
Page 1

Inside:
• ELCJHL prepares 

for COCOP
• 2009 anniversaries
• Concert series begins
• Review of Bishop’s 

Academy
• EEC water education
• FELM turns 150
• News notes

Salaam and grace to you from Jerusalem, City of Peace January-February 2009

Calendar:
• Jan. 6: Asara B’Tevet
• Jan. 7: Ashoura
• Feb. 9: Tu B’Shvat
• Feb. 21: Shabbat 

Shekalim
• Feb. 25: Ash 

Wednesday
• March 10: Purim
• April 8-16 Seder
• April 12: Easter 

(Western)
• April 19: Easter 

(Orthodox)
• May 10-15: COCOP
• May 16-17: ELCJHL 

50th anniversary

elcjhl e-pistle
News from the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land

ELCJHL hosts N. American bishops
With the bombardment of Gaza providing a sol-

emn backdrop, some 50 North American Lutheran 
bishops visited their Palestinian partners in the 
Holy Land this month. 

Their visit was “ rich and fruitful in many ways,” 
said ELCJHL Bishop Munib A. Younan. The event 
allowed bishops to “meet, share our joys and sor-
rows, and know about our life, culture and dif  -
culties facing the peoples of this troubled region,” 
Younan said.

The Bishops’ Academy is an annual event in 
which leaders from the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America and the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Canada engage in theological re! ection 
and study. Under discussion for years, the trip was 
intended to allow bishops a deeper awareness of 
conditions in the Holy Land, demonstrate the North 
American church’s accompaniment of its Palestin-
ian partner and strengthen efforts to advocate for 
just peace in the region. X

Sallai Meridor, Is-
rael’s ambassador to 
the United States, has 
agreed to inquire into 
the circumstances un-
der which two Pales-
tinian bishops were 
denied entry to Gaza 
recently. On Feb. 4, 
Bishop Munib Younan 
and Anglican Bishop 
Rt. Rev. Suheil Dawani 
were denied entry to 
Gaza, despite assuranc-
es from the Israeli gov-
ernment the previous 
night. They were trav-
eling with the heads of 
churches of Jerusalem 
to visit Christians in the 
region. The two were 
the only Palestinians in 
the group and the only 

ones to be denied entry 
upon reaching the Erez 
Crossing between Israel 
and Gaza.

The group planned 
to visit churches, hu-
manitarian projects of 

Gaza looms large over ELCJHL activities, relationships

 The heads of churches 
in Jerusalem denounced 
Israel’s bombardment 
of Gaza and expressed 
“deep concern, regret 
and shock”  in a Dec. 30, 
2008, statement about 
the 22-day operation. 
The “ renewed cycle 
of violence”  was espe-
cially dif  cult, coming 
as it did “at a time when 
we celebrate Christmas, 

the birth of the King of 
love and peace,” the 
statement said. 
 Church leaders called 
upon Israeli and Pales-
tinian of  cials to “ re-
turn to their senses and 
refrain from all  violent 
acts … and urge them 
instead to work to re-
solve their differences 
through peaceful and 
non-violent means.”  
 They asked the inter-
national community to 
intervene and seek reso-
lution to the con! ict and 
to Palestinian factions 
to end their division for 
the sake of a “j ust and 
comprehensive peace 
in the region.” 
 Jerusalem’s 13 heads 
of churches signed the 
statement, which can be 
found in its entirety at 
www.elcjhl.org. X

Bishops denied entry to Gaza; 
Is. ambassador to investigate

Leaders speak out on Gaza 

Bishops Suheil Dawani (left) and Munib Younan 
were denied entry to Gaza.

OLIVE TREE DANCE Bishops (from left) Susan 
Johnson, Mark Hanson and Munib Younan pack 
down the ground around an olive tree they plant-
ed during the January “Bishop’ s Academy .” For 
more on the event, see stories inside this issue 
and on the website at www.elcjhl.org. 

Please see Denied, p. 4
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“Most Palestinians 
want real peace where 
Palestinians and Israe-
lis can live together as 
good neightors. ”

– Dr. Charlie Haddad

elcjhl e-pistle
is a publication of the 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Jordan and the 
Holy Land. 

PO Box 14076
Muristan Road
Jersalem 91140

Israel

Your comments, critiques 
and questions are welcome 
at: aschmitt@elcjhl.org.

