political forces growing violatile 

between the U.S., Russia, Israel and the political 

factions threatening violence. The general climate 

of the region is quickly worsening. 

Even in Jerusalem, the Christian churches and 

Muslim mosques and the status quo of the 

Old City, Jerusalem is being challenged. Last sum-

mer, we saw the peaceful and successful protest 

of Muslims against Israel’s installation of metal 

detectors at Al Aqsa Mosque. This sustained pro-

test unified the Palestinian political arena, as Pal-

estinian Christians joined the Muslim community 

in solidarity. The metal detectors were removed 

and the mosque reopened. 

Then again, this year, the Christian churches 

were threatened by the Jerusalem Munici-

pality and the Israel Knesset with tax levies on 

church properties. The Church of the Holy Sepul-

chre was closed and Redeemer Lutheran church 

stood by the right to protect the status quo and 

exemption of churches from taxation, by closing 

its doors as well for two days. Eventually, the levy 

was retracted and the doors of both churches re-

“Behold I am Doing a New Thing” 
Isaiah 43
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opened. 

A few weeks later, a decision from the Knes-

set to strip any Palestinian of their Israeli 

I.D for any “breech of allegiance” was another 

unraveling of possible peace in Jerusalem. This 

will make the Palestinian presence in Jerusalem 

unpredictable and will surely affect the Christian 

presence. 

U.S. President Trump’s announcement to 

have the U.S. Embassy established and 

functioning in Jerusalem by May 15 has prompt-

ed another peaceful campaign organized by Pal-

estinian families, not extremist groups, to move 

into Jerusalem by May 15 beginning in Gaza. So 

far, this “sit in” has become deadly, with many 

Palestinian lives lost at the hands of Israeli’s mil-

itarized force. 

GOVERNMENT RELATIONSHIPS

After many of you left the installation ser-

vice in January, leadership of the ELCJHL 

finally met with an Israeli representative, the 

Palestinian Authority Prime Minister Rami 

Hamdallah and King Abdullah II of Jordan. We 

thanked King Abdullah for his continued sup-

port of Christian Arabs and his commitment to 

the Status Quo of Jerusalem. As for the repre-

sentative of Israel’s president, we asked that the 

ELCJHL finally receive recognition as a church 

by the Israeli government. 

CHRISTIANS IN THE MIDDLE 

EAST

As you know, the number of Christians in 

the Middle East is dwindling due to war 

and occupation. As the situation in places like 

Syria, Egypt, Lebanon and Palestine grow in-

creasingly dangerous and deplorable for Chris-

tians, the numbers of Arab Christians continue 

to decrease.  This is sobering, however, we find 

support from our international partners and our 

internal groups like the Middle East Council of 

Churches, the World Council of Churches, and 

The Fellowship of Evangelical Churches in the 

Middle East. These memberships help us to 

hear the first hand stories of churches remain-

ing steadfast in their land, refusing to be driven 

out by factions, and hatred.

ECCLESIASTICAL

We are focusing on the spiritual growth 

of the ELCJHL. We intend to do this 

through fellowship of all six of our churches 

more regularly. For example, we are planning a 

church day in Bethlehem, and a family retreat 



for all congregations the 7th-9th of June. We 

have experienced some reorganization of our 

pastors and their parish ministries. The Rev. 

Ashraf Tannous is leading both the Beit Sahour 

congregation and the Beit Jala congregation, 

Reformation. I am confident that Rev. Tannous 

will lead both these congregations to their full-

est abilities. 

On Easter, April 1, this year, The Rev. 

Fursan Zumot was installed as the pas-

tor of Redeemer Lutheran Church in Jerusalem. 

I congratulate him on accepting the call to nur-

ture the congregation that I shepherded for 30 

years.

Our Women’s Desk is active under the 

new leadership of Women’s Desk Fa-

cilitator, Mrs. Ranan Issa. The women from 

all of our six churches gathered in Haifa for 

their Spring gathering. They have a summer trip 

planned for Turkey. Please pray that the group 

continues to fellowship and do God’s work. 

I am pleased to announced that the church’s 

ecclesiastical court decisions on gender jus-

tice, allowing women to obtain property in 

divorces, and other gender equalities that are 

rare in this region, are accepted by the Israeli 

courts. 

