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THE	BISHOP’S	REPORT	
	
	
Dear	COCOP	Partners,	
Local	and	International	Partners,		
Coworkers	in	God’s	mission:	
	
On	behalf	of	the	ELCJHL,	I	welcome	you	into	a	pilgrimage	of	partnership,	and	I	
thank	you	for	taking	time	out	of	your	busy	schedules	to	be	with	us	this	week.	
Thank	you	for	walking	with	us	on	this	journey	towards	peace	based	on	justice.		
	
As	we	begin	our	meetings	this	year,	I	invite	you	to	consider	our	theme:	That	we	
are	called	to	obey	God	rather	than	any	human	authority.	The	ELCJHL,	through	its	
programs	and	institutions,	has	been	seeking	to	obey	God,	by	following	God’s	
teachings	and	demonstrating	them	in	practical	ways.	Accordingly,	we	have	been	
focusing	our	work	on	the	following	themes	in	our	ministry:		
	
Gender	Justice	
The	ELCJHL	is	committed	to	promoting	gender	justice	throughout	the	church.	In	
addition	to	adopting	and	contextualizing	the	LWF	Gender	Justice	policy	and	
implementing	it	in	our	ecclesiastical	court,	ELCJHL	has	taken	the	lead	in	hosting	
the	Side	by	Side	Campaign,	which	is	a	growing	global	movement	of	people	of	
faith	who	want	to	see	gender	justice	become	a	reality	across	the	world.	The	
church	is	committed	to	making	a	genuine	change	in	our	society	by	eradicating	
gender	inequalities,	injustices,	and	gender-based	violence.	The	ELCJHL	will	exert	
every	effort	to	make	gender	justice	a	reality	through	cooperation,	collaboration,	
and	networking	with	all	partners	and	stakeholders.		
	
Our	Women’s	Desk	has	conducted	many	activities	for	women,	especially	on	the	
occasion	of	the	International	Women’s	Day	and	Mother’s	Day.	Eighty	women	
from	our	various	congregations	traveled	on	a	cultural	and	religious	visit	to	Jaffa,	
where	they	visited	churches	and	other	historical	locations.	The	Women’s	Desk	
also	hosted	a	women’s	retreat	in	Istanbul,	Turkey	in	August	2018.	This	retreat	
brought	women	of	the	congregation	closer	to	one	another	and	allowed	them	
some	relaxation	and	new	experiences	as	a	group.			
	
Youth	
Youth	participation	is	important	to	the	ELCJHL.	The	future	of	the	Church	is	
dependent	upon	our	youth	and	their	involvement	in	the	life	of	the	Church.	The	
Youth	Ministry,	led	by	The	Rev.	Ashraf	Tannous,	is	very	active	in	building	the	
capacities	and	skills	of	youth	through	conferences,	exchange	programs,	seminars,	
and	other	activities.		
	
Our	schools	also	pay	special	attention	to	youth	through	extra-curricular	
activities	such	as	the	Lutheran	Model	United	Nations	(LuthMUN).	Each	year	we	
send	approximately	130	students	from	our	Lutheran	schools	to	take	part	in	
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Model	United	Nations	conferences	that	simulate	The	United	Nations.	The	debate	
committees	are	Human	Rights,	Environmental,	Disarmament,	and	the	United	
Nations	International	Children’s	Fund,	to	name	a	few.	Such	programs	prepare	
our	students	to	be	agents	of	change	and	advocates	for	peace,	justice,	and	
equality.	The	LuthMUN	will	hold	its	next	local	conference	at	our	Beit	Sahour	
School	in	June	2019.		
	
Deaf	Ministry	
The	Deaf	Ministry	has	expanded	and	flourished	in	the	last	couple	of	years.	The	
Rev.	Fursan	Zu’mot	has	been	very	instrumental	in	leading	the	Deaf	Ministry.	The	
Deaf	Ministry	has	conducted	many	retreats	and	trips	to	biblical	sites	in	addition	
to	having	exchange	visits	with	other	deaf	ministries,	especially	from	Germany.	
The	deaf	group	in	Palestine	is	making	connections	with	Peace	Dove	Club	for	the	
Deaf	in	Jordan	in	order	to	explore	means	of	cooperation	and	collaboration.			
	
