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Salaam and grace to you from Jerusalem, City of Peace

ELCJHL looks to future in training leaders
Adult, youth programs begin

Are good leaders born or made? The ELCJsIL
training its future leaders instead of debating th
guestion. Leadership training was ideeti!as a ¢p
concern by the ELCJHthurch council last Septem-
ber.Two leadership training programs got under wa
this summer, one for adults and one for youth.

dly-August-September 2(

Inside:

* ELCJHLschools
spread hope

e Adult, youth leader-
ship programs com-
mence

Starting June 8, 18 potential leaders gathered at
ELCJHL Lutheran School of Beit Sahour for a threg
week workshop. The workshop is thest! compo-
nent of a three-year program that will include sud
face-to-face workshops as well as online distan
learning and individual coaching.

Leading the program is DNadyne Guzman, an
education professional from Colorado, U.S.A. Fu

Churchegn ish busy
summer

Youth leaders denied
permits

Bishopvisits Canada,
Lebanon, more
Women meet in Ram-
allah

ing for the program was provided by the Norwegia
Ministry of Foreign Affairs through Norwegian
Church Aid.For more on the program, see the re

lated article elsewhere in this newsletter. : Cilengflrs: 10
Although program participants come from variou * Aug.21-Sept. 19:
1 P9 P " 4 Ramadan

professions, most are teachers. ELCditector of 5o 111 Youth from various ELCJIHL congre-
schools Dr. Charlie Haddad organized the Prografihtions get acquainted with a game of tag at a
with the help of Dr. Rod Scheld, who serves as recent leadership training retreat.

education liaison from the ELCJKLU.S. partner
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Ameri&a.

¢ Sept4: East-West
musical evening,
Redeemer, 8 p.m.

Training program seeks to train + Sept.12: Laudamus

youth for church, society Te Choir concert,
World takes note of evictions ELCJHL young people met July 30-Aug. 1 in Redeemer, 8 p.m.
Bethlehem to begin their own leadership traininty Sept.19: Eid-ul-Fitr

in Sheikh Jarrah nelghborhood program. Leading the program, which is known s Sept.28: Yom Kippur
The Aug. 2 eviction Such decisions make Sahiroun, of Night Watchers, are twolnternational * Oct.2-9: Sukkot

of 53 people from their it difl cut for Israelis Center of Bethlehem sfamembers, Susan Gharib® Nov. 7: Organ recital,

homes in the Sheikhand Rilestinians to live and MaryZreineh, as well adshraf Tannous, for ~ Redeemer, 8 p.m.

Jarrah neighborhood of together peacefully, the mer vicar at the ELCIHLutheran Church of Hope ® Nov. 25-29: Hajj

East Jerusalem has garbishop said. “Coexis- in RamallahAccording toZreineh, the participants, * Nov. 36" fiurtAdlka

nered world-wide atten- tence can only happenages 14 to @, will have monthly meetings as well* Dec. 19: Gala Christ-t-

tion. by acceptance of theas a one-week workshop each year of the three-yeaias concert, Redeenem-
ELCJHL Bishop Mu- other and by giving oth- program. h addition to Bible studies, youngsters €f,7 p.m.

nib Younan said the ers their right$,hesad, will learn about communication skills and serving Dec. 11-19: Chanu-

eviction of the families calling the development others. kah

will “create a chaotic “coercive cogistence, The program is apparently off to a good start,

situation in East Jerusa-not just coexistence.”  based on comments Bamous when asked about

lem.” The eviction came Three braeli police the opening weekend.

after thelsraeli Supreme cars guarded settlers in- “The spirit of the kids was very nitehe si.

Court favored Jewish side the Hanoun houseThey were cooperative, very engaged in discussions

claims to the land, cap-while he sat on the side-and readily connected to one another, he said.

ping the evictedPales- walk with the Hanoun Program leaders chose youth to participate in the

tinian families’ 37-year family the week after program based on their leadership potenfihley

legal battle to retain must attend at least 85 percefsessions in order to

ownership. Sheikh Jarrah, Pag e 7 receive a certilcate of participatiomamous saidX
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“Wesuffer from an in-

curable malady: hope.

