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TUESDAY MORNING 
OPENING 

O Lord, let my soul rise up to meet you: as the day rises to meet the 
sun. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was 
in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

Come, let us sing to the Lord: let us shout for joy to the Rock of our 
salvation.  

OPENING SONG: From Arabic Hymnal 

PSALM 121 (read responsively in English) 

I lift up my eyes to the hills: from where is my help to come? 

My help comes from the Lord: the maker of heaven and earth. 

The Lord will not let your foot be moved: and the one who watches 
over you will not let you fall asleep. 

The Lord shall preserve you from all evil: it is the Lord who will keep 
you safe. 

The Lord shall watch over your going out and your coming in: from 
this time forth for evermore.  

PRAYER 

Lord, may your Holy Spirit dwell within us and among us that we might 
remember to hope in your word, to heed your instruction, and to delight 
in your statues. Grant us humility to obey everything you have 
commanded us. Amen.  



	

SCRIPTURE READING: Acts 5:17-32 

REFLECTION: Bishop Sani Ibrahim Azar 

SONG “Great is Thy Faithfulness”  

 

	

PASSING THE PEACE 
	

HOLY COMMUNION 
The Lord be with you. And also with you.                                                       
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord.                                                
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                                   
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn:  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. Heaven and earth 
are full of your glory, Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
LORD’S PRAYER    (In your mother tongue) 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through 
the healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us 
through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one 
another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

PRAYER FOR BEGINNING OF COCOP                                                      
Lord, we pray for the power to be gentle; the strength to be forgiving; 
the patience to be understanding; and the endurance to accept the 
consequences of holding to what we believe to be right. May we put our 
trust in the power of good to overcome evil and the power of love to 



	

overcome hatred. We pray for the vision to see and the faith to believe 
in a world emancipated from violence, a new world where fear shall no 
longer lead human beings to commit injustice, nor selfishness lead us to 
bring suffering to others. Help us to devote these meetings, and indeed 
our whole life and thought and energy, to the task of making peace, 
praying always for the inspiration and the power of the cross and of the 
empty tomb.  Amen.  

BENEDICTION                

TUESDAY EVENING 

OPENING LITANY 

Your church gathers, Lord,                                                                        
in Palestine and in Germany, in Sweden and in the USA,                        
in Canada and to the ends of the earth.                                                                     
Your church gathers, Lord,                                                                        
in city and country, in suburbs and village,                                                 
in church sanctuaries and in refugee camps,                                            
under olive trees and by streams of water.                                             
Your people gather to praise you, Lord,                                                   
in English and in Arabic, in Spanish and in Kiswahili,                         
with organ and guitar and oud,                                                            
with voices of young and old,                                                                      
with song and with silence,                                                                           
with dance and with prayer.                                                                    
Your people praise you, Lord,                                                                       
for hope in the midst of despair,                                                                  
for strength in times of weakness,                                                          
for justice in situations of oppression,                                                            
for courage in the face of fear,                                                                    
for life in the midst of death.                                                                      

	

We are the people who call you Lord.                                                         
Let everything that breathes, praise you Lord! 

OPENING SONG From Arabic songbook 

SCRIPTURE READING 

REFLECTION: Maria Leppakari 

PRAYERS                                                                                                          
Let us pray: God of justice, bless the bishop, pastors, congregations, and 
educational ministries of the ELCJHL. Strengthen their resolve in the 
face of occupation. Guide them and all leaders in the Middle East to 
know your will and to support a just peace for all of your children.           
God in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

God of love, bless the partner church bodies who faithfully accompany 
the church in Palestine through prayer, partnership, and financial 
support. Breathe love and compassion into their communities, that we 
would be encouraged to stand steadfast for peace: peace in our hearts, 
peace for all creation, and especially peace in the land that is called 
holy. God of mercy, hear our prayer. 

God of unity, we pray for women, children, youth, the disabled, the 
elderly, and others whose voices are often missing from our churches 
and organizations. Transform our communities into bodies where all are 
honored, all are respected, and all are given a place at the table.                 
God of mercy, hear our prayer. 

God of the nations, give to all people and nations gathered for this 
COCOP meeting the blessings of well-being, freedom, and harmony, 
and, above all things, give us faith in you that we may be strengthened 
to care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 



	

LORD’S PRAYER  (in your own language)         

SHARING THE PEACE  

BENEDICTION 

SONG: “We Are Called”  

 

*** 

	

WEDNESDAY MORNING 

OPENING 

O Lord, let my soul rise up to meet you As the day rises to meet the 
sun.  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, As 
it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  Come, 
let us sing to the Lord: let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.  