The	Spiritual	Life	of	ELCJHL	
A	main	focus	of	my	ministry	is	to	continue	to	flourish	and	revive	the	spiritual	life	
of	the	church	and	to	reconnect	the	congregations.	We	organized	a	spiritual	
program	with	a	financial	grant	from	the	Norwegian	Church	deans	to	visit	all	the	
historical	and	religious	sites	and	churches	in	the	Holy	Land.	In	each	historical	
church	or	site,	the	congregation	heard	a	sermon	preached	about	the	location	we	
visited.	So	far,	we	have	had	religious	trips	to	churches	in	Nazareth	and	the	Sea	of	
Galilee.	The	second	family	retreat	was	to	Haifa	and	it	was	in	conjunction	with	the	
Women	Desk.	We	visited	the	Stella	Maris	Monastery	and	other	churches	in	the	
area.	The	third	retreat	was	to	the	area	of	the	Dead	Sea	where	we	visited	the	
Qumran	community,	the	baptismal	site	on	the	Jordan	River,	the	Coptic	Orthodox	
Church	and	the	Church	of	Greek	Orthodox	of	the	Jumaiza	in	Jericho.	
	
For	the	purpose	of	enhancing	the	spiritual	life	of	the	church,	on	November	2nd,	
the	five	congregations	of	The	ELCJHL	met	in	Bethlehem	for	the	first	annual	
“Church	Day.”	The	day	began	with	singing	hymns	and	then	we	had	two	main	
sessions:	The	first	session	focused	on	the	Reformation;	its	history	and	meaning.	
The	second	session	focused	on	the	history	of	The	ELCJHL.	It	was	then	followed	
by	a	time	of	sharing	that	focused	on	stories	from	the	life	of	ELCJHL	in	the	past.	
After	lunch	and	fellowship,	we	had	a	joint	service	to	celebrate	the	Reformation.		
	
Strategic	Planning	
Over	the	last	year,	the	ELCJHL	has	undergone	a	new	strategic	planning	process	to	
analyze	its	internal	and	external	environment;	to	revisit	its	vision,	mission	and	
programs;	and	to	build	systems	and	structures.	The	process	has	not	been	
without	obstacles.	Though	change	is	healthy,	it	takes	a	lot	of	time	and	effort	to	
make	it	happen.	We	thank	the	Church	of	Sweden	for	its	support	in	our	effort	to	
make	change.	Mr.	Yousef	Khoury	was	hired	to	do	this	assignment.	After	long	
deliberations	at	The	ELCJHL	Church	Council,	it	was	decided	to	conduct	the	
strategic	planning	in	2	stages:		
	
The	first	stage	will	deal	with	the	general	strategic	framework	and	to	study	the	
internal	and	external	environment	of	the	Church;	the	second	phase	will	focus	on	
the	action	plan	and	the	recommendations	that	should	be	followed.	In	the	
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meantime,	the	ELCJHL	is	developing	policies	dealing	with	confidentiality	of	
information,	sexual	harassment,	child	safeguarding,	and	complaint	response	
mechanisms.		
	