— Mahmoud Darwish,

Investing in the future, fostering excellence

Hope is part of the curriculum for ELCJHL schools

by Sister Sylvia Countess
The latePalestinian poet, Mahmoud Darwish, once
said of his people;We suffer from an incurable
malady: hopé&.The Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Jordan and the Holy Land would call this condition
a Christian imperative and a national survival skill.
“All we can do is hopewe hae nothing elsé, a

Lutheran school administrator once told a group of

visitors. Living in the economic and political insta-

bility of the Israeli occupation requires steadfastness

and determination.

Recognizinghat skills in peace and democracy
are essential in this troubled region. ELCJ¢L

cial studies teachers participated in a three-day
workshop on democracy and voting practices to
help them prepare young people to be respon-
sible leaders in their communities and country.
Several ELCJHL teachers attended axsilay
special education workshop on topics such as
dyslexa, pre-school skills diagnoses, teaching
and reading methods, cognitive problems and
speech-hearing-sight impairments.

Palestinian poet

elcjhl e-pis
is a publication of the Evan
gelical Lutheran Church i
Jordan and the Holy Land
PO Box 14076
Muristan Road
Jersalem 91140
via Israel

Your comments, critique:
and questions are welcony

at: aschmit®elcjhl.org.

X
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Planning for the future despite a troubled presentThese diverse programs share a commitment to
is a commitment to hop&his past summer staff anddeveloping leadership that will result in educational
students bendéd from some new programs relate@xcellence and dispel the sense of hopelessness that
to the strategic planning begun a few years ago Bsults from dwindling human anchéncial resourc-

Dr. Charlie Haddad, ELCJHIDirector of Educa- es.
tion. “Giving hope in a hopeless situatids a ley mot-

Here is a sample of some of the many ways the of ELCJHL Bishop MunibYounan. Throughhe
ELCJHL is investing in Palestine’s future: help of friends, sponsors and volunteers, ELCJHL

« Eighteen teachers and others from around the Edchools and educational program fstafd students
CJHL began a leadership training program in Junstrive to spread this concept throughoutahea and
The three-week workshop was thest! component invite you to participate in this ventutieough your
of a three-year program that will include on-lingrayers and suppotX

distance learning and individual coaching untikne Sister Sylvia Countess served as the assistant to
summer,when face-to-face contact and collaborqhe ELCJHLdirector of education for four years

tion will resume. returning to the United States iApril 2009 where

ELCJHLtegc_hers O.f Eng_lish as a Second I‘an&'he is nw director of vocation and education for the
guage participated in enrichment classes. ELCA/ELCIC deaconess community
Nine ELCJHL mah and science teachers will '

participate in an educational initiative that willsabbatical, from p. 4
enable them to complete their mastelegree in tion with other Christian denominations in the Holy
pedagogy and teaching methods. Land, and promoting understanding, inter-faith stud-
Two administrators andve teachers from the ies and respect and peaceful aistence between

Lutheran School of Hope in Ramallah will parthe threeAbrahamic faithslt was a great honor for

ticipate in a second year of training through thee to be part of the anniversary celebration in May
Model School Network project. commemorating 170 years of Lutheran witness in

. ) ) the Holy Land, 50 years of the ELCJHId 30 years
Do not leave us alone in this of the Arab bishopric.

struggle,’ bishop tells CEC Now thatl have returned to the Statdsfeel com-

ELCJHL Bishop MunibA. Younan'swords at Pelled to tell the story of the occupation to as many
the 13th assembly of the Conference of EuropeBROple as possiblén my country, the reporting on
Churches apparently have deeply resonated witie situation is overly biased in favor of tiseaeli
peop|e around the worldChe Ecumenical News government, while the p|lght #alestinians is often
International article on his address has been post@gored. Ibdieve also that my sabbatical will en-
widely around the internet. hance the special relationship between the ELCJHL

At the July 15-21 event inylon, FranceYounan and the New England Synod of the ELOA. the
Gas encouraged to set aside prepared remarks #gdds of the sermoh preached at the Evangelical
speak gtemporaneously to the audience of someutheran Church of Hope in Ramallgh,hope that
800 peopleYounan appealed to European churchaghen Ireturn toPalestine will ! nd her prosperous
for their support for peace in the Middle Eagt. and free. In shallahX

ask you as our brothers and sisters in Christ, do {/an Leone is a pastor of tHevangelical Lutheran
leave us alone, do not leave us alone in the strigglgnurch in Americapne of the international partners
Younan is quoted as saying in the IEdtticle, which  of theEL CJHL. Hs corgregation beloms to theEL-
can be found at httfwww.eni.ch/featured/article. cas New Entand Synogdwhich is one 065 ELCA
php?id=3186. synods,and is a close partner of thELCJHL. He
For more on the conference, see the CEC websiiently spent part of his sabbatical leaverfr his
at http://assembly.ceceurope.ory/. church to volunteer and study in Israel-Palestine.
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ELCJHL looks to future in training tomorrow’s leaders