	

  

SCRIPTURE READING 

REFLECTION: Rev. Said Ailabouni 

PRAYER 

Let us pray for justice and righteousness for all of God’s creation.  

	

Holy God, where ignorance, self-love and insensitivity have fractured 
life in the community, Give us your light, O God of love.  

Where injustice and oppression have broken the spirit of your peoples, 
especially in Israel and Palestine, Give your light, O God who frees. 

Where hunger and poverty, illness and death have made life an 
unbearable burden, especially in Gaza, among the Bedouin, and in 
refugee camps, Give your light, O God of grace. 

Where suspicion and hatred, conflict and war have challenged your 
goodness, especially in Syria, Venezuela, Israel and Palestine, and in 
many other places in our world, Give your light, O God of peace. 

Where terror and extremism seek power and control, and where fear 
poisons human relationships, especially in Europe and the Middle East, 
Give us a perfect love which casts out fear, O God. 

Eternal God, remove the blindness of nations and peoples so that they 
may walk in the light of love. Remove the ignorance and stubbornness 
of nations and peoples so that they may drink from the fountains of your 
goodness. Receive these prayers in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (in your own language)  

BENEDICTION 

CLOSING HYMN: “Yarabba ssalami” 

Yarabba ssalami amter alayna ssalam,  
Yarabba ssalami im la’ qulubana ssalam 
(God of peace, rain peace upon us, fill our hearts with 
peace.) 



	

Yarabba ssalami amter alayna ssalam, 
Yarabba ssalami im’nah biladana ssalam. 
(God of peace, rain peace upon us, give our land peace.) 

*** 

WEDNESDAY EVENING 

OPENING SONG “Take, O Take Me as I Am”  

 

THANKSGIVINGFOR BAPTISM (all gather around the font) 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, � one God, the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation. Amen. 

A reading from the Psalms: The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; 
the God of glory thunders; the Lord is upon the mighty waters. O Lord, 
give strength to your people; give them, O Lord, the blessings of peace. 
(Psalm 29:3, 11) 

	

A reading from Second Corinthians: If anyone is in Christ, there is a 
new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has 
become new! (2 Corinthians 5:17) 

A reading from Revelation: Then the angel showed me the river of the 
water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of 
the Lamb through the middle of the street of the city. On either side of 
the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its 
fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the 
nations. (Revelation 22:1-2) 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s 
mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty, you are the river of life, 
you are the everlasting wellspring, you are the fire of rebirth. Glory to 
you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams.  

Honor to you for cloud and rain, for dew and snow. Your waters are 
below us, around us, above us: our life is born in you. You are the 
fountain of resurrection. Praise to you for your saving waters: 

Noah and the animals survive the flood, Hagar discovers your well.    
The Israelites escape through the sea, and they drink from your gushing 
rock.                                                                                                 
Naaman washes his leprosy away, and the Samaritan woman will never 
be thirsty again.                                                                                                 
Praise to you for the water of baptism and for your Word that saves us 
in this sacrament. Breathe your Spirit into all who are gathered here and 
into all creation. Illumine our days. Enliven our bones. Dry our tears. 
Wash away the sin within us, and drown the evil around us. Satisfy all 
our thirst with your living water, Jesus Christ, our Savior, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

All are invited to touch the water, and then make the sign of the cross on 
a neighbor’s forehead, saying “Remember you are a baptized child of 
God.” 



	

SCRIPTURE READING 

REFLECTION Rev. Munther Isaac  

PRAYER 

Lord, grant us courage to stand firm by the tenets of your kingdom—to 
seek peace and pursue it, to hunger and thirst for righteousness, to 
uphold the cause of the voiceless, to worship no other God before you. 
Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER “Abanal Lathi Fis Sama” p. 4 

BENEDICTION 

THURSDAY MORNING 

OPENING 

O Lord, let my soul rise up to meet you As the day rises to meet the 
sun. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was 
in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

Come, let us sing to the Lord: let us shout for joy to the Rock of our 
salvation.  

OPENING SONG: From Arabic Hymnal  

We who believe in freedom: cannot rest until it comes. 