X

Following an invitation from Peace Not Walls 
staff, on Jan. 5 Lutheran   lmmaker Tim Frakes 
donated his time and expertise for two website 
and video production workshops for high school 
students at schools of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Jordan and the Holy Land (ELCJHL). 
Ten students, a teacher, a volunteer, and a princi-
pal attended at no cost during their winter school 
break and in spite of the   ghting in the nearby 
Gaza Strip.

Participants were instructed in basic camera tech-
nique, composition, and sound recording, and were 
also introduced to new video social networking 

sites, blogging, and Facebook. Students showed 
interest, and through Facebook some now have 
continued their conversation with Frakes.  Frakes 
told the students, “I  don’t want to teach you how 
to make videos; I want you to change the world 
through your videos.”

The workshops were held at the Dar Al Kalima 
Lutheran School in Bethlehem and at the Evangeli-
cal Lutheran School of Beit Sahour and were or-
ganized by Sister Sylvia Countess, ELCA Global 
Mission assistant to ELCJHL schools director Dr. 
Charlie Haddad. X

Reprinted with permission from elca.org.

Lutheran • lmmaker leads video workshops for students

ELCJHL Director of 
Education Dr. Charlie 
D. Haddad recently ad-
dressed the Teachers 
of English to Speakers 
of Other Languages at 
George Mason Univer-
sity of Fairfax, Virginia, 
U.S.A., on the topic of 
peace education.

In his Feb. 7 address, 
Haddad described the 
school’s efforts to inte-
grate peace education 
and interfaith dialogue 
into the curriculum. 
Haddad explained the 
steps the ELCJHL is 
taking to respond to 
deteriorating socio-
economic conditions, 
declining income and 
increasing fanaticism in 
the region. Haddad was 
encouraged by the re-
sponse to his message.

“Many of the atten-
dants who are TESOL 
teachers have already 
contacted me by e-mail 
since the conference ex-
pressing interest in do-
ing twinning programs, 
exchanges and pen-pal 
correspondence with 
our schools,” Haddad 

said. Some expressed 
interest in volunteering 
in ELCJHL schools and 
TESOL president Dr. 
Shelly Wong invited 
Haddad to join the or-
ganization. 

A day earlier, Had-
dad met with congres-
sional aids in Wash-

ington, D.C. He said 
his message there was 
that “most Palestinians 
want real peace where 
Palestinians and Israelis 
can again live together 
as good neighbors,” 
but that measures by 
the Israeli government 
are “widening the gap 

between Israelis, Pal-
estinians and also the 
West!”  

Haddad was accom-
panied by Pastor Russ 
Siler, who formerly 
served as pastor for 
the ELCJHL’s English-
speaking congregation 
in Jerusalem. X

AN ADDITION at Dar 
al-Kalima School (top 
photo) will provide 
space for science labs 
and administrative of-
• ces. Overseeing work 
is contractor Anwar 
Hilal. Bottom photo : A 
new third • oor  at th e 
Lutheran School of Beit 
Sahour will be made 
into science labs. Photos : 
S. Countess

Haddad addresses teachers, visits Capital Hill
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by Kendra Kintzi
In a world   lled with mounting concerns about 

the effects of our human actions on the environ-
ment, many of our most precious resources have 
taken on new dimensions of social and ecologi-
cal signi  cance. As a critical resource essential to 
the continuation of all  forms of life, water holds 
a uniquely pivotal place in the spectrum of these 
debates over natural resources. Access to adequate, 
safe water is one of the most fundamental human 
rights necessary for the realization of basic human 
dignity. Yet for many Palestinians, the struggles of 
water shortage and daily water insecurity are an all  
too pressing reality. 

The primary water source located under the West 
Bank, the Western (Mountain) Aquifer, is at risk 
of overuse and contamination as the construction 
of military barriers and water-intensive, environ-
mentally-damaging Israeli settlements continues, 
according to the United Nations Of  ce for the 
Coordination of Human Affairs. Individuals and 
communities who are dependent on agrarian or ru-
minant lifestyles are particularly vulnerable to this 
infringement on natural water sources, as their en-
tire social and economic livelihood is jeopardized. 
Given the strictures imposed by Israeli control 
over regional water sources, conservation educa-
tion is the only tool by which Palestinians can take 
action and maintain access to this crucial resource 
and human right. 

