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Salaam and grace to you from Jerusalem, City of Peace

Gaza looms large over ELCJHL activities, relationships

ELCJHL hosts N. American bishops

With the bombardment dgtaz providing a sl
emn bakdrop,same 50 NorthAmerican Lutheran
bishops visited their Pastinian partners in the
Holy Land this month.

Their visit was'rich and fruitfu in many ways”
said ELCJHLBishop MunibA. Younan. he event
allowed bishops t6meet, share ourjoys and sor
rows, ard know about outife, cuture and dif-
culties facing the pedes of this trouked region’
Younan said

The Bishops’Academy is an annlaewent in
which leaders from the Evanigeal Lutheran
Church in America and the Evarigal Lutheran
Church in Canada engage in thagicd re! edion
and studyUnder discussion for yearthe trip was
intended to thow bishops a deeper awareness 3 A\
conditions in the Hiy Land demonstrate the North |7 4 = b
American churcts accompaniment of its Rstin |= ¥,
ian partner and strengthen efforts to advocate
just peace in the regioK

OLIVE TREE DANCE Bishops (from left) Susan
Johnson, Mark Hanson and Munib ~ Younan pack
down the ground around an olive tree they plant-

ed during the January “Bishop’ s Academy .” For
more on the event, see stories inside this issue
and on the website at www.elcjhl.org.

in Jeruskem denounced

Bishops denied entry to Gaza; srad's  bombardment

Is. ambassador to investigate of Gaza and &pressed
Sdlai Meridor Is- ones to be denied entry“deep concern regret
rad's ambassador to upon reaching the Eze and shok” in aDec 30,
the United States has Crossing betweelsraé 2008, siatement about
agreed to iguire into andGaza the 22day operation
the circumstances un The group fanned The “renewed cye
der which two Ples to visit churches hu- of violencé was espe
tinian bishops were manitarian priects of cidly dif cut, coming
denied entry toGaza as it did“at a time when
recenty. On Fé. 4, we cdebrate Christmas
Bishop Munib Younan ~—
and Andican Bishop
Rt. Rev. Suhei Dawani
were denied entry to %
Gaza, despite assuranc
es from thdsradi gov-
ernment the previous
night They were trav
eling with the heads of
churches of Jerukam
to visit Christians in the
region The two were

Please see Denied, p. 4

the oy Pdestinians in Bishops Suheil Dawani (left) and Munib Younan
the group and the tyn were denied entry to Gaza.

Leaders speak out on Gaza
The heads of churchesthe birth of theKing of °

love and peagé the
statement said

Churchleaders déed °
uponlsraéi and Pées
tinian of cias to “re-
turn to their senses and*
refrain from # violent
acts... and umge them
instead to wdt to re-
sdve their diferences
through peacefu ard
nortviolent means$

They aged the inter
nationd community to
intervene and s&aeso
lution to the cohict and
to Pdestinian factions
to end their division for
the s&e of a“just and
comprehensive peace
in the region’

Jausdem’s 13 heads
of churches signed the
statementwhich can be
found in its entirety at
www.elcjhl.org. X
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“Most Palestinians
want real peace where
Palestinians and Israe-
lis can live together as
good neightors. ”

—Dr. Chatie Haddad

is a pulication of the
Evangéica Lutheran
Church in Jordan and the
Holy Land
PO B 14076
Muristan Road
Jerséem 9140
Israg

Yourcommentgritiques
andquestions are weome
at aschmit@elcjhl.org.

X

elcjhl e-pistl

Haddad addresses teachers, visits Capital Hill

ELCJHL Director of said Some epressed ington D.C. He sad between Isradis, Pd-
Education Dr. Charie interest in véunteering his message there wasestinians and lao the
D. Haddad recehy ad in ELCJHLscods and that “most Péestinians West!
dressed theTeachers TESOL president Dr. want rea peace where Haddad was accom
of Endish to Spe&kers Shdly Wong invited Pdestinians antsradis panied by Pastor Russ
of Other Languages atHaddad tojoin the of can againive together Siler, who formety
George Masorlniver ganization as good neighbofs served as pastor for
sity of Fairfa, Virginia, A day ealier, Had- but that measures bythe ELCJHIs Endish
U.SA., on the topic of dad met with congres the Isradi government spe&ing congregation
peace education siond aids in Wash are “widening the gap in Jeruskem X