Theologians

Miss. Sally Azar will complete her studies at 

the Near East School of Theology in Beirut, 

Lebanon this May and plans to pursue a Master’s 

Degree in Theology, thereby adding one more year 

of study to her timeline. The ELCJHL is thankful for 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America’s con-

tributions toward Miss. Azar’s education. We are 

hoping for opportunities in America or Germany for 

Miss. Azar’s advanced studies. 

Mr. Rudny Saeed will remain at Waterloo 

Seminary in Ontario, Canada for a 5th year. 

We also express gratitude to the Evangelical Luther-

an Church in Canada for their financial support for 

Mr. Saeed’s theological education. 

The following ministries have time allotted on the 

agenda to deliver their full reports. Full written re-

ports can be found in the appendix.  

The Baptismal Site

Next year Deacon Jonas Bodin and Mrs. Bodin 

will complete their service as caretakers of 

the Baptismal Site. We are very pleased with the 

improvements they have made to the site structur-

ally and promoting its benefits of spiritual renewal. 

This means that the ELCJHL will need a new care-

taker for the Bethany Beyond the Jordan, Baptismal 

Site. All partners are asked to consider funding a 

missionary to fill this upcoming opening. 
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Education Ministries

We would like to strengthen our relation-

ship with our schools and churches. We 

have to emphasis that we are a Christian estab-

lishment, and adhere to our mission to see and 

live with each other and prepare students for liv-

ing together in the future. 

The Localization of the Vocational Training 

School has not moved forward. 

We are always grateful for the contribu-

tions to the education of our students in 

our four schools. These donations provide schol-

arships, facility improvements, and opportunities 

for cultural exchange for our students. Thank you 

for welcoming our students into your countries 

during these exchanges. 

Also, our teachers have been able to attend 

education workshops in the UK to keep 

our schools on the cutting edge of education in 

Palestine.

Deaf Ministry

Some people ask the question why should 

someone learn Sign Language? The answer 

simply is because Sign Language is the language 

of God. Deaf ministry is one of the most impor-

tant ministries we do as church to help those who 

are isolated within the community and experi-

ence the lack of knowledge about the Bible and 

Christian life. The vision of 2017 was to help deaf 

people to live a Christian life, to understand the 

salvation of God to them, and to go outside of their 

daily routine. In order to fulfill this vision we had to 

do several activities and regular meetings. You will 

hear more about this necessary ministry during the 

report given by The Rev. Fursan Zumot. 

Youth Ministry

Our youth have been very busy under the leader-

ship of Rev. Tannous and Rev. Zumot. They have 

had many invitations from our partners to partici-

pate in youth gatherings with your youth. They at-

tended the International Youth Festival in Kuopio, 

Finland. In June they will attend Crossroads in Swe-

den, and in July they will have Theatre training with 

the Church of Sachsen, Germany in cooperation 

with Diyar Dance Troupe. In August, they will have 

an exchange program with Badtölz Dioces here in 

Palestine. Thank you all for hosting our youth!

Media and Communications

It is important to keep our partners and friends 

around the world informed about our well being 

in under such difficult circumstances. This is the 

job of our communications and media department. 

They continue to increase awareness through our 

social media channels and reports. The team assists 

other media with finding the news and images they 

need to also communicate breaking news coming 
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from this region and how it affects the life of Lu-

theran Palestinians. Many of our voices have been 

heard through various international news markets, 

from the Vatican to Germany and points beyond, 

thanks to our active and responsive communica-

tions department. 

Ecumenical

We are continuing the good ecumenical 

relations established by Bishop Emeritus 

Munib Younan. Our relationship with the Anglican 

Church in Jerusalem is developing nicely beginning 

with our Good Friday walk on the Via Dolorosa. 

This year, the Bishop of the Episcopal Church in 

America, Bishop Michael Curry joined us during 

his visit with Anglican Bishop Suheil Dawani. Af-

ter the walk, the Lutheran congregation, clergy and 

myself were invited to join a worship service at 

St. George’s Cathedral. Overall, the twelve church 

leaders of the Jerusalem Churches welcomed me 

and expressed an eagerness to work with the 

ELCJHL under new leadership. 

I n March, the Ecumenical Accompaniment Part-

ners in Palestine and Israel (EAPPI) met in Beit 

Jala and Aman for an international meeting. 