Are good leaders born or made? The ELCJIslL Leading the program is DNadyne Guzman, an
training its future leaders instead of debating thedducation professional from Colorado, U.S.A. Fund-
guestion. Leadership training was ideetias adp ing for the program was provided by the Norwegian
concern by the ELCJHthurch council last Septem- Ministry of Foreign Affairs through Norwegian
ber.Two leadership training programs got under waghurch Aid.For more on the program, see the re-
this summer, one for adults and one for youth.  lated article below.

Starting June 8, 18 potential leaders gathered at thAlthough program participants come from various
ELCJHL Lutheran School of Beit Sahour for a threeprofessions, most are teachers. ELCdhtector of
week workshop. The workshop is thes! compo- schools DrCharlie Haddad ganized the program,
nent of a three-year program that will include suakith the help of DrRod Schokld, who serves as
face-to-face workshops as well as online distaneglucation liaison from the ELCJMLU.S. partner
learning and individual coaching. the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Ameri¥a.

Future ELCJHL leaders apply their skills to life, to larger society
The smiles and laugh- Q ] ; v

ter didnt mean they
weren’t working hard.
The 18 adults gathered
in the sun-lled, chair |
strewn room at the Beit |
Sahour school in late

June were thinking
deeply and xchang-

B z";""" w’ﬁ‘é

-

T, g (i

their leadership training
workshop. Everyone ap-|
plauded after someonej
from each small group
read aloud the group’
sample school goal state
ment.
Led by American
educator Dr Nadyne
Guzman, the sessiong
was one in a three-week
workshop held at the
ELCJHL school in June.
The workshop is therst
component of a three-
year program that will
include such face-to- ] o
face workshops as well as online distance learniffeg Program will help him in the classroom.
and individual coachingThe program is part of the Vhile not limited to educators, most of the pro
ELCJHLUs commitment to train its future leaders. 9ram participants are teachers, many in ELCJH
“It's a very good prograrh,sdd Janelshag, who schools. ELCJHLD_lrector of Education DiCharlie
is a secretary at the school. She said it is a very spiddad led planning efforts. _
cial opportunity to participate in the prograiman ~ 1he goal of the program, according to Guzman,
Omer agreedt “makes you listen more and respedP develop participantsidlity to lead others through
all the opiniong, sdd Omer a member of the EL- building relationships and sharing visiohoward
CJHL Lutheran Church of the Reformation in Beithis end, participants have been askedxamene
Jala and adrabic teacher at the LatiRatriarchate themselves a process that is foundational to leade
school. ship and, she said, strange in a culture that val
“I amproud to be here, to be chosen for this lead@mily above all.. _ o
ership cours&,Ahmad Midani said“l think its a IS been veryintenseste saidParticipants have
good chance for me to improve my skillsdidani been asked to question their vocatlo_ns, their beliefs.
teaches chemistry and science at the ELCS#hiool “It's been really wonderful.Guzmén is currently a
of Hope in Ramallah. He said the skills he learns in Please see Leadership, p .7

b S T

FUTURE ELCJHL leaders created sample school mission statements as part of their participation in a
three-week workshop in June, the rst part of their three-year leadership training program. The lead

trainer for the program is  Dr. Nadyne Guzman, below right, a long-time U.S. educator.
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A sabbatical in the Holy Land

by Rev. Bryan A. Leone

the oflcial Israeli sideThis | feel is the duty of all

When | arived in Jerusalem oApril 20 to meet of us who have had the privilege and opportunity to
with BishopYounan and Dr. Charles Haddad, the swalk with the Palestinians.
perintendent of ELCJHkdhools in the Holy Land,
had no idea what lay in store for ni@lready knew

Rev. Bryan Leone had
to convince students

at the ELCJHL School
of Hope, Ramallah,
that he was on their
side. Once he gained
the students’ trust, his
visits to the school be-

came a favorite part of
his stay in Palestine.

would offer me a rare look into the

that Bish-
op Younan
wanted me
to teach
body -

building at
the Mar

tin Luther
Commu-
nity De-

velopment
Center,
and also
assist in
physical
fitness
classes at
the  Lu-

theran
School of
Hope in
Ramal-
lah. But |

hadn't a
clue about
the peri-

ences that
compledi-

gious, social and political situation that grips the

rael and the Palestinian territories.

