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A Cradle for Leadership 

present and with them we look 

forward to the future. They are the 

reality for to gather we repeat the 

hymn of the psalmist: “I shall not 

die, but I shall live, and recount the 

deeds of the Lord” (Psalm 118:17).     

They are the reality because with 

them and through them the chruch 

and society will renew its power 

and welcomes a future that 

abolishes all cultures of death and 

welcomes the culture of life and 

resurrection.    

 

 

 
 

A church lives in a certain society, it is therefore, part and parcel of 

this society; it understands the mentality, knows the frustrations, 

and carries the hopes of that society. A church should never be 

alienated from the society in which it exists.  

This understanding shaped the mission and vision of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church- Beit Sahour. We live in a certain 

society which has its strengths and weaknesses just as any other 

society. Our mission in this society is to hold the light of Christ 

through being in, with, and for the society of Beit Sahour and 

Palestine; thus comes the name “a cradle for leadership.” Our aim 

is to be with youth, hearing them, to strengthening them, and with 

them build a better future.  

We believe that it is time for us to work, it is time to “lay aside 

every weight…,” it is time to tear down every wall that surrounds 

our lives and hearts, it is time to “run with perseverance the race 

that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfect of our 

faith…” (Heb. 12: 1&2)          

A Cradel for leadership, is our slogan because it is our belief that 

our youth are not only the future of our church and society, they 

are rather the reality of the church and society. They are this reality 

because we don’t wait for them to come, they are with us in the 

 

 

The evangelical Lutheran church 
Beit Sahour 

 
In a little town called Beit Sahour—a town known 
traditionally as the shepherds‘ field, a town in which the 
Gospel of peace and reconciliation between God and man 
was first preached by the angels—lies our evangelical 
Lutheran Church/ Beit Sahour.      
 
Our church is small in number, yet we believe that we have 
a message to deliver to the society in which we live. 
Furthermore, we believe that we have a message to deliver 
to the whole world. Our message calls for a culture of life 
despite all the cultures of death that are spread in the world 
around us.   
 
 We live in a society that is suffering due to the political, 
social, and economical situation; however, we choose not 
to be succumbed to grief instead we lift up the light of 
Christ, the light of Easter with which we are determined to 
light our lives, churches, and society.  
 
This is who we are; we are the children of the resurrection, 
and we want to spread out this good news all over the 
world.       
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Jerusalem:  
heart of conflict, beginning of reconciliation     

 

Rifat Odeh Kassis 

 
For me -- as for most Palestinians, both Muslim and Christian -- Jerusalem is the city 
I love the most and visit the least. As a boy, I remember traveling to Jerusalem with 
my late father along the old road -- a trip that took many hours due to the "no-man's 
zone" that forbade us from directly accessing the city. Despite the obstacles that 
existed even then, I remember going to Jerusalem as a deeply happy event. It meant 
eating the sweets we couldn't find in our village, and visiting the holy places we'd 
only heard about in school and church. Or else it meant going to the doctor, since 
most doctors were based in Jerusalem at that time. In any case, my sentimental 
relationship with the city is strong. 
 
During the 1980s, I worked at the Young Men's Christian Association (YMCA) in 
Jerusalem, and I drove to the office by car every morning. However, when the first 
Palestinian intifada broke out in 1987, Jerusalem was sealed off to those of us who 
lived in the occupied West Bank, and we had to obtain special permits in order to 
enter the city. Legally visiting Jerusalem became impossible for me. Due to my past 
as a political prisoner, I was put on some kind of state blacklist, and so the Israeli 
authorities wouldn't grant me a permit. For some years, I did manage to enter from 
time to time -- until, that is, Israel began construction of the "separation wall," at 
which point all entrances were closed to me. Since 2002, I have not returned. My 25-
year-old son, Dafer, has never been to Jerusalem at all, although he has probably 
traveled half the world. Being barred from Jerusalem is a great loss to me and to my 
family. 
 