In his Feb7 address
Haddad described the
schod’s efforts to inte
grate peace education
and interfaith dibbgue
into the currictum.
Haddad gplained the
steps the ELCJHLis
taking to respond to
deteriorating socio
economic  conditions
dedining income and
increasing fanaticism in
the region Haddad was
encouraged by the te
sponse to his message

“Many of the atten
dants who areTESOL
teachers have l@ady
contacted me by-malil
since the conference-e
pressing interest in do
ing twinning programs
exchanges and pemd
correspondence  with
our schots,” Haddad

AN ADDITION at Dar
al-Kalima School (top
photo)  will  provide
space for science labs
and administrative of-
« ces. Overseeing work
is contractor  Anwar
Hilal. Bottom photo : A
new third eoor at the
Lutheran School of Beit
Sahour will be made

into science labs.
S. Countess

Photos :

Lutheran siImmaker leads video workshops for students

Fdlowing an invitation from Peace N&Vals sites blogging ard Facebok. Students showed
@aﬁ, on Ja. 5 Lutheran Imméer Tim Frakes interest ard through Facebdosane now have
donated his time andxpertise for two website continued their conversation with kes Frakes
and video production wkshops for high schdo told the students'l don’t want to teach you how
students at sché® of the Evande&a Lutheran to mé&e videos | want you to change the wior
Church in Jordan and the HoLand (ELCJHL). through your videa$
Ten studentsa eachera volunteer ard a princi The wokshops were Hd at theDar Al Kalima
pd atended at no cost during their winter schod utheranSchod in Bethlehem and at the Evarge
brek ard in spite of the ghting in the nearby cd LutheranSchod of Beit Sahour and were or
Gaza Strip. ganied by Sister Sylvia CountessELCA Globd

Participants were instructed in basic camera-tedilission assistant to ELCJH&chods directorDr.
nigue, camposition ard sound recordingard were  Chatie Haddad X
also introduced to new video sokiagworking Reprinted with permission from elca.org.



EEC teaches water conservation in rural schools Pag3

by KendraKintzi a new educatiomgrogram in November anfDe-
In a wotd Iled with mounting concerns aboutcember with students from government sdkan
the effects of our human actions on the envirothe vilages of Janata and Rashaidathin these
ment many of our most precious resources haveird villages most famlies earn a signcant part
taken on new dimensions of sociard ecdogi- (if not dl) of their income either from herding
cd signi cance As a aitical resource essentido sheep or goat®r cdtivatinglocd crops
the continuation of la forms of life, water hdds  Staff members visited these scHeith interae
a unudy pivotd place in the spectrum of theseive presentations to introduce concepts of respohh€ United Nations Of-
debates over natdreesourcesAccess to adguate  sible water management and sustaieatvater ~ce for theCoordina-
safe water is one of the most fundamehtanan use involving the students in hands activities tion of HumanAffairs
rights necessary for the teztion of basic human to further explore the meaning and sigmiance of Sa&s theWestBank's
dignity. Yet for many Peestiniansthe strugdes of this important resource in thdives After these Main water sarceis
water shortage and diiwater insecurity are alla presentationghe students werekan on dd trips endangeredby overuse
too pressing rdiy. to the EEC campus in Beitldawhere they toured andby the constuction
The primary water sourdecated under thé/est the botanicagardens andearned more about wa Of settlements and mili-
Bark, the Western(Mountair) Aquifer, is atrisk ter recyding at our wastevater renewlbard naty  tary barriers.
of overuse and contamination as the constructioa treatment fadity. The students g¢ayed a picnic
of military barriers and waténtensive erviron- amongst the native trees surrounding the outdoor
mentdly-damaginglsraéi settements continues classroomard learned more about the importance
according to theUnited Nations Ofce for the of water forlocd bird biodiversity with demon
Coordination of Humariffairs. Individuds and strations from the bird ringing station
communities who are dependent on agrarian-or ruTeachersprincipds and numerous parents@
minantlifestyles are partidary vulnerabbe to this participated in a seminar concerning conservation
infringement on natutavater sourcesas tleir en  strategies and singsteps that individds.can tae
tire socid ard economidivelihood isjeopardied to improve community hdt and protect precious
Given the strictures imposed Hgradi contrd naturad resources at their dispds@lthough these
over regionhwater sourcesconservation educa are oty smdl steps toward restoringiaitabe wa
tion is the oty tod by which Pdestinians can k& ter distribution and sustainkbresource us¢hese
action and maintain access to this cruoisource activities provided a ugue opportunity for stu
and human right dents to engage with this pressing issue and begin
Within this conteat, the EnvironmenteEducation to formdate innovative new strategies to bene
Center has wied hard over the past months teheir communitiesX
bdster and gpand its water conservation program&endra Kintz is a vounteer at theEEC through
through educationautreach in pubic schods. In  the ELCAS “Young Adlis in Global Mission”
an effort to reach out to more remote communitiggogram. ®e is a meiver of Gloria Dei Lutheran
beyond the Betehem vicinity the EEC started up Chuch in Santa Maria, Calif.

