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ELCJHL school year begins on a good note

The academic year[7]
began with many smiles|-.
—as wdl as a few tears |
— at ELCJHL schools.
Youthful enegy was &,
in great supply at
the various schoals
Several youngsters at
one kindergaen were
apparently less xeited
about leing in schoql
tearfully calling out to
parents as they left the
children in care of the
teachers.

Classes startedug. |
23 at the Ramallah
Lutheran $hool of | S

Hope and two days sTypeNTS AT Dar Al-Kalima Evangelical Lutheran School, Bethlehem,
later atDar Al-Kalima process back into the building after a morning break.
School in Bethlehem Calendar:
the Evangelical LutheraBchool in BeitSahour;  These plans will help staf‘ful Il our true Sept 1-30 Ramadan
Talitha Kumi Lutheran School and the Boys’ educational philosophywhich emphasies a . Sept 29-Oct. 1 Rosh
Boarding Home in Beit Jalaard Al Mahaba holistic and participatory approach to education Hashanah
Kindergarten in Jerusalem. Haddad saidInstead of the traditional teacher. Yom KippurOct. 8-9
According toDirector of EducatiorDr. Charlie centered system‘the student is the center ofe Sykkot Oct. 14-20
D. Haddad, “The leginning for us wasquite attention... ard the teacher functions more as a
smooth.”All programs were in place and change&cilitator,” he sdd. With this new system‘this
communicated to parents, he said. year will be an &ceptional yeal he said
The new yeabrought with it several changes There are laout 231 staff members at all schools
one of which is a newxam strategyHaddad said combined Because of stéf turnover Haddad
Students will no longer tee nd exams Instead estimated there are roughl$ new people on stéf
teachers will aim to develop understanding arig 10 full-time and sk part-time positionsHaddad
analytical thiking ills in students rather than is optimistic dout these new teachers
preparing them for and exam “This year | thikk we were the lugiest We have
The schools are also continuing to develog very good young groiiphe said
overall strategies called action plafom which ~ Among changes at each of the schools is a
each teacher develops an individual action plan foeonstruction prigct in progress ddar Al-Kalima
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ELCJHL congratulates new Latin patriarch
The Evangelical Twal in Jordan as well Younan said “We #

Lutheran Church of as in the farewell for congratulate Patriarch
Jordan and the Holy the outgoing patriarch Fuad Twal. We hope
Land congratulates His Beatitude Michel that God will give him
the Patriarchate of Sabbah who served 20 strength and health tof
Jerusalem in  the years in that post continue his wdt.”
installation of a new “We thak God for A native of Madaa,
patriarch His Beatitude the service and life Jordan His Beatitude
Fouad Tal. ELCJHL of Patriarch Michael Twalisthe rs Jordanian
Bishop Munib Younan Sabbah We pray that to be appointed patriarch i
participated in the God may continue He served as copdor LI bt !
installation of Patriarch to give him healtfi for Jerusalem since 280 Patriarch Fouad Twa




“This will be an excep-
tional year.”
—Dr. Charlie Haddad

“It is always good
when the schools start
on time and we contin-
ue to educate and teach
the children to live with
others and work for jus-
tice together.”

— BishopMunib Younan

Schools, from Page 1 O\
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WhencompleteiMarch N s
2009 the addition will R R

include of ces, recepion
area and a teaché&r
loungékitchenette on
the ground level The
* oor above will indude
laboraories for chemidry,
biologyandptysicsclasses
aswell as a vocational
education  classroom
Funding made poddie
extensive maintenancefs
at the school alsde said
At the School of
Hope plans are in
the woks to dotain
software and hardware %
for an information and [
computer technology
department At Baeit
Sahour efforts have
been made to strengthen
its ve-yearGerman program so graduates can enter“We have a hugnancial challenge ahead of,us
German universities without king a language he said“With the drop in the dollar.. our schools
exam, Haddad saidwhich is normally reuired for suffer more nancial burdens egecially since
non-native spders ofGerman we collect tuition in dollarsna she&kels” The
“In all our schools we continue to develope devaluation of the dollar means &t 30 percent
said drop in revenueHaddad said they implemented an
Haddad gpects enroliment tdbe aout the eight percentincrease in the tuition ratkich will
same or a little lower compared to last ySmme cover a fourth to a third of the lost income
applicants were turned away in order to decrease The churchdespite this continues to sbsidize
overcrowding at some facilitiesAlthough the needy and poor familigshe sad. As many as50
schools“educate everyoriehe sdd, an effort is percent of their students arebsidized “because
made to attract Christian studerig ishopeful that our policy is to open our schools to all who can and
nunber has increased this yeéte sad ELCJHL cannot pay he said
schools are ugue inbeing co-educationaso trey Haddad invites people t6pray for all the
aim for a50-50 ratiobetweenboys and girls children of the world all of whom are impacted
Haddad also sp@ of the hurdles the schoolby conditions in Palestinewhich serves as an
system faces this year excuse for &tremism he said