Many of my*“students”at tre Community Devel-
opment Center were shop owners in the Old,City There were si Ecumenical AccompanimerRro-
who invited me to visit their shops for é&é and gramme inPalestine andsrael (EAPPI)volunteers
conversation. Theonversation always centered oniving with me at the LWF guest hous€&hrough
the occupation of th@alestinian territories by the conversations with theml, learned many things
Israeli government, as well as religion and politicebout the injustices of the current occupatlomas
Through them came to understand that the situatiomhrough them thdtwas able to visit théTert of Na-
is much more complethan | ever dreamed. Sometions” in the West Bank, near Beit Jala. This was the
believe the occupation will continue for many yeansiost impressive visit of the whole sabbatitakas
to come others believe that only a major war willawestruck by the courage and determination of the
end it. Some believe that if there is a whe Pal-
estinians will be the ones to fif Some refuse to is non-violently resisting the pressures, harassment
leave their homes, while others cannot wait to inand violence perpetrated bsraeli settlers living all
migrate to other countriedmong thePalestinians around themThe Nasserg'efusal to see the settlers
there is no one clear polieyard that is one of the as their‘enemy” is awe-inspiring and powerful, as
problems. But what unites adBalestinians is their is their determination to stay on the land tti@mily
hatred and distrust of thsraeli governments over has held for generations.
the yearsl was pleasantly surprised to learn that al- Equally inspiring is the withess and ministry of the
though Rilestinians have trusted very fé&mnerican ELCJHL. Headed by Bishop Munifounan, with
administrations since 194@8he Nixon and Carter a loyal and dedicated staff, the ELCJi4Lm&ing
administrations are thexeeptions) they neverthe- positive inroads in working for peace, reconciliation
less have a love and respect forAheerican people, and justice for Jews arfehlestinians. Th&LCJIHL

| had visited Neve Shalom-Wahaat al Salaam the
previous year and had been given a tour Pales-
tinian, anlsraeli Arab.l was able to see and docu-
ment !rst-hand the apartheid system of thecupa-
tion which separates, encapsulates and harasses ¢
people in hopes that they will leave their homes and
emigrate elsewhere with no hope of ever returning.

One of my favorite parts of the sabbatical was
working with the children at the Lutheran School of
Hope in Ramallah. Once a wekkvould go there
and play soccer with the children and assist the ath-
letic director in conducting physicatiess classes.
The student body is 70 percent Muslim and 30 per
cent Christianlt was a wonderfuly@erience to see
Muslim and Christian children learning and playing
together in an atmosphere of mutual respect.

One weel decided that would wear their school
T-shirt, which | had purchased when their dance
group, theAl Raja DanceTroupe, toured the U.S.
many years ago. Of course, they were delighted to
see it. Butl forgat that on the front of the shirt was
the slogan;Peace NotValls” with an olive branch.
When | went through theQalandia checkpoint on
my way back to Jerusalem from thi¢es Bank, |
was put through the mill and harassed by the guards.
For 45 minutes they detained me, asking ridiculous
guestions and settingfahe metal detectors, which
is par for the course. The readoten say that they
set off the metal detectors is becalgess wearing
the same belt, the same watch and the same cross
around my neck thathad worn the previous Sunday
The only difference was that befdrevas wearing a
clerical collar and | breezed right through security.