Within this context, the Environmental Education 
Center has worked hard over the past months to 
bolster and expand its water conservation programs 
through educational outreach in public schools. In 
an effort to reach out to more remote communities 
beyond the Bethlehem vicinity, the EEC started up 

a new educational program in November and De-
cember with students from government schools in 
the villages of Janata and Rashaida. Within these 
rural villages, most families earn a signi  cant part 
(if not all)  of their income either from herding 
sheep or goats, or cultivating local crops. 

Staff members visited these schools with interac-
tive presentations to introduce concepts of respon-
sible water management and sustainable water 
use, involving the students in hands-on activities 
to further explore the meaning and signi  cance of 
this important resource in their lives. After these 
presentations, the students were taken on   eld trips 
to the EEC campus in Beit Jala, where they toured 
the botanical gardens and learned more about wa-
ter recycling at our waste-water renewal and natu-
ral treatment facility. The students enjoyed a picnic 
amongst the native trees surrounding the outdoor 
classroom, and learned more about the importance 
of water for local bird biodiversity with demon-
strations from the bird ringing station. 

Teachers, principals and numerous parents also 
participated in a seminar concerning conservation 
strategies and simple steps that individuals can take 
to improve community health and protect precious 
natural resources at their disposal. Although these 
are only small  steps toward restoring equitable wa-
ter distribution and sustainable resource use, these 
activities provided a unique opportunity for stu-
dents to engage with this pressing issue and begin 
to formulate innovative new strategies to bene  t 
their communities. X
Kendra Kintzi is a volunteer at the EEC through 
the ELCA’s “Young Adults in Global Mission” 
program. She is a member of Gloria Dei Lutheran 
Church in Santa Maria, Calif.

EEC teaches water conservation in rural schools

LEARNING + FUN = 
EEC: School children 
from the villages of 
Rashaida and Janata 
participated in dramas, 
picnics, •  eld trips  and 
more as they learned 
about their natural 
surroundings, thanks 
to an outreach project 
of the ELCJHL’s Envi-
ronmental Education 
Center of Beit Jala . 
Here, children engage 
in a coloring activity 
about water conserva-
tion.

The United Nations Of-
  ce for the Coordina-
tion of Human Affairs 
says the West Bank’s 
main water source is 
endangered by overuse 
and by the construction 
of settlements and mili-
tary barriers.



Page 4

Can music bring 
about peace? Some may 
debate this question. 
Others, believing in the 
bene  ts of music, work 
to bring it into people’s 
lives. Over the last year, 
friends of the ELCJHL 
have done just that. The 
next in a series of con-
certs will  feature pianist 
Elisabeth Leonskaya on 
March 12 and March 13 
(see box below).

The concert series be-
gan last spring, when 
the Barbara Schadeberg 
Foundation for Prot-
estant Schools gave a 
grand piano to Talitha 
Kumi School in Beit 
Jala. In April, Israeli-
born violinist Guy 
Braunstein,   rst con-
certmaster of the Berlin 
Philharmonic Orches-
tra, and pianist Ohad 
Ben Ari, performed a 
concert at Talitha Kumi, 
as an expression of soli-
darity with the Palestin-
ian people. 

The following Sep-
tember, Braunstein 
performed the music 
of Mozart and Brahms 
with Palestinian pia-
nist Bishara Harouni. 
This concert, set in the 
beautiful courtyard of 
the Lutheran Church of 
the Redeemer in Jerusa-
lem’s Old City, was or-
ganized by the church’s 
Arabic and German-
speaking congrega-

tions. Also performing 
was Baker Khlei  , a 
gifted oud player from 
Ramallah. 

Torsten Schreiber, 
who organizes the 
concerts, said they are 
intended to enrich and 
support cultural life in 
the region and strength-
en Palestinian cultural 
identity. And, judging 
from the fact that the 
concerts often pair Is-
raeli and Palestinian 
musicians, they illus-
trate the fact that these 
two peoples can co-ex-
ist in harmony.

Schreiber said fund-
ing for the concert se-
ries came mostly from 
friends of the Bahnhof 
Rolandseck, a restored 
train station that now 
serves as a cultural 

center and museum in 
western Germany. 

Other concerts in the 
2008 series featured 
the Arabic Orchestra 
of Nazareth, Germans 
Corinna Pregla and Be-
atrix Klein, Palestinian 
pianists Saleem Abboud 
Ashkar, Nizar Elkkahter 
and Fadi Deeb; and vo-
calists Hiba Batthisch 
and Allah Shurush. 

In addition to the 
March concert, the 
2009 series will  include 
a performance by Pal-
estinian vocalist Rim 
Banna in May. 