Baptismal	Site	
The	work	of	the	Baptismal	Site	is	an	integral	part	of	the	work	of	the	ELCJHL,	and	
it	is	also	undergoing	a	renewal	and	transformation	process.	We	had	an	
international	board	meeting	in	March	and	the	discussions	focused	on	how	we	
can	make	the	Baptismal	site	a	common	place	for	all	partners	under	the	umbrella	
of	the	ELCJHL.		As	such,	the	ELCJHL	is	currently	looking	for	short-term	
volunteers	to	serve	during	this	transitional	period.	As	a	permanent	arrangement,	
we	will	look	for	a	long-term	qualified	couple	to	serve	as	A	Chaplain/Spiritual	Co-
Director	Team	at	the	Bethany-Beyond-The-Jordan	Evangelical	Lutheran	Church.	
To	this	end,	we	have	sent	an	invitation	to	all	COCOP	partners	to	consider	hosting	
an	interim	local	chaplain	until	the	current	position	vacated	by	Deacon	Jonas	
Bodin	and	Mrs.	Karin	Bodin	this	June	can	be	filled.	In	the	context	of	the	meeting,	
there	were	many	visions	and	ideas	for	the	future	of	this	position	and	the	future	
ministry	of	the	site.		
A	strategy	committee	was	established	to	draft	the	terms	of	reference	for	the	
future	work	of	the	International	Baptismal	Site	Board.		
We	are	thankful	for	the	work	and	care	of	Deacon	Jonas	and	his	wife	Karin.	We	
send	you	with	the	blessings	of	the	ELCJHL	and	with	the	love	of	God	in	Christ	
Jesus.	I’d	also	like	to	thank	the	Church	of	Sweden	for	their	long	service	at	the	
Baptismal	Site	and	for	their	dedication	to	the	Baptismal	Site	all	of	these	years.	It’s	
very	much	appreciated.			
	
Educational	Ministry	
Upon	the	recommendation	of	our	congregations,	I	have	been	conducting	regular	
visits	and	meetings	with	the	school	administrations	to	look	at	the	challenges	they	
face	and	celebrate	their	achievements.	My	visits	also	aim	to	strengthen	the	link	
between	the	Pastoral	Ministry	and	the	Educational	Ministry	and	to	revive	the	
Lutheran	identity	of	our	Lutheran	Schools.		
Talitha	Kumi	has	always	been	considered	as	part	of	the	ELCJHL	Educational	
Ministry.	To	demonstrate	this	on	the	ground,	ELCJHL	and	Talitha	Kumi	are	
working	on	a	unified	salary	scale	for	its	employees.	Also,	in	the	last	ELEB	
meeting,	it	was	proposed	to	establish	a	Joint	Evangelical	Lutheran	Educational	
Board	(JELEB)	in	order	to	include	Talitha	Kumi	in	the	Educational	Board	of	the	
ELCJHL.	We	will	remain	in	cooperation	with	Talitha	Kumi	in	order	to	advance	the	
educational	process	in	Palestine.		
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Environmental	Education	Center	
The	Environmental	Educational	Center	(EEC)	has	also	undergone	an	evaluation	
and	strategic	planning	process	funded	by	the	Church	of	Sweden.	We	are	
discussing	ways	to	expand	the	work	of	EEC	by	developing	a	botanical	garden	at	
the	Baptismal	site	and	another	garden/green	house	and	an	environmental	
museum	in	Ramallah.			
	
ACT	Alliance	
Through	the	Act	Palestine	Forum	(APF),	the	ELCJHL	plays	an	important	role	as	
the	only	church	member	on	the	APF.	The	ELCJHL	sees	the	APF	as	a	vital	platform	
for	advocating	for	just	peace	and	gender	justice,	and	for	providing	humanitarian	
relief	for	conflicted	areas,	especially	Gaza.	The	ELCJHL	has	participated	in	many	
trainings	and	workshops	held	by	APF	on	issues	related	to	the	climate	change	in	
Egypt	and	a	psychosocial	training	in	Amman.	Also,	the	ELCJHL	is	a	voting	
member	of	the	ACT	General	Assembly	where	Mr.	Bassem	Thabet	represented	the	
ELCJHL	this	year	in	the	work	of	the	third	session	of	the	ACT	Alliance	General	
Assembly,	ending	1	November	2018	in	Uppsala,	Sweden.	The	ACT	General	
Assembly	is	the	highest	governance	body	of	the	Alliance	and	brings	together	the	
145+	ACT	members	every	four	years.	The	work	of	the	General	Assembly	aims	to	
enable	members	to	strengthen	their	commitment	to	one	another,	celebrate	their	
mutual	achievements	as	an	alliance,	and	to	endorse	the	future	direction	of	the	
alliance.	The	General	Assembly	has	elected	a	new	Board	of	Directors,	Mr.	Ramzi	
Zananiry	from	The	Near	East	Christian	Council	Committee	for	Refugee	Work-	the	
International	Christian	Committee	(NECC-ICC),	as	the	Middle	East	
representative.	
	