LEARNING + FUN =
EEC: School children

from the villages of

Rashaida and Janata
participatedindramas,

picnics, ¢ eld trips and
more as they learned

about their natural

surroundings, thanks

to an outreach project

of the ELCJHL'’s Envi-
ronmental Education

Center of Beit Jala .
Here, children engage
in a coloring activity

about water conserva-

tion.
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The ELCJHL con-

certs sometimes pair
Israeli and Palestinian gan last spring when
musicians, illustrating
the fact that these two Foundation for

peoples can coxest in
harmony.

Beethoven sonatas to be on March 12 & 13 concerts
Concerts bring internationally-renowned musicians to region

Can music bring
about peacSome may
debate this question
Others bdieving in the
bene ts of music, work
to bring it into peofe’s
lives. Over thelast year
friends of the ELCJHL
have dongust thatThe
next in a series of con
certs wil feature pianist
Elisabeth Leorisaya on
March 12 and March3
(see ba bdow).

The concert series be

the Barbargchadeberg
Pret
estant Schods gave a
grand piano toTalitha
Kumi Schod in Beit
Jda In April, Isradi-
born  vidinist Guy
Braunstein rst con
certmaster of the Ben
Phiharmonic Orches
tra, ard pianist Ohad
Ben Ari, peformed a
concert afalithaKumi,
as an gpression of sl
darity with the Pkestin

ian peope.

The fdlowing Sep
tember Braunstein

with Pdestinian pia
nist Bishara Harouni

beautifd courtyard of

lem’s Ad City, was or
ganied by the churck’
Arabic and German
spe&ing congrega

Leonskaja, Beethoven on the

program for ¢ rst 2009 concert
Internationfly-acdaimed pianist Hsabeth

2009 concert series with Beethowldst threeg
sonatasop. 109, 110 and 11 Russianborn Le

onkaja isknown for the warmthstylishness andl
elegance of her virtuosdgying She reglary
appears as saist across Europe and vksrwith

She is the recipient of many prestigious inte
nationa awards in¢uding theAustrian Cross o
Honour forScience and\rt, First ass |t is the
highest award of itkind in Austria
Leongkaja will perform two concerts
Thursday, March 12
Talitha Kumi Schod, Beit Jda
Evening time to be announced

Friday, March 13
Festivd Hall, Church of the Ascension
AugustaVictoria compoundJerustem
Evening time to be announced

Admission is freeFor more informationcdl
the Lutheran Church of the Redeemet@if2-
2-626-6800 or emal propste@redeemefjeru
sdemcom

Leongaja will open the Church of the Redeenjer

tions Also performing
was B&er Khlei , a

performed the music gifted oud payer from
of Mozart and Brahms Ramdlah

Schreiber
the

Torsten
who olganees

Hiba Batthisch, a vocalist in the Arabic Orchestra of Nazareth, address-
es the audience while her fellow orchestra members listen.