ELCJHL welcomes sixY oung Adults in Global Mission from the U.S.A

3 W N T W ] : - 1 For the rd time, six
Young Adultsin Global
Mission— a program of
the Evangelical Luther
an Church oAmerica’s
Global Mission depart-
ment — have been as-
signed to Jerusalem
and thewWest Baik. For
the net year they will
serve in various EL-
CJHL school and other
ministries

The ELCA YAGM
program provides one-
year service opportu-
nities in international
settings giving partici-
pants a glbal perspec-
tive on issues facing the
church and society

YOUNGSTERS play with blocks at Al-Mahaba Kindergarten, Jerusalem,
while director Margaret Qirry tells visitors about the program.

have arrlved from the

YAGMs — Six “Young Adults in Global Mission”
United States to volunteer in the ELCJHL. They are, from left  : (back row )
Paul Kacynski, Marta Spangler , Kendra Kint zi; and (front row ) Meredith
Harber, Nikki Schmidt and Chelsea Mathis.



Bishop’s Academy
American bishops to
visit ELCJHL, Palestine
in January 2009

One need not Ido spe&ing congregation
long in Jerusalem to of the Lutheran Church
nd sameone dressed of the Redeemem ad
in clerical gab. But that dition tobusiness meet-
will be even easier comeings, paticipants will
next January when more visit ministry sites of f
than70 NorthAmerican the ELCJHL They will
Lutheran bishops will meet with local govern-
arrive for their annual ment of cials as well
conference Bishops of as leaders of Jewish
the Evangelical Luther Muslim and Christian

an Church in Canadacongregations

and the Evangelical Lu- Leading the delega- |
theran Church oAmer- tion is ELCAPresiding
ica and their spousesBishop Mark S. Han-
will spend #&out nine son

days in the cityaacord- Watch for more de-
ing to Mark Holman tails in coming newslet-
pastor of the English- ters

Norwegian partner church
sends delegation to Palestine

A delegation from ofthe Israeli occupation
the Borg diocese of the with visits to the separa-
Church of Norwayan tion barrier, Israeli set- . %
ELCJHL patner, vis- tlements and a Palestin- |

ited the area this month ian refugee campThe REpEEMER CLERGY lit candles of congregants as they recessed from
In addition to visiting delegation of nearly the sanctuary during a peace service held at the church on Aug. 27 . Pic-
ELCJHL sdcools and 100 people was ledy tured here is ELCJHL Bishop Munib Y ounan. The service is an annual
churches the delega- Borg’s bishop the Rt event that rotates among the 13 Jerusalem churches.

tion explored the reality Rev Helga Haugland

Intern joins staff of Redeemer’s
Mark your calendars English-language congregation
ELCJHL to celebrate many If « exibility is a nec- (PR :

; ; ; essary trait for doing
anniversaries in 2009 ministry in Jerusalem
Plans are under waythe Rt Rev. Dr. Daoud this former competitive
to celérate a nurher Haddad gymnastis in neshape
of milestone anniver The ELCJHL will Michael Powellbegan
saries in the ELCJHL also mak the 170th his seminary internship [§
next year anniversary of the es-with the English-spda :
In May 2009 the tablishment of a mis- ing congregation of the
church will mak its sion in the areaThe Lutheran Church of the long-term relationships
50th anniversaryPiior church also ®ends its RedeemerJerusalem Michael Powell and walking through
to May 7, 1959, itwas corgratulations to the Powell 26, is in his with assist with preach- |ite with those people,
a mission church under Finnish Ewangelical third year of seminary ing and teaching nd providingguidance and
the spiritual leader Lutheran churchwhich at Trinity Lutheran with ecumenical and in- support.”
ship of the Evangelical celdorates is 150th an- Seminary in Colurbus, terfaith dialogugunder
Church inGermany niversary ngt year Ohio, United States the supervision of Rev
Next year is also the Please remeber all As an undagraduate Mark Holman
30th anniversary of the those involved in plan- Powell competed in the “I’'m delighted tobe
Arabization of the syn- ning commemorative six men’s gymnastics workingin a place thas’
od, when the German services in your prayersevents and haseen so rich and with people
propst transferred spir and m&e plans to at- coachingboys age>-18 who have a wealth of
itual leadership to its tend the special festivi- for 10 years experiences to shafe
r& Palestinian Bishap ties As intern Pawvell Powell said