Our	Volunteers	
The	ELCJHL	is	blessed	with	dedicated	volunteers	sent	by	our	partner	
organizations.		We	currently	have	two	volunteer	programs:		
	
YAGM:	The	Young	Adults	in	Global	Mission	(YAGM)	program,		
Sponsored	by	The	Evangelical	Lutheran	Church	in	America	(ELCA).	
	
The	German	volunteers	who	are	sent	by	our	partner	church	The	Evangelical	
Church	Berlin-Brandenburg	-	Silesian	Upper	Lusatia	and	her	branch	organization	
the	Berliner	Missionswerk	(BMW).	
	
Both	programs	are	important	to	the	work	and	ministry	of	The	ELCJHL.	Our	
volunteers	continue	to	make	a	difference	through	their	sincere	devotion	and	
work.	They	enrich	the	work	of	The	ELCJHL	and	at	the	same	time	they	learn	the	
Palestinian	language	and	culture	in	addition	to	the	practical	experience	they	gain	
that	helps	them	in	their	future	careers.		The	mission	of	the	volunteers	doesn’t	
end	at	the	end	of	their	service;	on	the	contrary,	they	go	back	to	their	respective	
countries	to	serve	as	ambassadors	of	ELCJHL	and	of	Palestine	and	become	
advocates	for	just	peace.		
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Special	gratitude	is	extended	to	Pastors	Jennifer	and	Colin	Grangaard	and	their	
beautiful	children	Josephine	and	Amos.	Pastors	Colin	and	Jeni	have	been	doing	
an	excellent	job	as	country	coordinators	for	the	YAGM	program.	Unfortunately,	
they	will	be	leaving	us	in	July	of	this	year.	We	wish	them	God’s	blessings	and	all	
the	best	in	their	future	plans.	We	would	also	like	to	welcome	Pastors	Gabi	and	
Meghan	Aelabouni	who	have	accepted	the	call	to	serve	as	the	next	country	
coordinators	for	the	YAGM	program	in	Jerusalem/West	Bank.	Joined	by	their	
three	children,	Ethan	(10),	Natalie	(7),	and	Luke	(3).	
	
The	Propst:		
	
This	year	we	will	say	good-bye	to	Propst	Wolfgang	Schmidt.	He	has	been	the	
propst	of	the	Church	of	the	Redeemer	in	Jerusalem	since	2012.	We	will	miss	his	
care	and	friendship	but	we	are	happy	for	his	future	as	the	Provost	of	the	
Education	Department	at	the	Baden	Regional	Church	in	Baden,	Germany.		
	
We	pray	for	his	success	as	he	leads	his	church	in	education	and	knowledge.	We	
are	thankful	for	his	service	here	in	the	Holy	Land.		
	
	
ECUMENICAL	COOPERATION	
	
Heads	of	Churches	
Part	of	our	mission	is	to	enhance	our	ecumenical	cooperation	and	relationships	
with	our	partner	churches	so	that	we	can	serve	as	one	Body	of	Christ.	As	you	
know,	in	2018	the	Heads	of	Churches	in	Jerusalem	managed	to	freeze	the	
decision	of	the	Jerusalem	Municipality	that	threatened	to	impose	arnona	taxes	on	
church	properties	throughout	the	city.	The	Knesset	proposed,	during	Christmas,	
a	Church	Lands	Bill	signed	by	40	members	of	the	Knesset	that	would	give	the	
Israeli	state	the	authority	to	determine	whether	an	ecclesiastical	landlord	is	
administering	a	lease	in	the	best	interests	of	its	tenant.	If	the	state	decides	the	
landlord	is	failing	in	this	duty,	it	can	confiscate	the	property.	The	Heads	of	
Churches	in	Jerusalem	have	issued	a	statement	that	they	will	not	give	up	their	
ecclesiastical	rights	and	the	rights	of	their	congregations,	and	have	advocated	to	
abolish	this	bill.	They	have	also	expressed	their	deep	concern	over	Israeli	
attempts	to	infringe	upon	holy	sites	and	churches.	This	would	not	have	been	
possible	without	a	unified	and	strong	ecumenical	front	and	position	by	all	the	
churches,	including	you,	our	partner	churches.	
	