center and museum in
westernGermany
Other concerts in the
208 saies featured
the Arabic Orchestra
of Nazareth Germans

This concertsd in the concerts sdad they are Corinna Preta and Be

intended to enrich and atrix Klein, Pdestinian

the Lutheran Church of support citurd life in
the Redeemer in Jerusathe region and strength Ashkar, Nizar Bkkahter

en Pé&estinian clturd
identity. And, judging

pianistsSaleem Abboud

and FadDeeh ard vo
cdists Hiba Batthisch

from the fact that the and AllahShurush

concerts often paits-
radi and Pgestinian
musicians they ilus

In addition to the
March concert the
2009 series Mli include

trate the fact that thesea performance by Ra

two peopes can ceex-
ist in harmony

estinian vochst Rim
Banna in May

many of thdeading conductors and orchestrgs

Schreiber said fund  Admission is freeFor
ing for the concert se more information cdl
ries came mobt from the Lutheran Church of
friends of the Bahnhof the Redeemer ait972-
Rolandsek, a restored 2-626-6800 or emai
train station that now propste@redeenerje-

rserves as a twrd

rusdemcom X

Bishops unable to visit Gaza ministries

Denied, from p. 1
the Midde East Coun

reconcliation between
the two nations and dia

cil of Churches and the |ogue among the three

Al Ahli Hospitd, as

religions” Younan said

well as to “encourage “We stil bdieve that
Christians at this very violence from any side

dif cut time” Younan
said

“Although we are de
nied entrywhatever the
reasons of thelsradi
security this will never
change our picy. We
will continue to wok
for justice peace and

will nat bring justice
and peacelt will bring
more hatred andkerem:
ism and bitterness be
tween the two pedps
Only nonviolent ways
will asure security for
Isragis and freedom for
Pdestinians’ X
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Lutherans worship, commune at Jordan River baptism site

With thelazy, murky waters of the Jordan Rive
as a bakdrop, the ful-throated singing of the cen
gregation and dorful sibles of the ceebrants cre
ated a festive atmosphere for the .Janvorship
service

Members of the Lutheran Church of t®od
Shepherd in nearbfmman Jadan joined North SHALL WE GATHER at
American bishops for the eucharist service nepr the river ? Celebrating

. Holy Communion at
the gace where John the Baptist is thought to haye the Jordan River are

baptzed Jesus o o ELCA bishops (at left)
It was the rgt such service since His sty Rev. Dean W. Nelson
King Abdulah of the Hashemit&ingdom of Jor of the Southern Cali-
dan gave ve dunums ofland to the ELCJHIlast fornia (West) Synod
May. and Rev. Margaret G.
The gift came at the behest of Prir@kazi bin Payne of the New Eng-
Mohammedwho is theking's adviser on churches land Synod.

in Jordan and a Mlisn schdar. In an effort to de
velop the sitethe kingdom is giftinglocd church
es with parcks of theland on which to bild paces ~ The visit to the baptisnhaite was the dmina
of worship and pgrimage Severa are dready tion of a fourday trip to thekingdom by the church
open to visitors and others can be seen in varioggiders and some 50 or so bishops from the two
stages of comption across the otherwise tregs Lutheran denominationdn other events during
sandy terrainThe ELCJHLis exploring its options the Jordan stapishops sa
for the site and has not determined a date to begigdebrated the commation of ve youth at the
building. Church of theGood Shepherd

Eatfier that day Bishop MunibYounan ELCA * metwith Mr. Zaid Rifai, the spe&er of the Jorda
Presiding Bishop M&Hanson and ELCC Natior nianlegidature
a BishopSusan Johnson met witking Abdulah * signedon to the Amman Message and discussed
Il. Younan said the conversation centered on thénterfaith didogue withleaders of the Jordanian
importance of Arab Christians in Wbding peace Interfaith Cogistence Research Center
and civl scciety. Younan said th&ing voiced his ¢ visitedthe ancient Roman ruins of Petes wdl
concern about the emigration of Arab Christiansas Madaba and MNeba
and aked what Jordon cdd do to encourage theme hadlunch at the Jofeh Community ReHéhtion
to stay CenterX