Admission is free. For 
more information, call  
the Lutheran Church of 
the Redeemer at +972-
2-626-6800 or e-mail 
propstei@redeemer-je-
rusalem.com. X

Leonskaja, Beethoven on the 
program for •  rs t 2009 concert

Internationally-acclaimed pianist Elisabeth 
Leonskaja will  open the Church of the Redeemer 
2009 concert series with Beethoven’s last three 
sonatas, op. 109, 110 and 111. Russian-born Le-
onskaja is known for the warmth, stylishness and 
elegance of her virtuoso playing. She regularly 
appears as soloist across Europe and works with 
many of the leading conductors and orchestras. 
She is the recipient of many prestigious inter-
national awards including the Austrian Cross of 
Honour for Science and Art, First Class. It is the 
highest award of its kind in Austria.

Leonskaja will  perform two concerts:
Thursday, March 12

Talitha Kumi School, Beit Jala
Evening time to be announced

Friday, March 13
Festival Hall, Church of the Ascension
Augusta Victoria compound, Jerusalem

Evening time to be announced

Admission is free. For more information, call  
the Lutheran Church of the Redeemer at +972-
2-626-6800 or e-mail propstei@redeemer-jeru-
salem.com.

Beethoven sonatas to be on March 12 & 13 concerts
Concerts bring internationally-renowned musicians to region

Hiba Batthisch, a vocalist in the Arabic Orchestra of Nazareth, address-
es the audience while her fellow orchestra members listen. 

Denied, from p. 1
the Middle East Coun-
cil of Churches and the 
Al Ahli Hospital, as 
well  as to “encourage 
Christians at this very 
dif  cult time,” Younan 
said.

“Although we are de-
nied entry, whatever the 
reasons of the Israeli 
security, this will  never 
change our policy. We 
will  continue to work 
for justice, peace and 

reconciliation between 
the two nations and dia-
logue among the three 
religions,” Younan said. 
“We still  believe that 
violence from any side 
will  not bring justice 
and peace. It will  bring 
more hatred and extrem-
ism and bitterness be-
tween the two peoples. 
Only non-violent ways 
will  assure security for 
Israelis and freedom for 
Palestinians.” X

Bishops unable to visit Gaza ministries

The ELCJHL con-
certs sometimes pair 
Israeli and Palestinian 
musicians, il lustrating 
the fact that these two 
peoples can co-exist in 
harmony.
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With the lazy, murky waters of the Jordan River 
as a backdrop, the full- throated singing of the con-
gregation and colorful stoles of the celebrants cre-
ated a festive atmosphere for the Jan. 6 worship 
service.

Members of the Lutheran Church of the Good 
Shepherd in nearby Amman, Jordan, joined North 
American bishops for the eucharist service near 
the place where John the Baptist is thought to have 
baptized Jesus.

It was the   rst such service since His Majesty 
King Abdullah of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jor-
dan gave   ve dunums of land to the ELCJHL last 
May. 

The gift came at the behest of Prince Ghazi bin 
Mohammed, who is the king’s adviser on churches 
in Jordan and a Muslim scholar. In an effort to de-
velop the site, the kingdom is gifting local church-
es with parcels of the land on which to build places 
of worship and pilgrimage. Several are already 
open to visitors and others can be seen in various 
stages of completion across the otherwise treeless, 
sandy terrain. The ELCJHL is exploring its options 
for the site and has not determined a date to begin 
building.

Earlier that day, Bishop Munib Younan, ELCA 
Presiding Bishop Mark Hanson and ELCIC Nation-
al Bishop Susan Johnson met with King Abdullah 
II. Younan said the conversation centered on the 
importance of Arab Christians in building peace 
and civil society. Younan said the king voiced his 
concern about the emigration of Arab Christians 
and asked what Jordon could do to encourage them 
to stay. 

The visit to the baptismal site was the culmina-
tion of a four-day trip to the kingdom by the church 
leaders and some 50 or so bishops from the two 
Lutheran denominations. In other events during 
the Jordan stay, bishops also:
• celebrated the con  rmation of   ve youth at the 

Church of the Good Shepherd.
• met with Mr. Zaid Rifai, the speaker of the Jorda-

nian legislature. 
• signed on to the Amman Message and discussed 

interfaith dialogue with leaders of the Jordanian 
Interfaith Coexistence Research Center.

• visited the ancient Roman ruins of Petra, as well  
as Madaba and Mt. Nebo.

