The Council of the Religious Institutions of the Holy Land 
Statement on Book Burning

May 27, 2008

The Council of the Religious Institutions of the Holy Land issued a statement condemning the burning of copies of Christian Bibles in Or Yehudah.

“No provocation can justify the burning of texts that people consider sacred” the statement declared.  The Council welcomed the apology of Deputy Mayor of Or Yehudah, Uzi Aharon and expressed the hope that the strong reaction in Israel and abroad will deter extremist behavior.  The Council called for general respect for the religious attachments of others and condemned all acts of disrespect against other religions including any and all attempts to proselytize and persuade people to abandon their respective traditions.  The Council of Religious Institutions of the Holy Land is constituted of the Chief Rabbinate of Israel; the Supreme Shaaria Courts and Ministry of Waqf of the PA; and the Patriarchates and Bishoprics of the Holy Land.  
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