Gaza overshadows meetings with Israeli ofe  cials

Events in the region impacted the .J&n2009, rial to victims of the Hmcaust Churchlead
program of the bishop’academySevera meet ers HansonJohnson andfounanlaid a wreath
ings withlsradi of cials were canded whie oth in the Hdl of Remembrance on a crypt that
ers were dominated bylkaof Gaza. Bishops met  contains victims’ ashe©n the fdlowing day
with Israd’s two chief rabbisRabbi Yona Mezger  a Friday some bishops participated $hab
and RabbiSchiomo Amar Both spke of Israd’s bat services at two synagogues andIsedth
right to defend itdé from rodkets coming out of member fanlies.

Gaza. avisit to the southerkiVest Bakk city of Hebron

Bishop Mak Hanson said he fected the vie  including a tour of the Abrahim Mqgse by Ha
lence that had been perpetratedsyadis but that madTamimi. He is the director of interfaith dia
the Gaza operatiorfdoes not meet the ethidast logue for and brother ddhek Tayseer Riaba
of proportiondity.” Even sq he epressed grati  Al-Tamimi, chief judge of theldamic Shari'a
tude that their friendshidlawed them to have this courts in Pkestine
conversationrather thanleaving it to &tremists < cdebrating Orthodw Christmas Eve on Ja® at
Bishop Susan Johnson stressed her church’s-comthe Church of the Nativity in Belitbhem
mitment to“staying at the tdb” to listen to ml+ < placing a wreath at the tomb W¥ftzhak Rabin,
tiple voices former prime minister ofsrag.

Also that daybishops heard from representas signinga bodk of canddences in Jerusam in
tives of the sradi ministries of Foreigi\ffairs and  memory of His Htiness Aexei ll, Russian Or
Tourism No of cial reason was given for carlee  thodox Patriarch
ling a visit to thaVesternWall tunnd tothe daens < hearingrom members of the Parents C&¢am
of bishops spouses and stiivho gathered outside ily Forum Isragi-Pdestinian Bereaved Fahgs
it that evening in anticipation of seeing the site  for Peace

Other activities inided « touring East Jerusam with thelsradi Commit
« atour of YadVashemthe Jerudam meme tee AgainsHouseDemditions. X

The Israeli Gaza
operation “does not
meet the ethical test of
proportionality.”

— Bishop Mak Hanson
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The LWF plans to
build an84-wnit hausing
facility on the gmounds
of theAugusta Victoria
Hospital in Jerusalem.
It will allow Palestinian
Christians to maintain

Jerwsalem esidences
and IDs.
Israeli settlements

have been hilt on the
manyaaesof land con-

scated fronthe village
of Beddo.

Lutherans worship in Holy Sepulchre, visit

In a r& for alocd
Lutheran group visit-
ing bishops and oth
ers worshipped in the
Franciscan chape of
the Church of the Hg
Sepdchre in Jerusa
lem's Qd City. The
church which is made
up of numerous cha
pds, rooms and higs,
is the traditionksite of
Jesus’ tomb

The church is nornta
ly crowded with visitors
gueuing for a turn in the
tomb monument But
the church waslosed
for cleaning to & bu
the Lutheran group
Bishop Mak Hanson
presided and Bishop

Younan preached at thetinian

8 am. communion ser
vice.

day, the group toured
the grounds and f{fa
cilities of the Augusta
Victoria Hospity a
project of the Lutheran
World FederationThe
secondargest hospita
in East Jerusam, Au-
gusta Victoria primar
ily serves Pastinians
and other impoverished
peope.

Standing on an unde
veloped patch of hospi
tal grounds LWF rep
resentative RevMark
Brown described lpns
for an 84-unit housing
facility to be buit there
The Isradi separation
wall was eadiy visible
as it cut through Pas
neighborhoods
bdow.