Nasser family, aPalestinian Christian family who

and are eager that their story be heard in the Uniteghtinues to be instrumental in ecumenical coopera-

States and given the same respect and audience as See sabbatical, p. 2
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ELCJHL youth conference denied permission to visit Nazareth
Imagine a bus full of 14-to6tyear-oldsready to  Fifty-four youth from ELCJHL churches were
go on a three-dayxeursion. Now imagine the moodscheduled to attend thaug. 16-18 conference.
in that bus when a military decision makes it impo&-heir destination was the St. Mgret guest house
sible for them to go. in Nazareth.Plans included visitingTiberius and
The young people had begun to gather at the Betbapernaum, as well as celebrating communion at
lehem departure point on Sund&ug. 16, when the Church of the Beatitudes overlooking the Sea of
word came that locatraeli of!cials had decided not Galilee. Banned lectures includeBRastor Ibrahim
to issue permits for the four adult chaperones to stAgar speaking on the need for Christ in this time and
in Nazareth(Youth 16 ard under arexempt from Rishmawi speaking on the two natures of Christ.
this requiremen}.The decision came minutes before Rishmawi is currently seeking a new venue for the
the group was scheduled to depart. conference inside th&/eg Bank.
“They were disappointed and many crieddd ELCJHL Bishop MunibYounan said the incident
Pastor Saliba Rishmawi, the ELCJHiastor who is worrying.
had oganized and was to lead the tflfne children  “This is part of our freedom of religion, that our
asked him;yWhy us and why now?he sid, himself children go to these retreats and get revived in the
asking why the oftial did not communicate his de-Spirit in order that the occupation will not break
cision a week beforéSo you see the situation, howtheir moral€, hesad. Further it hinders clegy from
we sufer,” hesad. “We are feeling now that we aredoing their jobs, which requires freedom of move-
in prison; hesad. He spent the ¢ few hours on ment at all hours, he saMounan said that, contrary
the phone, cancelling the bus and the guest houseaationale given for the denial,gamizers applied
and informing people of the change. well in advance for the permitx.

Women meet in Ramallah for encouragement, validation and fellowship

“I brought evil to the world sad one
woman attending the ELCJHlvomen’s
workshop. Whilgt’s impossible to know
exactly what she meant by this, it's ng
mystery that for millennia, women have
struggled to overcome the legacy of Ev
as the gateway of evil.

The ELCJHL is working to bring a
counter message t@alestinian women.
Seeing themselves as valuable in churgh
and society was the theme of an Aug. 1
workshop in Ramallah. Bassima Jara
iseh, ELCJHLwomen’s desk facilitator
said the workshop was designed to invit
women to look at how they are viewed in
church and society The aim was, what
do | see in myself,” she said.

Speaker Dr Hanadi Younan opened
the session by displaying an illustration
of Eve and the serpent. After sharing their reactiotsnce of outside work and sharing of household dgROMINENT WOMEN
to it, Jaraiseh said the women were encouragedtitgs than women married to Arab husbands. of the Bible provided
tell themselves;l amna Eve that was seduced by About 43 women and 20 children from the ELthe inspiration for EL-
the serpentl am Eve who overcame troublésshe  CJHL, as well as the Greek Catholic, EpiscopafJHL women to see
said. Greek Orthodox and Latin churches, participated. themselves as a valu-

Younan asked participants to think about promi-“They asked many challenging questidniga- 2°le part of society .
nent women of the BibleMary the mother of Jesus,iseh said.They also voiced appreciation for being';g:k fvrvoor?: Tencu}?ekse toa
Mary Magdalene, Susanna and the likard then able to bring their children, she said. The women 3Gijoy a meal together .
think about their own God-given gifts and how theyively participated in the workshop, she sdithey  (vaha Saeed photo )
use them in their congregations, their homes andati shared. No one just sat and looked.”
society.She invited them to challenge socistleas  The net ELCJHL women’s conference Women
about women, which often limit them to the roles dis Peacebuilders,is planned for late September
mother, teacher and housewife. during Eid al-Fitr the Muslim festival that ends

Participants agreedwe should bring our daugh-Ramadan. Théhree-day conference will be held in
ters up to be strong and self caleht” in ways that Nazareth. Jaraiseh said women from other Christian
are sensitive to our conte Jaraiseh said. She saicthurches, as well as Muslim women, will be invited
women married to foreigners reported better acceg-participateX
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Pastor Saliba Rish-
mawi recently traveled

to Indonesia and T ur-
key for interfaith con-

ferences.

“We just tried to do
somethingto have a se-
cure place [for kids]to
do somethig ouside
their house.”