The	Relationship	with	the	Anglican	Church	
The	relationship	and	partnership	between	the	Anglican	church	and	the	Lutheran	
church	has	been	strengthened	in	the	last	2	years.	We	held	many	joint	services	
and	sermons	especially	during	holidays.	Such	joint	services	and	activities	
brought	the	two	congregations	closer.	Bishop	Suheil	Dawani	and	myself	worked	
intensively	to	build	this	companionship	and	thus	decided	to	have	a	Pastoral	
Committee	to	prepare	a	draft	Memorandum	of	Understanding	between	the	two	
churches	to	formalize	our	partnership	and	cooperation.	
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WCC	-	EAPPI	
The	World	Council	of	Churches’	Ecumenical	Accompaniment	Programme	in	
Palestine	and	Israel	(WCC-EAPPI)	was	created	in	2002	by	the	World	Council	of	
Churches	in	response	to	requests	from	Heads	of	Churches	in	Jerusalem,	
particularly	from	The	ELCJHL.		
	
In	2018,	Ecumenical	Accompaniers	(EAs)	were	stationed	in	seven	different	
placements	(villages	and	cities):	Jerusalem,	Bethlehem,	Hebron,	Yatta	(serving	
the	South	Hebron	Hills),	Yanoun,	Tulkarm	and	Jericho	(serving	the	Jordan	
Valley).	In	2018,	six	groups	of	EAs	served	in	the	program,	142	(106	females,	36	
males)	in	total.	They	visited	310	different	communities	on	a	regular	basis	and	on	
an	as	need	basis.		
	
The	work	of	the	EAPPI	is	overseen	by	the	International	Reference	Group	made	
up	of	Heads	of	Churches,	local	faith	communities,	ex-officio	members	and	
national	coordinators	who	are	sending	accompaniers.	I	have	been	co-chairing	
the	International	Reference	Group	on	its	two	first	sessions,	in	March	and	August	
2018.		The	ELCJHL	continues	to	have	a	supportive	role	for	the	program	on	many	
levels,	facilitating	entry,	supporting	EAs	pastorally,	and	providing	feedback	and	
guidance.		
	
On	17	September	2018,	the	MIMAT	Consultancy	conducted	an	external	
organizational	and	management	review	of	the	WCC-EAPPI	program	covering	
both	the	Jerusalem	and	the	Geneva	offices.	As	a	result	of	the	review,	there	have	
been	staff	changes	in	the	Jerusalem	office.		
	
The	EAPPI	program	has	been	under	attack	by	the	Israeli	lobby,	it	seems	to	us	due	
to	the	success	of	the	program	in	revealing	Israeli	violations	of	human	rights.	
EAPPI	issued	a	media	policy	to	address	Israeli	false	allegations.		
	
In	a	recent	development	after	the	decision	by	the	Government	of	Israel	not	to	
renew	The	Temporary	International	Presence	in	Hebron	(TIPH)	mandate,	TIPH	
and	WCC-EAPPI	made	a	decision	to	remove	EAs	from	the	Hebron	area	due	to	
security	concerns,	and	in	response	to	harassment	by	settlers	and	Israeli	soldiers.	
	
In	the	last	meeting	of	the	Heads	of	Churches	in	Jerusalem,	the	heads	of	churches	
agreed	that	it	would	be	important	to	review	the	nature	of	the	EAPPI	program,	
the	relationship	between	the	local	churches	and	the	WCC,	the	role	of	the	local	
churches	in	the	EAPPI	program;	and	how	the	decision	making	mechanisms	are	
implemented.		
	