• had lunch at the Jofeh Community Rehabilitation 
Center. X

A • rst for Middle East Lutherans
Lutherans worship, commune at Jordan River baptism site

The Israeli Gaza 
operation “does not 
meet the ethical test of 
proportionality.” 
– Bishop Mark Hanson

SHALL W E GATHER at 
the river ? Celebrating 
Holy Communion at 
the Jordan River are 
ELCA bishops (at left) 
Rev. Dean W. Nelson 
of the Southern Cali-
fornia ( West) Synod 
and Rev. Margaret G.
Payne of the New Eng-
land Synod.  

Events in the region impacted the Jan. 8, 2009, 
program of the bishop’s academy. Several meet-
ings with Israeli of  cials were canceled while oth-
ers were dominated by talk of Gaza. Bishops met 
with Israel’s two chief rabbis, Rabbi Yona Metzger 
and Rabbi Schlomo Amar. Both spoke of Israel’s 
right to defend itself from rockets coming out of 
Gaza. 

Bishop Mark Hanson said he rejected the vio-
lence that had been perpetrated on Israelis but that 
the Gaza operation “does not meet the ethical test 
of proportionality.” Even so, he expressed grati-
tude that their friendship allowed them to have this 
conversation, rather than leaving it to extremists. 
Bishop Susan Johnson stressed her church’s com-
mitment to “staying at the table”  to listen to mul-
tiple voices.

Also that day, bishops heard from representa-
tives of the Israeli ministries of Foreign Aff airs and 
Tourism. No of  cial reason was given for cancel-
ling a visit to the Western Wall  tunnel to the dozens 
of bishops, spouses and staff who gathered outside 
it that evening in anticipation of seeing the site.

Other activities included:
• a tour of Yad Vashem, the Jerusalem memo-

rial to victims of the Holocaust. Church lead-
ers Hanson, Johnson and Younan laid a wreath 
in the Hall  of Remembrance on a crypt that 
contains victims’ ashes. On the following day, 
a Friday, some bishops participated in Shab-
bat services at two synagogues and meals with 
member families.

• a visit to the southern West Bank city of Hebron, 
including a tour of the Abrahim Mosque by Ha-
mad Tamimi. He is the director of interfaith dia-
logue for and brother of Sheik Tayseer Rajaba 
Al-Tamimi, chief judge of the Islamic Shari’a 
courts in Palestine. 

• celebrating Orthodox Christmas Eve on Jan. 6 at 
the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem. 

• placing a wreath at the tomb of Yitzhak Rabin, 
former prime minister of Israel.

• signing a book of condolences in Jerusalem in 
memory of His Holiness Alexei II, Russian Or-
thodox Patriarch.

• hearing from members of the Parents Circle-Fam-
ily Forum, Israeli-Palestinian Bereaved Families 
for Peace.

• touring East Jerusalem with the Israeli Commit-
tee Against House Demolitions. X

Gaza overshadows meetings with Israeli of•  cials
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In a   rst for a local 
Lutheran group, visit-
ing bishops and oth-
ers worshipped in the 
Franciscan chapel of 
the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre in Jerusa-
lem’s Old City. The 
church, which is made 
up of numerous cha-
pels, rooms and halls, 
is the traditional site of 
Jesus’ tomb 

The church is normal-
ly crowded with visitors 
queuing for a turn in the 
tomb monument. But 
the church was closed 
for cleaning to all  but 
the Lutheran group. 
Bishop Mark Hanson 
presided and Bishop 
Younan preached at the 
8 a.m. communion ser-
vice.

In other events that 

day, the group toured 
the grounds and fa-
cilities of the Augusta 
Victoria Hospital, a 
project of the Lutheran 
World Federation. The 
second-largest hospital 
in East Jerusalem, Au-
gusta Victoria primar-
ily serves Palestinians 
and other impoverished 
people. 

Standing on an unde-
veloped patch of hospi-
tal grounds, LWF rep-
resentative Rev. Mark 
Brown described plans 
for an 84-unit housing 
facility to be built there. 
The Israeli separation 
wall  was easily visible 
as it cut through Pales-
tinian neighborhoods 
below. 