While I must invariably address my relationship with Jerusalem in these ways -- in 
the voice of the child I was, the father I am -- I also wish to address Jerusalem's 
many symbolic meanings for myself and for others: for Palestinian Christians in our 
struggle for religious freedom. For Palestinians in general, in our struggle for political 
self-determination. And for Christians and Muslims and Jews, so often locked in 
conflict over a place that should in fact be a model of reconciliation. 

 
For Palestinian Christians, Jerusalem is full not only of symbolic richness, but also of 
symbolic tensions. First of all, although Jerusalem is considered universally sacred 
for Christians all over the world -- the place of Jesus' crucifixion and resurrection, the 
birthplace of Christianity itself, the site of the first churches, the historical destination 
of pilgrimages -- it is in many ways a normal city for us Palestinians. It is our political 
capital, and has traditionally been an economic hub, a center of tourism, health 
services and education. In this sense, then, my relation to Jerusalem as a 
Palestinian Christian is twofold: it is, for me, both the universal sacred place where 
people go to pray and connect to the holy sites and the capital of my country, 
Palestine, even when the occupying state doesn't acknowledge it as such. Even 
more powerfully, however, Jerusalem is the universal sacred place I cannot go to 
practice my faith, and the capital city I cannot visit. 
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Before I came here I did not realize how rare of 
a species I would be as a Lutheran.  I grew up 
in Minnesota surrounded by Scandinavians, 
cold weather lovers and, yes, Lutherans. 
Christians make up less than 2% of the 
Palestinian population and only a tiny fraction of 
that are protestant let alone Lutheran. This 
sliver of population outweighs its numerical data 
in their impact however. I was not surprised, but 
incredibly overwhelmed by the gracious 
welcome I got when first arriving in Beit Sahour 
last August as a Young Adult in Global Mission.  
The congregation at the Lutheran Church in Beit 
Sahour, the staff and students at the Lutheran 
School in Beit Sahour and Palestine has been 
continually welcoming throughout my year here.  
I knew that it would be difficult to jump into such 
a close-knit community, but even through 
language barriers and differences in traditions, I 
never felt closed out or unwanted.  
 
I am sent by the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America as a part of their Young Adults in 
Global Mission program along with five other 
volunteers working within the ministry of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Jordan and the 
Holy Land. We are spread through Ramallah, 
Jerusalem, Bethlehem and Beit Sahour.  We 
are not sent to cause radical change or even to 
be political activists (though we try in peaceful 
ways to make a difference).  Our role is played 
out through accompaniment, which describes 
the way God walks with us, how we walk 
together in community and how we together 
participate in God‘s reconciling mission of 
peace. 
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Yet Jerusalem is also a focal point of the Palestinian struggle, the place where our struggle 
began and where it will end. 
 
According to international law, East Jerusalem is occupied territory, as are the parts of the 
West Bank that Israel unilaterally annexed to the district of Jerusalem. The Fourth Geneva 
Convention of 1949 and the Hague Regulations of 1907 forbid occupying powers from 
altering the ways of life of occupied citizens; they likewise prohibit members of the 
occupying state from settling in the occupied territory.  
 
Israel's actions in East Jerusalem, throughout history as well as today, constitute gross 
violations of international law. The violations themselves are copious and ongoing: historical 
expropriation (since 1967 and through the present day) of private Palestinian-owned land, 
paving the way for illegal Israeli settlements (referred to as "neighborhoods" in Israeli 
discourse); demolitions of Palestinian homes in East Jerusalem (in 2009 alone 47 houses 
were destroyed, leaving 256 people homeless); discriminatory housing permit policies, in 
the sense that nearly 10 times as many building permits are issued to Jews in West 
Jerusalem than to Palestinians in occupied East Jerusalem; Israel's "quiet transfer" policy, 
revoking the residency of East Jerusalemites who moved from municipal borders (1,363 
revocations in 2006, a 300 percent increase from the previous year); and countless others. 
 