New	Partnerships	
On	the	level	of	partnerships,	the	ELCJHL	has	started	a	new	partnership	with	Kerk	
in	Actie	and	Sabeel.	The	ELCJHL	and	Sabeel	have	worked	on	a	joint	initiative	to	
improve	ecumenical	relationships	and	to	enhance	the	Christian	presence	in	the	
Holy	Land.		
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ELCJHL	was	invited	by	the	Presbyterian	Church	–USA	(PSUSA)	to	attend	the	
223rd	General	Assembly	of	the	PCUSA	in	the	capacity	of	Ecumenical	
Representative.	The	General	Assembly	was	from	15	June	-	23	June	2018	in	St.	
Louis,	Missouri,	USA.	Mr.	Bassem	Thabet	represented	ELCJHL	in	the	General	
Assembly.		
	
PCUSA	also	invited	the	ELCJHL	to	attend	the	Middle	East	and	Europe	Partners	
consultation	that	took	place	in	Berlin,	Germany,	December	10	–	13,	2018.		
	
ELCJHL	and	PCUSA	have	a	mutual	desire	to	formalize	the	partnership	and	would	
like	COCOP	to	discuss	the	potential	of	having	the	PCUSA	become	a	formal	COCOP	
member.		
	
The	ELCJHL	was	elected	as	The	Dan	Church	Aid	and	Norwegian	Church	Aid	
(DCA/NCA)	partner	representative	for	the	period	of	May	2019-April	2023.	As	
part	of	this	mission,	ELCJHL	will	represent	the	DCA/NCA	partners	in	Palestine	
and	advocate	for	any	issue	or	concern	the	partners	have	with	DCA/NCA.	This	will	
include	some	meetings	in	Denmark	with	other	DCA/NCA	international	partner	
representatives	around	the	world.	Mr.	Bassem	Thabet	will	represent	the	ELCJHL	
on	the	DCA/NCA	Partner	Representative	Board.			
 
Foreign	relations	
Connecting	with	our	partners	and	enhancing	our	partnership	and	
companionship	have	been	among	the	main	priorities	during	my	time	as	Bishop	
of	the	ELCJHL.	As	bishop,	I	have	visited	partners	in	Germany,	Sweden	and	
Norway,	and	I	hope	that	these	visits	will	continue	and	include	other	partners	
whom	I	haven’t	had	the	chance	to	visit.	Such	visits	are	important	in	
strengthening	partnership,	and	connections,	improving	our	ability	to	advocate	
on	behalf	of	Christians	in	Palestine	and	the	Middle	East.	My	visits	have	also	
included	other	European	countries	that	are	not	part	of	the	COCOP.	It	was	an	
honor	for	me	to	travel	to	Rome	to	meet	with	his	Holiness	Pope	Francis	along	
with	other	heads	of	churches	in	the	Middle	East	to	pray	together	for	unity	and	
peace	in	the	world	and	the	Middle	East.	I	also	traveled	to	Geneva	to	take	part	in	
the	Central	Committee	meetings	of	the	Middle	East	Council	of	Churches.	Arab	
countries	were	also	part	of	my	global	focus.	I	had	several	travels	to	Jordan	for	
meetings	with	government	officials	and	to	connect	with	the	congregation	in	
Amman	in	addition	to	other	visits	to	Lebanon	and	Syria	to	examine	the	situation	
of	refugees.	
	
Investments		
During	last	year,	the	issue	of	investments	was	discussed	a	lot	by	the	Church	
Council	and	the	Synod.	It	was	decided	that	the	best	way	to	invest	in	the	church	
property	would	be	through	contracting	an	outside	investor/contractor	who	will	
propose	investment	projects	to	The	ELCJHL	Church	Council	and	upon	the	
approval	of	the	Church	Council,	the	investor	will	also	implement	those	projects.	
As	for	the	old	school	building	in	Ramallah,	we	had	many	investors	who	wanted	
to	rent	the	place.	However,	there	were	major	concerns	that	the	building	would	
be	used	for	purposes	other	than	the	ones	declared	to	us.	Also,	the	laws	in	the	
West	Bank	always	protect	the	tenant.	So	with	sound	judgment,	we	decided	to	
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wait	until	we	find	the	right	tenant.	We	have	been	in	recent	negotiations	with	the	
Turkish	Representative	Office	in	Ramallah	and	with	LWF	as	possible	tenants.		
	