PSALM 86:6-10 

Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer: and attend to the voice of my 
supplications.                                                                                                     

	

In my time of trouble I will call upon you: for you will answer me. 
Among the gods there is none like you, O Lord: nor anything like your 
works.                                                                                                              
For you are great; you do wondrous things: and you alone are God.        
We who believe in freedom: cannot rest until it comes. 

OPENING PRAYER 

Daniel Berrigan has said, “If you’re going to follow Jesus, well, he got 
killed. That’s part of the job description: making trouble for peace.”  

Let us pray: Today we pray for courage to dig ourselves deeper into 
the good soil, so that your word may take root in us and bring forth 
fruit that nourishes those who hunger for freedom. Amen.  

SCRIPTURE READING 

REFLECTION: Rev.  Fursan Zumot 

PRAYER   

God of the impossible,  We pray for justice, peace and reconciliation 
for Palestine and Israel, and indeed for the world. When the 
challenges seem too many, remind us of your resurrection power; 
when the task of peacemaking and justice-seeking seems 
overwhelming, remind us of the miracle of love; and when apathy 
threatens us, remind us of your vision of a world made whole. Help 
us to hope that the impossible can happen, and to live as if it might 
do so today. Amen. 



	

HYMN: “Christ Be Our Light” 

 

 

 
	

THURSDAY EVENING CLOSING WORSHIP 

OPENING PRAYER 

God of justice, peace and righteousness, come into our midst this 
evening. Breathe your breath, your Spirit of prophecy, your energy, 
your enlivening, your imagination on us. 
Wake us up! 
Open our eyes 
Unplug our ears 
That we might hear 
That we might see 
That we might grieve 
That we might dream 
That we might follow the ways of your extraordinary kingdom. 
Amen. 

OPENING HYMN: from Arabic hymnal 

SCRIPTURE READING 

REFLECTION Bishop Susan Johnson 

CREDO (adapted from “Advent Credo” by Allan Boesak) 

It is not true 
that creation and the human family are doomed to destruction and 
loss— 
This is true: 
For God so loved the world that He gave his only begotten Son, 
that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have everlasting life; 
It is not true 
that we must accept inhumanity and discrimination, hunger and poverty, 
death and destruction— 



	

This is true: 
I have come that they may have life, and that abundantly. 
 
It is not true 
that violence and hatred should have the last word, and that war and 
destruction rule forever— 
This is true: 
Unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given, and the government 
shall be upon his shoulder, his name shall be called wonderful 
councilor, mighty God, the Everlasting, the Prince of peace. 
 
It is not true 
that we are simply victims of the powers of evil who seek to rule the 
world— 
This is true: 
To me is given authority in heaven and on earth, and lo I am with 
you, even until the end of the world. 
 
It is not true 
that we have to wait for those who are specially gifted, who are the 
prophets of the Church before we can be peacemakers— 
This is true: 
I will pour out my spirit on all flesh and your sons and daughters shall 
prophesy, your young men shall see visions and your old men shall 
have dreams. 
 
It is not true 
that our hopes for liberation of humankind, of justice, of human dignity 
of peace are not meant for this earth and for this history— 
This is true: 
The hour comes, and it is now, that the true worshipers shall worship 
God in spirit and in truth. 
 
So let us go out from this place in hope, even hope against hope. 
Let us see visions of love and peace and justice. Let us affirm with 
humility, with joy, with faith, with courage: Jesus Christ—the life of the 
world. Amen, let it be so. 

	

PASSING THE PEACE 

HOLY COMMUNION 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.                                                         
Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord.                                              
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                                                                   
It is right to give our thanks and praise.                                                            
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in 
all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power 
and might. Heaven and earth are full of your glory, Hosanna in the 
highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna 
in the highest.  

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

LORD’S PRAYER    (In your mother tongue) 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ's resurrection you send light to 
conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish 
your people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son's resurrection, that 
we may show your glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen 
Lord. Amen. 

BLESSING                                                                                           
God bless you with insight to recognize violence in all its forms, and 
courage to name it, speaking out for justice. Amen.                               
The Lord Jesus bless you with compassion for the vulnerable, and grace 



	

to stand with them, sharing his strength. Amen.                                        
The Holy Spirit bless you with a prayerful heart, and power to breathe 
peace, transforming the world. Amen.                                                          
The blessing of the holy and glorious Trinity, eternal Wisdom, living 
Word, abiding Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen 

SENDING HYMN  “The Church’s One Foundation” 

 

 
 


