Declaration of the Council of the Religious Institutions of the Holy Land
May 27, 2008

“In the image of G-d He created him, male and female He created them.”  (Genesis 1:27)

“Take not life which Allah has made sacred, except by way of justice and law.” (Qur’an 6 v. 151)

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called Children of God.”  (Matthew 5:9)

The three main religions for whom this land is holy, Judaism, Christianity and Islam, teach that shedding innocent blood is the most heinous crime.

Accordingly, we religious leaders and representatives of the principle Israeli and Palestinian religious communities seek an end to the cycle of tragic bloodshed that continues to afflict this land and call for a cessation of all acts of violence and reprisals.

We urge our respective political leaders to sit down together in such a spirit – without being under pressure and threat of violence and death – in order to strive to find an appropriate resolution of the conflict; and thereby to protect all human life that is so precious to the Creator and Master of the Universe, so that all our communities may live in this land in peace and dignity.