Rula Haddad

Pastor represents ELCJHL at conferences in Indonesia, Turkey
ELCJHL Pastor Saliba Rishmawi attended twaussion:"Wewere able to gue, dialogue and speak

conferences recentlyhel!r st,“Freedon& Respon- everything we thought of and both sides were very
sibility: Joint Theological Eplorations by Chris- open-minded, he s&. Even during breaks, Chris-
tians and Muslim§,was organized by the Lutherantians and Muslims intermingled and conversed,
World Federation inYogyakarta,Indonesia, in co- helping one another understand the dthbeliefs
operation with the Center for Religious and Cros$etter,he saidParticipants continued the discussion
Cultural Studies and tHeadonesian Consortium for about freedom with Buddhists at a lotahple.*We
Religious Studies at the University Gadjah Mada iagreed that freedom ignbur thought- it's in the
Yogyakarta. Thedune 15-22 consultation brought toHoly Scriptures. You can read more about the con-
gether 23 Christian and Muslim scholars to discudgerence ahttpJ//tiny.cdLFZxB
according to the LWF websiteperspectives on the Rishmawi then traveled tAntalya, Turkey, for a
understanding of freedom and responsibility for theonference @yanized by the Center for Coiet Res-
ology, faith identity and mutual relations for com-olution and Reconciliatio(elso known a$Vifag) of
mon good in society. Bethlehem. Theluly 12-B meeting, held in con-

Rishmawi said he was impressed by femiale junction with Rabbis for Human Rights, convened
lamic scholars such as DkminaWadud. She and Muslims, Jews and Christians to discuss issues such
the other female Muslims theteranted to show an- as indigenous people and administration of the holy
other face of thQur’an,” he said. places.

Another high point was the openness of the dis- See Rishmawi, p. 8

Beit Sahour summer camp educates, entertains many children

“Summet ard “camg go taether like*hum- Arabic) presented by thé\l-Hara Theater which
mus' ard “pita.” It's hard to imagine one withouttold a story about childrengght to play One more
the other. academic activity was penmanship classes, which

In June, thanks to an army of volunteers, some Raila said were not very popular mgcessary given
childrenenjoyedthis hot-weathertradition onthe cam-general decline of penmanship am®adgstinian
pus of the ELCJHIBeit Sahour church and school.youth.

Heading up the volunteers was Rula Haddad, wifeAmong volunteers were 10 Beit Sahour teen-agers

of the churcts who led sports,
pastor, Imad dancing  and
Haddad. chess activities.
“We just tried Rula said they
to do something were  “really
to have a secur¢ good teachef's
place[for kidg] and thought it
to do some- was a positive
thing  outside experience for
their  housé, them.
said Rula, who Also volun-
also leads the teering  were
congregation’s ELCA mission-
ladies  group. aries Martin and
She and 10 or Suzanne Shéf
so other women ner, as well as
began planning the sk ELCA
months ago for Young Adults
the fourweek in Global Mis-

FACE PAINTING was just one of the many activities at a summer

camp. Starting camp sponsored by the Lutheran Church of Beit Sahour. sion Vquntgers
June 8, the team they supervise.

offered children ages 7 to 12 played sports, practice@®oth Christian and Muslim children from the

dabka dance or listened to Bible stories. Other dagsighborhood attended the cam/e accepted ev-

they learned how to play chess, sang songs or playay body’ Rua said. But aganizers were forced to

a game with cards decorated wRhlestinian birds. turn some children away after they reachedima

The fun was also educational at times, like when tineum enrollment.

children made recycled paper and recycled glass obEach child paid 100 shekels to participaddi-

jects. tional funding came from congregational and com-
On a few occasions, camp houxtemded into the munity donations, Rula said. She hopes thdliebe

afternoon to allow for &ld trips to go swimming funding and personnel for a camp againtreum-

or see a play, such aslaj Samah (“old marf in mer.X
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ELCJHL strengthens ties with Canadian Lutheran partners

Canadians resolve to advocate

for peace in the Holy Land

Delegates attending the 2009 National Convention
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canédh-
CIC) passed a multi-point resolution to support peace
in the Holy Land. The resolution, which inspired
much discussion on the conventiooor, recognized
the ongoing divisions between Muslims, Jews and
Christians insrael and th@alestinian €rritories.It
lamented violence and oppression in that area, and
directed the ELCC to support a secuteraeli state
and a viable state fétalestinians(Source: Lutheran
Bishop offers ‘Signs of Hope’ World Informatior)
Lutherans in Canada were moved to hear about ~Read more at: httfitiny.cdLMgb8 and http/
hopeful developments irsraelPalestine amid the ~ www.elcic.canews.cfm?articke180
dire political situation. The audience at the national You can read the resolution/diny.cdHgH]L
convention of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Canada responded to Bishop MuAibYounan’s
speech with a standing ovation.