“There’s a lot of over-
lap between coaching
and ministry in that
you're developing

—Michael Powell



EAPH began its mis-

sion of accompanimenttine and Israel at the Lutheran Church of the R-

in 2002 In addition to
monitoring and eport-
ing violations of human
rights and international
humanitarian law ac
companiers  support
acts of non-violente-
sistance, offer protec-
tion through non-vio-
lent presenceergage in
public policy advocacy
and stand in solidar
ity with the chuches
and all those struggling
against the occupation.

ICAHD, which began
in 1997, provides non-
violent intervention and
advocacy in opposition
to Israeli demolition of
Palestinian homes.

You can read mar
about the conict and
about ICAHD at their
website atwww.icahd.

orgieng

New accompaniers sent out to witness the occupation

Candlelight syrholized life as one team lit the|L
wicks of another at the handover ceremony of the
Ecumenical AccompanimeRrogramme in Pales-

deemer orSept 3.

“You're going to pass the light of life from ong
to anothe PropstUwe Grabe told the ecumeni-
cal accompaniers light that is vital in this'torn
country a country in troble.”

Twenty- ve individuals from10 countries were
commissioned to serve inxsiocations Bethle-
hem Hebron, Jayyous Tulkarem Yanoun and
JerusalemThe EAPPI maked another transition
in recent daysDan Richards is now the local co-
ordinator for the progranwhich is a ministry of
the World Council of ChurchesSince 20®, the
coordinator wa¥alentinaMagguilli.

As an &pression of the church’support of the
program BishopMunib Younan met with accom-
paniers who aked him what message they shoulf
convey at home~Nork for justice he s&, ard pro-
mote Palestinian Christianity and witness EAPPI - A departing ecumenical accom panier

“It's very important tdoe a human chain to pro-lights candles for the inco ming team at a Sept. 3
motejustice in the world Younan saidEcumeni- ceremony at Redeemer Church, Jerusalem.
cal accompaniers witnesss-hand the devastat- The EAPPI sdes to support local and inter
ing results of the occupation grmhce hometdl national efforts to end the Israeli occupation and
the stories that create grass-roots support for thieng a resolution to the Israeli-Palestinian cioh
oppressedAccompaniersfeel the fears of Israelis with ajust peacebased on international law and
and Palestinianshe sid. “When they feel jtthey relevantUnited Nations resolutiond.earn more
will see the urgency qgfistice” about the program at wweappiorg.

Group witnesses effects of occupation rst-hand

Imagine being told : -
you cant build a home '
on your property while
a neighoor builds on a
similar site n&t door
Imagine having to get
up at 4:30 am. ard
spend three hours in
a security line to get [§
to work while others
simply drive through
Imagine that despite
paying your fair share
of taxes your children
go to crunbling,
overcrowded schoals
while others attend litions. TourguideSarah the rg time — at the by Israeli tour guide
state-of-the-art M.tookpaticipantspast point where itblocks Sarah were critical of
facilities. You havgust Silwan, a Ralestinian a road that once ledtheir countrys anti-
imagined yourself as village now controlled to Jerichg effectively Palestinian policies
Palestinian for these by Israelbecause of its cutting of that city Sarah further illus-
are just a few of the supposed archeologicalfrom Jerusalem the trated the compléty of
indignities they face value Paticipants gota heart of its economic the situation when &ed
every day in occupied close lok at Nd Zion and cultural welbeing for her prognosisShe’s
Palestine (“view of Zion”), an Marta Spangler not hopeful the ptdem

These realitiesbe- Israeli settlemenbuilt one of the tour will be resolved yet
came apparent on a tourillegally on Palestinian participants sad she she continues to wkr
with a representative of land They experienced found it encouraging for ICAHD “because
the Israeli Committee the  security wall that at least somel remain hopeful she
Against HouseDemo- — same of them for Israelis as ilustrated said

This is just one of some 18,000 Palestinian home demoliti ons that have
occurred since 1967, according to the website  www.ifamericansknew.or g.