Brown explained that

AV Hospital

WORSHIPPING in the Holy Sepulchre were
Bishop Michael F. Keys and his wife, Barbara.

cility will beleased to organkations that see
Pdestinian Christians the continued presence
at bdow-market rates of Christians in the
as an dbrt to stem the Holy Land as integia
I'ow of Christians out to the just reséution
of the city The LIWF is of the Israé-Pdestine

In other events that apartments in the fa just one of a number of con ict. X

Bishop congratulates FELM on 150 years of ministry

Bishop MunibYounan was on hand to congratuJanuary visit to Filand He cdl ed the war oftcaza
late the Finnish Evantieal Lutheran Mission on “an darm dodk” to the wotd to wok for a peace
its 150th anniversary this year

In alive tdevision interviewYounan congratu
lated FELM on itdong history and thaed them
for their interfaith wok in Israé-Pdestine patic-
ulady with foreignlaborers

“We thark God for the wok of FELM in Jerusa
lem and the wHe wotd,” Younan saidThe EL-

CJHL's partnership with

FELM began in 18

Younan &0 commented on events (@Baza,
which was undetsra¢i bombardment during his Gospé and Christian servic&

ful, non-violent restution to thelsrad-Pdestine
issue and the creation of al€stinian statdHeaso
met with church and government ofals.

FELM is an of ciad missionary aganiation of
the Evangkca Lutheran Church of Fland It
was founded in 859. There are about 220 FELM
missionaries wding in more than 20 countries in
Africa, Asia, Europe and Latirimerica The main
emphasis of its wéris bah prodamation of the

Bishops plant olive trees in village, pray at separation wall

Wielding piks and
shoves, bishops pant
ed dive trees in the W
lage of BeddoThe 500
trees were a gift to the
village ore of 18 cu
off from Jeruseem and
its agricdturd land by
Israd’s separation wih

The tree fanting ae
tivity was intended as
a way for the North
American bishops to
tangidy symbadize
their churchesacom
paniment r&ationships
with the Péestinian
church through théfe-
sustaining btive trees

ELCAPresiding Bish

These high fences separate the home of
Sameer from Israeli settlements on three sides.

op Mak Hanson c#ed
the trees &sign of de -

meer It is surrounded
on three sides bgrad’s
separation wih On the
fourth side is a heavy
gate thatisradi sdders
lock each evening Just
beyond this erosure
are Isradi settements
some of which are bii
on land consated
from Abu SameerTwo
of his sons have been
killed defending their
land he s& through an
interpreter

The bishops corad-

The wdl’s ill effects ed their visit to Beddo
are no more apparentwith songs and prayers

Abu

ance against occupationthan at the Beddo homefor justice at the separa

and the wh.”

of SabriGhrad Abu Sa- tion wdl. X
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Call for religious cooperation

Decrying the“spirit of defeatisrhh brought on
by occupation Pdestinian prime ministeGalam
Fayyad said he hoped his visitors hddetected
the positive spirit of his peope. Fayyad's com
ment came during a meeting with a #nentin-
gent of North American bishops atlBstinian Au
thority headuarters in Ranikah West Baik, on
Jan 13.

Fayyad criticzed Israd’s actions inGaza at the
time as'highly disproportionaté Voicing concern
about the departure of Christians fromd3tine
Fayyad said he wanted to change the trend and f
ter peaceflcoexistence

Bishops then met with government ofals in
Ramdlah

“I'njust a few years you Wihave just the stones
not theliving stoneg’ sad IssaKassisiehof cea
for Christian affairs in the president’s ake

DS

Isra¢’s bombing of Gaza was aimed at cutting

ties between it and th&/est Bak and undermine Palestine Muslim leaders, led by Sheikh Al-Tamini, second from left, su-

hopes for a Rastinian statesad Dr. Ra q Hus-
seini chief of staf to the presidentt creates &vi-
cious cirde of vidence that wi not end’ he said

Claudette Habesclsecretary genettaof Caitas

preme judge of the Islamic courts, Palestine, met with a small group of
North American Lutheran bishops Jan. 13 in Ramalla

. ELCA/John Brooks photo.