Brown explained that 
apartments in the fa-

cility will  be leased to 
Palestinian Christians 
at below-market rates 
as an effort to stem the 
! ow of Christians out 
of the city. The LWF is 
just one of a number of 

organizations that see 
the continued presence 
of Christians in the 
Holy Land as integral 
to the just resolution 
of the Israel-Palestine 
con! ict. X

Lutherans worship in Holy Sepulchre, visit AV Hospital

Wielding picks and 
shovels, bishops plant-
ed olive trees in the vil-
lage of Beddo. The 500 
trees were a gift to the 
village, one of 18 cut 
off from Jerusalem and 
its agricultural land by 
Israel’s separation wall.

The tree planting ac-
tivity was intended as 
a way for the North 
American bishops to 
tangibly symbolize 
their churches’ accom-
paniment relationships 
with the Palestinian 
church through the life-
sustaining olive trees.

ELCA Presiding Bish-

op Mark Hanson called 
the trees a “sign of de  -
ance against occupation 
and the wall.”

The wall ’s ill  effects 
are no more apparent 
than at the Beddo home 
of Sabri Ghrael Abu Sa-

meer. It is surrounded 
on three sides by Israel’s 
separation wall. On the 
fourth side is a heavy 
gate that Israeli solders 
lock each evening. Just 
beyond this enclosure 
are Israeli settlements, 
some of which are built 
on land con  scated 
from Abu Sameer. Two 
of his sons have been 
killed defending their 
land, he said through an 
interpreter.

The bishops conclud-
ed their visit to Beddo 
with songs and prayers 
for justice at the separa-
tion wall. X

Bishops plant olive trees in village, pray at separation wall

Bishop Munib Younan was on hand to congratu-
late the Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Mission on 
its 150th anniversary this year. 

In a live television interview, Younan congratu-
lated FELM on its long history and thanked them 
for their interfaith work in Israel-Palestine, partic-
ularly with foreign laborers. 

“We thank God for the work of FELM in Jerusa-
lem and the whole world,” Younan said. The EL-
CJHL’s partnership with FELM began in 1976. 

Younan also commented on events in Gaza, 
which was under Israeli bombardment during his 

January visit to Finland. He called the war on Gaza 
“an alarm clock”  to the world to work for a peace-
ful, non-violent resolution to the Israel-Palestine 
issue and the creation of a Palestinian state. He also 
met with church and government of  cials. 

FELM is an of  cial missionary organization of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland. It 
was founded in 1859. There are about 220 FELM 
missionaries working in more than 20 countries in 
Africa, Asia, Europe and Latin America. The main 
emphasis of its work is both proclamation of the 
Gospel and Christian service. X

Bishop congratulates FELM on 150 years of ministry

These high fences separate the home of Abu 
Sameer from Israeli settlements on three sides. 

WORSHIPPING in the Holy Sepulchre were 
Bishop Michael F. Keys and his wife, Barbara.

The LWF plans to 
build an 84-unit housing 
facility on the grounds 
of the Augusta Victoria 
Hospital in Jerusalem. 
It will allow Palestinian 
Christians to maintain 
Jerusalem residences 
and IDs.

Israeli settlements 
have been built on the 
many acres of land con-
  scated from the village 
of Beddo.
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Decrying the “spirit of defeatism” brought on 
by occupation, Palestinian prime minister Salam 
Fayyad said he hoped his visitors have “detected 
the positive spirit”  of his people. Fayyad’s com-
ment came during a meeting with a small  contin-
gent of North American bishops at Palestinian Au-
thority headquarters in Ramallah, West Bank, on 
Jan. 13.

Fayyad criticized Israel’s actions in Gaza at the 
time as “highly disproportionate.” Voicing concern 
about the departure of Christians from Palestine, 
Fayyad said he wanted to change the trend and fos-
ter peaceful coexistence.

Bishops then met with government of  cials in 
Ramallah.

“I n just a few years you will  have just the stones, 
not the living stones,” said Issa Kassisieh, of  cer 
for Christian affairs in the president’s of  ce. 

Israel’s bombing of Gaza was aimed at cutting 
ties between it and the West Bank and undermine 
hopes for a Palestinian state, said Dr. Ra  q Hus-
seini, chief of staff to the president. It creates a “vi-
cious circle of violence that will  not end,” he said. 

Claudette Habesch, secretary general of Caritas 
Jerusalem, said the bishops’ visit was a cause for 
hope but asked, “What can you do today to make 
a difference in our lives? … Help us to end this 
occupation.” 

We must talk about the root causes of injustice, 
responded ELCA presiding bishop Mark Hanson. 
“I  think you will  see a more committed Lutheran 
church”  as a result of this trip, he said.