In	regard	to	the	Martin	Luther	School	Building	in	the	Old	City,	we	are	
contemplating	the	idea	of	opening	a	museum	in	order	to	consolidate	cultural	
projects	that	will	highlight	and	develop	the	Old	City’s	perception	as	a	robust	hub	
for	learning	and	cultural	activity.	Such	a	museum	will	contribute	to	community	
empowerment	and	international	exchange	through	activities	centered	in	the	Old	
City	of	Jerusalem,	with	input	and	presence	from	around	the	world.	The	museum	
will	support	and	strengthen	the	Palestinian	cultural	identity	by	showing	its	
vibrant	and	diverse	contemporary	manifestations,	as	well	as	facilitating	the	
presence	of	a	dynamic	exchange	with	contemporary-global	art.	The	museum	will	
showcase	the	history	of	the	city,	its	culture	and	people.	Through	research,	
commissions	and	learning	forums,	it	will	present	diverse	and	multi-faceted	
perspectives	on	Jerusalem	and	her	people.	
	
	
THE	POLITICAL	SITUATION	
	
The	Israeli	Elections		
Early	legislative	elections	were	held	in	Israel	on	9	April	2019.	Elections	are	
normally	in	November	2019,	but	were	held	early	following	a	dispute	between	
members	of	the	current	government	over	a	bill	on	national	service	for	the	ultra-
Orthodox	population,	as	well	as	impending	corruption	charges	against	
incumbent	Prime	Minister	Benjamin	Netanyahu.	
	
The	result	was	a	small	win	for	Netanyahu's	Likud	Party	against	the	Blue	and	
White	Party	of	Benny	Gantz.	Since	it	is	unlikely	that	Netanyahu	will	form	a	unity	
government	with	Gantz,	Netanyahu	will	try	to	please	the	settlers	and	the	
Haredim	parties	by	annexing	parts	or	all	of	the	West	Bank,	or	legalizing	
settlements,	or	enhance	the	Jewish	Law.	This	will	be	an	indicator	for	triggering	
the	religious	conflict	in	Israel	and	escalating	the	conflict	with	the	Palestinians	in	
the	West	Bank	and	Gaza	and	with	Hizballah.				
	
Jerusalem 
Though	the	political	situation	seems	quiet	in	Jerusalem,	the	systematic	Israeli	
measures	and	policies	directed	towards	Palestinians,	including	land	grabbing,	
home	confiscation	and	demolition,	denying	building	permits,	imposing	high	
taxes	on	Palestinians	and	other	policies	to	empty	the	city	of	its	indigenous	
people,	are	intensifying.	The	city	has	been	effectively	cut	off	from	its	Palestinian	
context	and	is	left	without	any	supporting	economy.	Israeli	policies	have	avoided	
investing	in	Arab	East	Jerusalem,	fearing	that	such	investments	would	increase	
the	flow	of	Palestinians	into	the	city	and	would	lead	the	way	to	a	future	peace	
deal.	This	has	resulted	in	deteriorating	economic	and	social	conditions,	
especially	among	the	youth	and	women,	many	of	whom	have	emigrated	to	seek	
better	opportunities	abroad.	Such	policies	have	a	negative	impact	on	the	
Christian	presence	in	the	Holy	Land.	Accordingly,	local	and	international	
churches	have	a	big	role	to	play	in	supporting	projects	that	support	youth,	
women	and	the	vulnerable	in	Jerusalem.				
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Gaza	
Israel	continued	to	maintain	its	decade-long	effective	closure	of	Gaza,	
exacerbated	by	Egypt’s	keeping	its	own	border	with	Gaza	largely	sealed.	Israel	
has	continued	to	impose	restrictions	that	limit	the	supply	of	electricity	and	
water,	restrict	access	to	medical	care	and	educational	and	economic	opportunity,	
and	perpetuate	poverty.	Approximately	70	percent	of	Gaza’s	1.9	million	people	
rely	on	humanitarian	assistance.	Punitive	measures	taken	by	the	Palestinian	
Authority	(PA)	have	also	exacerbated	the	humanitarian	crisis	in	Gaza	caused	by	
the	closure	enforced	by	Israel.		
Ongoing	rocket	launches	between	Israel	and	Gaza	continue.		
	