Noting that Muiims and Christians nka up h#f

the wotd's popuation “It's our destiny tdive to-

Jeruséem, sdd the bishopsvisit was a cause for gether as Mugms and Christian® sdd Al-Tamimi

hope but dsed “What can you do today to fe through an interpreter

a difference in outives? ... Help us to end this
occupatior’

We must tk about the root causes ofjirstice
responded ELCAresiding bishop M& Hanson
“l think you will see a more committed Lutheran
churchi as a redt of this trip he said

Saying*“ pdliticians have fded” Shekh Tayseer
Rgaba A-Tamimi cdled faith leaders to action
in achieving Middie East peace andstice in his
meeting with North American bishaps

Al-Tamimi is chiefjudge of thdslamic Shari’a
courts in Phestine and a member of the Couirudi
Rdigiouslnstitutions of the Hy Land a goup of
seniorlsraéi and P&estinian régiousleaders from
Christian Jewish and MuUsn organkations

* laid a wreath at the Rathah tomb ofYasser

“It's our destiny to
live together as Mus-
lims and Christians.”

— Shekh Al-Tamimi

In other eventshishops

Arafat, the PNA president who died in 200

* touredELCJHL schods and visited with students

at the Lutheraischod of Hope in Ramidah

» heardfrom Dr. Khaoud DubeisAbu Dayyah

Minister of Tourism andAntiquities and Minis

ter of Women'’s Affairs Pdestine She saidWest
Bark tourism had ndly reached pr&Sept 11

levds this year but she feared that leioce in
Gaza woud reverse this trendourism provides
income for thdocd economy as wk as seving

as promoting peace and connecting peapith

the area historich and cdturd heitage she

said X

Service is central to ELCJHL ministries, leaders tell bishops

ELCJHLchurchlead ter and a restaurarRa
ers stressed service inheb addressed the group
their addresses to Northin the h#l of arother
American bishops on consortium institution
Jan 10. Rev. Dr. Mi- Dar anNadwa Addaw
tri Rahebh pastor of iyyah, (Internation&
Lutheran Christmas Center of Betlehen).
Church in Bettehem Diyar empoys 100
told the group about peopge and reaches out
his churchs Diyar Con  to 60,000 peope each
sortium Diyar, which year Raheb said
means “homdand” Amid such success

of rdigion,” sdad EL-
CJHL Bishop Munib
Younan

This vision emanates
from the Lutheran the  Serving withat dis-
ology of gracesdd the crimination gives the
bishop who maked chuch credibility.
11 years ofleading the — Bishop Munib
church on Jar6. Serw Younan
ing without discrimina
tion gives the church
crediblity, he said

is a cdlection of ecu Raheb said the bomb
menicdly-oriented iR ing in Gaza has made

stitutions intended to him lose hope that fRa the end of the year

empower and serve estinians wi have their
Pdestinianslit includes own state He sad he

Younan thaked the
group for comingSuch
a visit“empowers ust
“We are here to serverefreshes ust strength

Rev. Dr. Mitri Raheb

the peote of God in ens our witness he

schods, a wellness cen expects apartheid by this country regardess  said X
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Check the ELCJHL
welsite at wwweljchl.
org for more informa-
tion abou the histoy of
the ELCJHL.

Synod leaders preparing for

annual COCOP meeting

The annub meeting of the ELCJHE interna
tiond patners the Coordination Committee for
Cooperation beter known as COCQOPwill be
May 10-15 this year

COCOPparticipants wl then be invited tqoin
ELCJHL amiversary eveniswhich indude ae
tivities on May B at the LutheranSchod of Bt
Sahour and thénternationhCenter of Betlhehem
Next is a festive service and reception3ap.m.,

ACT raises $3 million for Gaza

More thar3 million has been raised in ergen
cy aid forGaza throughACT Internationg accord
ing to Bishop MunibYounan He sad the funds
were to be used for lief work ard psychosocia
assistance through three entitiéhey indude A
Ahli Hospitd, the YMCA and theDepartment of
Service to the Hastine Refugeea department of
the Midde East Countiof Churches

Younan e&pressed thdes for the donations
which came from churches andated agencies

May 17, at tre Lutheran Church of the RedeemdP GermanyAustrdia, the U.K., Finland Sweden

in Jeruskem

ELCJHL anniversary approaches,
features music, photos and more

Injust a few monthghe ELCJIHLwill cdebrate
its 50th anniversanfhis year is Bso the30th an
niversary of its Arab bishopric and th&(th year
of Lutheran witness in Pestine