Saying “politicians have failed,” Sheikh Tayseer 
Rajaba Al-Tamimi called faith leaders to action 
in achieving Middle East peace and justice in his 
meeting with North American bishops. 

Al-Tamimi is chief judge of the Islamic Shari’a 
courts in Palestine and a member of the Council of 
Religious Institutions of the Holy Land, a group of 
senior Israeli and Palestinian religious leaders from 
Christian, Jewish and Muslim  organizations. 

Noting that Muslims and Christians make up half 
the world’s population, “I t’s our destiny to live to-
gether as Muslims and Christians,” said Al-Tamimi 
through an interpreter. 

In other events, bishops:
• laid a wreath at the Ramallah tomb of Yasser 

Arafat, the PNA president who died in 2004.
• toured ELCJHL schools and visited with students 

at the Lutheran School of Hope in Ramallah. 
• heard from Dr. Kholoud Dubeis-Abu Dayyah, 

Minister of Tourism and Antiquities and Minis-
ter of Women’s Affairs, Palestine. She said West 
Bank tourism had   nally reached pre-Sept. 11 
levels this year but she feared that violence in 
Gaza would reverse this trend. Tourism provides 
income for the local economy as well  as serving 
as promoting peace and connecting people with 
the area’s historical and cultural heritage, she 
said. X

Bishops pay respects to Palestinian political, religious leaders
Call for religious cooperation  

ELCJHL church lead-
ers stressed service in 
their addresses to North 
American bishops on 
Jan. 10. Rev. Dr. Mi-
tri Raheb, pastor of 
Lutheran Christmas 
Church in Bethlehem, 
told the group about 
his church’s Diyar Con-
sortium. Diyar, which 
means “homeland,” 
is a collection of ecu-
menically-oriented in-
stitutions intended to 
empower and serve 
Palestinians. It includes 
schools, a wellness cen-

ter and a restaurant. Ra-
heb addressed the group 
in the hall  of another 
consortium institution, 
Dar an-Nadwa Addawl-
iyyah, (International 
Center of Bethlehem). 
Diyar employs 100 
people and reaches out 
to 60,000 people each 
year, Raheb said. 

Amid such success, 
Raheb said the bomb-
ing in Gaza has made 
him lose hope that Pal-
estinians will  have their 
own state. He said he 
expects apartheid by 

the end of the year. 
“We are here to serve 

the people of God in 
this country, regardless 

of religion,” said EL-
CJHL Bishop Munib 
Younan.

This vision emanates 
from the Lutheran the-
ology of grace, said the 
bishop, who marked 
11 years of leading the 
church on Jan. 6. Serv-
ing without discrimina-
tion gives the church 
credibility, he said.

Younan thanked the 
group for coming. Such 
a visit “empowers us, it 
refreshes us, it strength-
ens our witness,” he 
said. X

Service is central to ELCJHL ministries, leaders tell bishops

Palestine Muslim leaders, led by Sheikh Al-Tamini, second from left, su-
preme judge of the Islamic courts, Palestine, met with a small group of 
North American Lutheran bishops Jan. 13 in Ramalla . ELCA/John Brooks photo.

Rev. Dr. Mitri Raheb

Serving without dis-
crimination gives the 
church credibility. 

– Bishop Munib 
Younan

“It’s our destiny to 
live together as Mus-
lims and Christians.” 
– Sheikh Al-Tamimi
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ELCJHL news notes
The church, with it s diverse denominations, 

can speak in unison about economics with ethics 
and politics with morals. This was the message of 
Bishop Munib Younan at the Jan. 27 worship ser-
vice for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 
Held at the ELCJHL’s Lutheran Church of the Re-
deemer in Jerusalem’s Old City, the service was at-
tended by leaders of the local Christian churches 
and a large congregation. 

The Week of Prayer is sponsored by the Com-
mission on Faith and Order of the World Council 
of Churches and the Ponti  cal Council for Chris-
tian Unity. The sermon is available at www.elcjhl.
org.

The heads of churches in Jerusalem denounced 
Israel’s bombardment of Gaza and expressed 
“deep concern, regret and shock”  in a Dec. 30, 
2008, statement about the 22-day operation. The 
“ renewed cycle of violence”  was especially dif  -
cult, coming as it did “at a time when we celebrate 
Christmas, the birth of the King of love and peace,” 
the statement said. 