Act Alliance/ACT Palestine Forum (APF) 

The ACT Palestine Forum was established in 

2008 in a ‘response to human needs in the 

Palestinian Territories caused by ongoing emer-

gency situations, the need for effective long-term 

development initiatives, and the necessity for im-

proved advocacy by ACT members.

The forum seeks to enhance cooperation 

and coordination, as well as identifying and 

building members’ capacity to meet emergency 

and long-term development needs in the Pales-

tinian Territories. As such, it seeks to complement 

and create synergy between the work of individual 

members, rather than replacing the comprehensive 

range of activities undertaken by individual ACT 

members.

The focus areas include emergency work, a 

wide range of development activities as well 

as advocacy work. One of the primary objectives 

of the forum is to create linkages between the var-

ious interventions in the area. In 2017, the ELCJHL 

was represented by Bassem Thabet who acted as 

the Convener. 

LWF-Jerusalem

I am now on the board of LWF-Jerusalem and the 

housing committee. As you will see in the LWF 

report, the Jerusalem area welcomes a new World 

Service Representative for the Jerusalem Program.

 Interfaith Dialogue 

In June, the German Church and Jewish Chris-

tian dialogue will take place in the United States.

 FINANCIAL 
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In the financial report you will see that there are 

planned projects to move us toward fiscal sus-

tainability. Part of the strategic plan is to create 

income generating properties through leasing the 

Martin Luther Center and Hope School in Ramal-

lah. Many of you have already expressed support 

of this financial strategy. 

STAFF

We welcome: 

New principal and Vice principal at 

Hope Ramallah School– Principal Naseef Mual-

lem and Mrs. Mays Husary

                New director at  Mahaba Nursery and Preschool 

(MNAP) Director - Mrs. Maram Saeed Kawane.

   New Women’s Desk Facilitator – Mrs. Ranan Issa

   New Lutheran World Federation Jerusalem Coun-

try Coordinator, Ms. Pauliina Parhiala.

We say goodbye to: 

  
  Retired Bishop Munib A. Younan

        Retired Hope Ramallah School Principal - Mr. 

Abu Ghazaleh

        Deacon Jonas Bodin and his wife Mrs. Karin Bo-

din in 2019, caretakers of the Baptismal Site

                The Rev. Mark Brown, Lutheran World Federation 

Jerusalem Country Coordinator

                Retired Mahaba Nursery and Preschool Director of 

20 years - Mrs. Margaret “Margo” Younan 

   Retired Bishop Cindy Halmarson, the ELCA Director 

of the Middle East and North Africa and Europe. Ms. 

Anisa Wright and Mr. Jon Wright who joined us as 

assistants to Dr. Charlie Haddad and as Educators 

with the Evangelical Lutheran Schools.  Mrs. Wright 

with her husband, Mr. Jon Wright came to us from 

the Bread for the World.  Thank you, each and every-

one who gave your gifts and talents to this church 

and its mission. 

Volunteers

ELCA Young Adults in Global Mission (YAGM)

We recognize the work and growth of the ELCA 

YAGM volunteers. Their presence has made a mark 

on the lives they touched. Likewise, they have been 

transformed by living, working and worshiping with 

the ELCJHL and its schools. I am also grateful to 

those who have allowed the YAGM into their homes 

for one year. We also commend the dedication and 

pastoral care that the ELCA YAGM coordinators, The 

Revs. Colin and Jeni Grangaard have given to these 

young men and women. Thank you all for the suc-

cess of this program.

YAGM Volunteers

Lars Anderson

Annie Hermon

Kelsey Johnson

Katherine Jones
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Katie Laurence

Kate Ligon

Eamon Ormseth

Hannah Wright-Osborn

We also are grateful for the ongoing partner-

ship with the various German organizations 

for supplying volunteers in our schools, and 

educational ministries, as well. 

CONCLUSION

I look forward to collaborating with all of you 

this week toward a stronger, sustainable church 

here in the Holy Land, and I ask God to bless 

your churches and organizations to keep you and 

guide you. I pray that we all rejoice in hope, be 

patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer and 

contribute to the needs of the saints. 
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Bishop Azar meets with The Rev. Seppo Paulassari at the Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Mission (FELM) 
in Jerusalem. (Adrainne Gray/ELCJHL)

Consecration of Bishop Sani Ibrahim Charlie Azar of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the 
Holy Land on Friday January 12, 2018 at Redeemer Lutheran Church in Jerusalem’s Old City.  (Ben Gray/
ELCJHL)