Festivities begin the morning of May6 with
musig dancing andectures at the Luther&ethod
of Beit Sahour In the afternooya photo hibit of
the history of the ELCIHWill be urveiled at the
InternationbCenter of Betlehem

The fdlowing day a3 p.m. there wil be a pe-
cial worship service with communion at the -Lu
theran Church of the Redeemer in Jelersafol-
lowed by a reception

Denmak, Norway, the Nethelands the U.S. ard
Canada

“We ak God'’s Hessings for theth Younan said
adding“As much as we th&rthese peoke, we are
praying thajustice may come to this country

G. Shepherd hosts Gaza forum

Rev Samer Arar, pastor of the ELCJHLChurch
of the Good Shepherd irAmman Jadan moder
ated a Jan24 forum onGaza The forum “Gaza
between Peace ai@lirrendey’ featuredDr. Atieh
Mohammad Atieh poet Sliman Mashini andDr.
Jdal Fakhoury The program is part of thd Khek
me-h Community EcumenitaCenter’s montthy
culturd eventsAbout 35 peope attended

Opened in 20D, Al Kheimeh (The Teni) is a
ministry of the Church of th&ood Shepherd

The synod wi welcome many guests and friend&ELCJHL news notes

to the area for eventincluding its internatiorla

The church, with its dverse denominations

partners in the Coordination Committee for-Caocan spek in urison about economics with ethics

operation beter known as COCQFor its annu&
meeting
Watch for more detks in coming newetters

“Tent of Abraham” delights
Daheisheh camp children

and pditics with mords. This was the message of
Bishop MunibYounan at the Jar27 worship sef
vice for theWeek of Prayer for ChristianUnity.
Held at the ELCJHI Lutheran Church of the Re
deemer in Jerutam’s Ad City, the service was at
tended byleaders of théocd Clristian churches

A new afterscholoministry attracted as many asand alarge congregation
90 chlidren from theDaheisheh refugee camp on The Week of Prayer is sponsored by the Coem

its opening wele in Jawuary “K haimatIbrahint
(Tent of Abrahan) is a poject of House ofbra

mission on Faith and Order of théorld Counci
of Churches and the Pontid Counci for Chris

ham and the Lutheran Church of the Reformaticiian Unity. The sermon is avigitle at wwwelcjhl.

in Beit Jda.

Under an actdatent in the campchildren re
ceive a fll medl ard participate in craft pjects
make music and get lgwith homewok. Ministry
staff will seek professionhassistance if participat
ing chidren sufer from serious heth, learning or
behaviorh problems Organiers say they are the

r<t to offer such ossite services free of charge

Daheisheh refugee camp is home to someQre
residents hdf of whom are cHdren Conditions
are dismh Unempoyment is highliving quarters
are cramped and poverty isteeme

In addition tolocd staff, sudents from area &o
leges wil provide academic tutoringDaheisheh

org.

The heads ofchurchesin Jerustem denounced
Israd’s bombardment ofGaza and ®&pressed
“deep concernregret and shd¢ in a Dec 30,
2008, statement about the Zfay operationThe
“renewed cyle of vidence was especilly dif -
cult, coming as it did‘at a time when we bebrate
Christmasthe birth of theKing oflove and peagé
the statement said

Churchleaders dbed uponlsradi and Péestin
ian of cials to“return to their senses and refrain
from dl violent acts... ard uige them instead to
work to resdve their diferences through peacéfu
and nonviolent means$ They aged the interna

residents so vdunteer Paents and grandparentstiond community to intervene and deeesdution

of participating cHdren wil be erouraged to as
sist.

A gift from the Presbyterian ChurquSA) en
abled the opening of théent of Abraham Ongo-
ing funding comes from the House Abraham
the congregation and private donors abroad

to the cohict and to PEestinian factions to end
their division for the dee of a“just and compre
hensive peace in the regidn

Jerustem’s 13 heads of churches signed the
statementwhich can be found in its entirety at
www.elcjhl.org.