Travel	through	the	Erez	Crossing,	Gaza’s	passenger	crossing	to	Israel,	the	West	
Bank,	and	the	outside	world,	is	limited	to	what	the	Israeli	military	calls	
“exceptional	humanitarian	cases,”	meaning	mostly	medical	patients,	their	
companions,	and	prominent	businesspersons.	
	
Settlements	
In	February	2019,	Israel’s	parliament	(the	Knesset)	passed	the	Regularization	
Law,	which	allows	Israel	to	retroactively	expropriate	private	Palestinian	land	on	
which	settlements	have	been	built,	though	the	High	Court	of	Justice	issued	an	
injunction	freezing	its	implementation	in	August.	Between	July	2016	and	June	
2017,	Israeli	authorities	authorized	construction	work	on	more	than	2,000	new	
housing	units	for	settlers	in	the	West	Bank,	excluding	East	Jerusalem.	
	
Israel	operates	a	two-tiered	system	in	the	West	Bank	that	provides	preferential	
treatment	to	Israeli	settlers	while	imposing	harsh	conditions	on	Palestinians.	
While	settlements	expanded	in	2017,	Israeli	authorities	destroyed	381	homes	
and	other	property,	forcibly	displacing	588	people	as	of	November	6,	in	the	West	
Bank,	including	East	Jerusalem,	as	part	of	discriminatory	practices	that	reject	
almost	all	building	permit	applications	submitted	by	Palestinians.	
	
Israel	
Israeli	authorities	have	continued	to	narrow	the	space	for	criticism	of	its	policies	
toward	Palestinians.	In	March,	the	Knesset	passed	a	law	barring	entry	to	
foreigners	who	call	for	boycotting	Israel	or	settlements.	Authorities	continue	to	
impose	unfair	reporting	requirements	on	nongovernment	organizations	
receiving	most	of	their	funding	from	foreign	government	entities.	
Palestinian	Bedouin	citizens	of	Israel	who	live	in	“unrecognized”	villages	in	the	
Negev	suffered	discriminatory	home	demolitions	on	the	basis	that	their	homes	
were	built	illegally,	even	though	most	of	those	villages	existed	before	the	state	of	
Israel	was	established	or	were	created	in	the	1950s	on	land	to	which	Israel	
transferred	Bedouin	citizens.	
 
CONCLUSION	
I	look	forward	to	collaborating	with	all	of	you	this	week	toward	a	stronger,	more	
sustainable	church	organization	here	in	the	Holy	Land.	I’d	like	to	thank	all	of	our	
partners	for	their	continuous	support	and	prayers	to	ELCJHL,	for	their	
hospitality	and	generosity	during	my	visits.	At	the	same	time,	in	the	spirit	of	
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mutual	accompaniment,	I	ask	God	to	bless	your	churches	and	organizations.	I	
honor	the	fact	that	you	have	your	own	challenges	and	struggles.	Thank	you	for	
your	love,	your	prayers,	and	your	sacrificial	accompaniment	of	the	ELCJHL.	I	
pray	that	we	will	all	continue	to	rejoice	in	hope,	be	patient	in	tribulation,	be	
constant	in	prayer	and	contribute	to	the	needs	of	the	saints.	
	
May	the	peace	of	God	which	passes	all	understanding,	keep	your	hearts	and	minds	
in	Christ	Jesus.	Amen.	
	


