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"Violence is the tool of the incompetent."

This is a poster in the Dar al Kalima School, one of our Evangelical Lutheran Schools in Bethlehem.  Every morning, this prompts our students to think about the climate of violence in which we live.  What are the causes of violence?  What are its consequences?  

Some try to justify violence by claiming it is legitimate resistance to oppression and occupation, or by blaming it on hopelessness and poverty.  We must be clear.  Violence should not be justified or excused.  Yet, it must be understood if we are to make any lasting change in this world that regards violence as the solution to every problem.   We know here that it is all the restrictions and suffering brought about by the occupation that trigger much of the violence, but that doesn't make it right.  We teach that violence is the tool of the incompetent and that violence only breeds more violence.  Violence breeds hatred, retaliation and counter-retaliation.  Violence can never bring justice and peace.  

Many in the world are learning this, and the non-violent force is growing.  Of course we know about Gandhi and Martin Luther King Jr., but I don't think we realize the extent to which non-violence has been a force for the transformation of brutal violence and injustice to reconciliation and democratic principles.  As Walter Wink says:

"In 1989-90 alone, fourteen nations under-went nonviolent revolutions, all of them successful except China, and all of them nonviolent except Romania.  These revolutions involved 1.7 billion people.  If we total all the nonviolent movements of the twentieth century, the figure comes to 3.4 billion people, and again, most were successful.  And yet there are people who still insist that nonviolence doesn't work!  Gene Sharp has itemized 198 different types of nonviolent actions that are a part of the historical record, yet our history books seldom mention any of them, so preoccupied are they with power politics and wars." pg. 3 of his book, Jesus and Non-Violence.
Nowadays, in addition to the hot spots in the world, we watch the growth of domestic violence, shootings at schools, the militarization of our world.  We are called to address these questions.  At the ELCJHL, we teach our children, growing up in the midst of a violent atmosphere, to deal with life in a creative, proactive way:  Our goals are:
- To develop their identities, personalities and gifts to give back to the community;

- To find meaning beyond themselves in the world;

- To express the strong feelings within them brought about by these harsh conditions  through art, music and culture in a way that will help heal therapeutically and holistically to transform and grow; 
We believe these educational and practical methods foster non-violent approaches that change our world in a positive way much better than weapons, wars and smart bombs, if there is such a thing.  Our world is drowning in violence and hatred.  Only non-violent strategies will save and transform our world into the place of salaam/shalom/peace that it should be.

As the prophet Zachariah said:  "Not by might or power but by my spirit, says the Lord of Hosts." 
Religious leaders, educators, leaders of the world:  Enough violence!   Enough war!  Enough occupation!  

For the sake of our children, Palestinian and Israeli, let us join together and liberate us all from hatred, prejudice and fear of the other. 

It is time that religious leaders from every faith and ethnicity have the courage to stand up and denounce any violence or hate done in the name of religion is a blasphemy.

How many more deaths, shattered cities, walls of concrete will it take before we refuse to further destroy one another?  

 If ever there was a time to transform our swords into ploughshares, 

our hatred into love, 


our oppression into freedom, 

occupation into liberation,



it is now!

May God continue to use us all as peacemakers, instruments of this healing, ministers of reconciliation and brokers of justice.     Thank you.