What transpires in Jerusalem, then, is a shocking abuse of power, a systematic, ongoing 
and flagrantly illegal usurpation of Palestinian property and autonomye. When we speak of 
Jerusalem, we must speak not only of the Old City and the sacred sites, but also of the 
Jerusalemites themselves. The streets and houses are synonymous with the people who 
live and work and raise their children there. The holy places are synonymous with the 
people praying within them. The city itself is also synonymous with all the people who are 
forcibly prevented from doing so. 
In this way, the physical Jerusalem -- from land to houses to holy sites -- becomes the 
grounds on which both practical and symbolic struggles are carried out. Israel is not simply 
trying to find its place in Jerusalem; rather, it is trying to monopolize Jerusalem (again, on 
both quotidian levels and on universal, sacred ones) and exclude Palestinian Christians and 
Muslims from the city. For us Palestinians, Jerusalem is a city for all three faiths: 
Christianity, Islam and Judaism. Its preciousness should not be stifled, and its holiest 
symbols -- like the al-Aqsa Mosque for Muslims, or the Wailing Wall for Jews -- all deserve 
their existence in this universal city. Any attempt to monopolize them is an attempt to 
monopolize that universality, and this is an effort  we (meaning all peoples) must resist. 
 
These beliefs are articulated in the Kairos document, the Christian Palestinians' statement 
to the world about the occupation of Palestine  and a call for support in opposing it. The 
document's position on Jerusalem and its significance to Christians echoes the statement 
issued by the Heads of Churches published in 1994 and the second one in 2006. Many 
tend to think that Jerusalem is only important for Muslims and Jews; the document stresses 
its equal importance for Christians. The Kairos document addresses Jerusalem both from a 
specifically Palestinian Christian perspective and from a universal human perspective. We 
state very clearly that Jerusalem, and particularly East Jerusalem, is an occupied city; that 
the occupation of Jerusalem is a sin against God and humanity; that it constitutes a 
defiance of His will as well as that of the international community…  
 
PS. To read the full article, and to see more material concerning  Kairos Palestine visit: 
www.kairospalestine.ps   
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Living in community is not always easy, 
when I first arrived I wrote this paragraph: ―It 
is difficult to not worship in my own 
language, but if we can see God in 
community life, then I am certainly not 
lacking. Though I get the feeling that my 
community integration would go much more 
smoothly if I figured out how to drink coffee 
(gawa)....‖ Palestinians are devoted to 
drinking what is known as ‗turkish coffee‘ – 
an intense little shot of unfiltered caffeine 
infused with aroma. It makes its appearance 
during most social functions, meetings, after 
dinner chats, and any other time of the day 
that seems appropriate - which is most 
times. I have yet to adapt to coffee drinking, 
but I don‘t feel so alone as I now know that 
not all Palestinians drink coffee either (tea – 
shai - is fortunately an accepted alternative)!   
 

On a visit to Sabeel, an Ecumenical 
Christian Center in Jerusalem, the speaker 
brought up a common saying "allah 
a'akbar".  We heard this a one-year ago 
when reading about the Iranian protests. It 
translates as "God is Greater" and to me this 
means greater than the land or holy sites or 
borders.  It is hard to remember this 
sometimes when things are just a little too 
real for comfort. But it is true and I see 
Palestinians go out every day with the hope 
for good courage and the faith to see an end 
to this injustice. There is pessimism and 
hopelessness present too, but I feel truly 
blessed to be here and among such loving 
people.  

 

 

http://www.kairospalestine.ps/


 

 

 
 

 

You can support our Mission! 

Dear Friends, Dear Readers: 
This is what we ask of you: 
Come, visit, and wittness the faith, 
hope, and Love which we live. After you 
enjoy your visit return to your 
homeland  as witnesses to the faith 
hope and love that you experianced in 
our homeland.           

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has 

taken place…,  (lk.2:15)  

 

 