Younan cited the ecclesiastical and education
work of the ELCJHL, as well as its work &ing

relationships with other Christian churches and OtherAfter the day’s session was over, Guzman shared

faith traditions. The church'ministry of reconcili- |, impressions of the program and hepezience
ation is“the very essence of the ministry Jesus leading it

gave us. (You can readYounan'saddress at WWW — «These are incredible peopleshe said. Despite

ell(\:/jlhl.or%XX) 400 | d8ch Mission f living with the dif! cuties of thelsraeli occupation,
ore t an people atten ISsion for they aré‘some of the most hopeful peopiee ever
Others— Signs of Hopé, the June 25-28 ELIC known”

coF?vecri\ti?]n iré/liig,ouver, Brigsh Cr(])_lumbia. hh Guzman is a\merican of M&ican origin and so
ead the S story a ou_t IS Speech Nerés, \nd she had much in common whRalestinians,
(http//www.elcic.cdln-Conventioni2009yVancou- such as sharing a home witktended family

verJune®.cfm) “I've just had a balll've had fun every da¥y she

You can read more about the convention herg . : o
. ) aid. She enjoyed the hospitality of many people
(http//elcic.cdln-Conventioi2009¥ancouvetde- during her thrjegweeks in tNFéSest gank.“l t's )E)epen P

Leadership, from p. 3

leadership consultant through her businésk)ite
cellence,Inc., and was professor of leadership
the University of Colorado at Colorado Springs,

fault.cfm) X lovely,” she said.

Bishop meets with friends But the seriousness of the work is not lost amid
) ! the pleasure ofx@eriencing a new culturéds she

partners in Lebanon worked with program participants, she saw tragm

ELCJHL Bishop MunibYounan traveled to Leba- plying their new-found skills to the Iger society|
non Aug.21-24 to meet with partnerganizations. Ind that's very hearteningshe saidX
Among those he met with were:
» leadersof the National Evangelical Synod ofSheikh Jarrah, from p. 1
Syria and Lebanon to discuss its relationshifaeir eviction, Younan has continued living near
with the ELCJHLard common witness in the said, predicting more the property since then

Middle East. trouble for the neighber in a series of tents that
« membersf Union of theArmenian Evangelical hood. supporters erect almost
Churches in the Near East. While the eviction of as quickly adsraeli au-

» Rev Dr. Riad Jarjour president of the Forumthe Hanoun and Ghawi thorities tear down.
for Development, Culture and Dialogue and thtamilies has aroused in- Whether or not these
Arab Group for Muslim Christian Dialogue. ternational outrage, they evictions stand has enror

+ Dr. Tarig Mitri, the Minister ofinformation for are hardly the ts in  mous ramilcaions for
Lebanon. the neighborhood. Lastother Palestinians liv-

* Fellowshipof Middle East Evangelical ChurchesNovember, Mohammad ing in East Jerusalem
(FMEEC) General Secretary Rosangela Jarjouand Fawzi al-Kurd were website by the Hanoun
in preparation for FMEEC's general assemblgvicted fromtheir Sheikh family explaining the
scheduled for January 201¥ounan asks for Jarrah homelwo weeks situation in detail can be
prayer and support for the work of the fellowlater,the ailing Moham- found at httpJ//standup-
ship.X mad died. MrsAl-Kurd  forjerusalem.orfy X
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“Young people want to
taste Christ in a diffemt

way.

Pastor Samer Azar

Church of the Good Shepherd en joys busy, fruitful summer
It's been anything but a lazy summer at the EL-Among Good Shepherslother projects this sum-

CJHL Church of the Good Shepherd Amman,
Jordan. .

mer were:

a“makeovet for the main hall of Al Khei-me-

Good Shepherd young people studied the Bible, h (The Tenf), the ecumenical community center

sang, camped and splashed during their chsirch’

youth camp in June. Secoridm. 3:16-17 (“All
Scripture is inspired by God ). provided the camp
theme,' The Bible and My Christian FaithLeading

that is a ministry of the churciihe hall got new
ooring, among other improvements that were

funded by NMZ. The100-person hall is used for

congregation gatherings, youth activities, cultur

the 23 youth, ages 12 to 18, were Good Shepherd al events and other social occasions.