Church leaders called upon Israeli and Palestin-
ian of  cials to “ return to their senses and refrain 
from all  violent acts … and urge them instead to 
work to resolve their differences through peaceful 
and non-violent means.” They asked the interna-
tional community to intervene and seek resolution 
to the con! ict and to Palestinian factions to end 
their division for the sake of a “j ust and compre-
hensive peace in the region.” 

Jerusalem’s 13 heads of churches signed the 
statement, which can be found in its entirety at 
www.elcjhl.org.

In just a few months, the ELCJHL will  celebrate 
its 50th anniversary. This year is also the 30th an-
niversary of its Arab bishopric and the 170th year 
of Lutheran witness in Palestine.

Festivities begin the morning of May 16 with 
music, dancing and lectures at the Lutheran School 
of Beit Sahour. In the afternoon, a photo exhibit of 
the history of the ELCJHL will  be unveiled at the 
International Center of Bethlehem.

The following day at 3 p.m. there will  be a spe-
cial worship service with communion at the Lu-
theran Church of the Redeemer in Jerusalem, fol-
lowed by a reception.

The synod will  welcome many guests and friends 
to the area for events, including its international 
partners in the Coordination Committee for Co-
operation, better known as COCOP, for its annual 
meeting.

Watch for more details in coming newsletters.

The annual meeting of the ELCJHL’s interna-
tional partners, the Coordination Committee for 
Cooperation, better known as COCOP, will  be 
May 10-15 this year. 

COCOP participants will  then be invited to join 
ELCJHL anniversary events, which include ac-
tivities on May 16 at the Lutheran School of Beit 
Sahour and the International Center of Bethlehem. 
Next is a festive service and reception at 3 p.m., 
May 17, at the Lutheran Church of the Redeemer 
in Jerusalem.

Rev. Samer Azar, pastor of the ELCJHL Church 
of the Good Shepherd in Amman, Jordan, moder-
ated a Jan. 24 forum on Gaza. The forum, “Gaza 
between Peace and Surrender,” featured Dr. Atieh 
Mohammad Atieh, poet Sliman Mashini and Dr. 
Jalal Fakhoury. The program is part of the Al Khei-
me-h Community Ecumenical Center’s monthly 
cultural events. About 35 people attended.

Opened in 2007, Al Khei-me-h (The Tent) is a 
ministry of the Church of the Good Shepherd.

More than $3 mill ion has been raised in emergen-
cy aid for Gaza through ACT International, accord-
ing to Bishop Munib Younan. He said the funds 
were to be used for relief work and psychosocial 
assistance through three entities. They include Al 
Ahli Hospital, the YMCA and the Department of 
Service to the Palestine Refugee, a department of 
the Middle East Council of Churches.

Younan expressed thanks for the donations, 
which came from churches and related agencies 
in Germany, Australia, the U.K., Finland, Sweden, 
Denmark, Norway, the Netherlands, the U.S. and 
Canada. 

“We ask God’s blessings for them,” Younan said, 
adding “As much as we thank these people, we are 
praying that justice may come to this country.”

Synod leaders preparing for 
annual COCOP meeting

ELCJHL anniversary approaches,
features music, photos and more

ACT raises $3 million for Gaza

A new afterschool ministry attracted as many as 
90 children from the Daheisheh refugee camp on 
its opening week in January. “K haimat Ibrahim” 
(Tent of Abraham) is a project of House of Abra-
ham and the Lutheran Church of the Reformation 
in Beit Jala. 

Under an actual tent in the camp, children re-
ceive a full  meal and participate in craft projects, 
make music and get help with homework. Ministry 
staff will  seek professional assistance if participat-
ing children suffer from serious health, learning or 
behavioral problems. Organizers say they are the 
  rst to offer such on-site services free of charge. 

Daheisheh refugee camp is home to some 12,000 
residents, half of whom are children. Conditions 
are dismal. Unemployment is high, living quarters 
are cramped and poverty is extreme. 

In addition to local staff, students from area col-
leges will  provide academic tutoring. Daheisheh 
residents also volunteer. Parents and grandparents 
of participating children will  be encouraged to as-
sist. 

A gift from the Presbyterian Church (USA) en-
abled the opening of the Tent of Abraham. Ongo-
ing funding comes from the House of Abraham, 
the congregation and private donors abroad.

“Tent of Abraham” delights 
Daheisheh camp children

G. Shepherd hosts Gaza forum
Check the ELCJHL 

website at www.eljchl.
org for more informa-
tion about the history of 
the ELCJHL.