Pastor Samer Azar and Mirvat Shatara.

“We are so blessed to have such a space

In addition to daily lectures and devotions, the for our ministry’ Pastor Azarsaid.“This center

youth took a trip to théSeilgarteri atthe Schneller

serves the society at ¢g”’ The growing number

School, where they learned about cooperation, care of senior citizens has motivated the churctide

for others and leadership skillEhey spent a night

velop a ministry to this group two days a week.

at Schneller singing and barbecuing around a camp a visit by Pope BenedicXVI in May. Among
Ir e. Theyplayed games at Gilead Camp and went on the pontif's many activities in Jordan, he vis-

a hike to the Kingalal dam.They had anxursion
to theAmman Waves water park.
The camp concluded withYouth Sunday dur-

ing which the young participants provided readings,

prayers, songs and redions about the camp.
“Young people want to taste Christ in afeliént -
way,” Pastor Azarsaid.“They would like to be ad-

dressed in their own language and their own imagi-

nation. Theylike to live the gospel message in the
21st centuryanissue that requires a continuous dia-

logue with the young people in a bid to understard

their needs and interest#\zar said the aim was to
stress thésola scriptura of the Reformation to im-

ited Jesus baptism site and blessed foundation
stones for the Roman and Greek Catholic church
centers that will be built there. Kighbdullah of
Jordan also gave a plot of land to the ELCJHL,
which hopes to develop a retreat center there.
celebrating the 22nd anniversary of itsucch
center. The church,pasonage, parish haand
community center were dedicatédg. 23, 1987.
commemoratinglordan’sindependence Day on
May 25.

celebratinghe 10th anniversary of Kingbdul-
lah’s coronation, as well as the Great Arab Re-
volt and Army Day.

press on the young people the authority of the Bibie
in the life of the believer.

Azar epressed gratitude to the Finnish Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Mission for theriancial support that
made the camp possible.

held a joint worship with its German-speaking
congregation on June Preaching wadPropst
Uwe Gidbe of Jerusalenthe litugy was a mi

of Arabicand GermanA reception followed the
service X
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Environmental Education Center

launches new, improved website

The ELCJIHLEnvironmental Education Center ha
recently relaunched its website in a newlorful,
easy-to-navigate format. Be sure to watch the be
tiful slide show on the home pdg€heir new web
page can be found atvw.eecp.orgX

In one session, participants gathered in tfagtn

roups and discusséd/hat is land. In preserdtions,

hristians dehed land as'Holy Land; Muslims as
Palestine or*wagqif’ ard Jews asPromised Land.

is provided a basis for discussing lasslies, juris
prudence and treatment of thethef’ in scripture.

The conference, held in cooperation with the-Ger
) . man Development Servidt&lestine, a partner of the
Beit Jala march focuses attention CCRR, is the I in a series in the metwo years
on illegal separation wall designed to help religious leaders promote peace and

Scores of people marched through Beit Jala téstice among citizens and government of!cias.
commemorate thefth anniversary of thénterna-
tional Court of Justice’s opinion that constructio€one ict is political, not religious
of the wall is“contrary to international laivOrga-  The political— na religious — naure of thels-
nized and led by the ELCJHLutheran Church of raeli-Palestinian conict was the central theme of
the Reformation, the July 9 march capped a we&k CIJHL Bishop MunibA. Younan’sluly 15 address
of workshops, demonstrations and soccer matchesridPori, Finland.Younan delivered his speectRec-
the hardships created lbgrael'sconstruction of the onciliation in the Middle East,to a ®nference of
separation wall. the UNAssociation of Finland and the Finnish Red

Some attendees reported that military police pr€ross, in cooperation with tiEanmpere Peace Re-
vented participants from accessingalestinian searchnstitute.
land. You can read an account of this at Hitimy. The full text of Younan's address is aviable at
cd8nviw. X www.elcjhl.orgFinland speech July 200%1&l.docX



