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Salaam and grace to you from Jerusalem, City of Peace       January, 2008 
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Heads of Local Churches: 
 In the Name of God 
End the Siege on Gaza
One and a half million people imprisoned and without proper food or medicine. 800,000 without electricity supply; this is illegal collective punishment, an immoral act in violation of the basic human and natural laws as well as International Law. It cannot be tolerated anymore. The siege over Gaza should end now.

Voices from our people there say "We feel the threat of being exterminated by this siege"

In the Name of God, we, the Heads of Churches in Jerusalem and the Holy Land urge the International Community, President Bush and the leaders of Israel, to put an end to this suffering and call upon Israel to activate Prime Minister Salam Fayyad's initiative for Palestinian responsibility control of the borders thus ensuring sufficient normal flow of medicine, food, fuel and goods to Gaza

We urge the International Community and the European Union to act according to their recent pleas. There is no time to waste when human life is endangered.

We urge the Palestinian Leadership to unite in ending their differences for the sake of their people in Gaza. Put the differences aside and deal with this crisis for the good of all human beings demonstrating that you care for your brothers and sisters who have suffered enough already. We would say to all concerned parties; while ever you persist in firing rockets into Israel you encourage public opinion outside this Land to feel there is a justification for this siege.

We urge Israel to act responsibly and to immediately end this inhuman siege. To deny children and civilians their necessary basic commodities are not the ways to security but rather throw the region into further and more dangerous deterioration. This siege will not guarantee the end to rocket firing, but will only increase the bitterness and suffering and invite more revenge, while the innocents keep dying. True Peace building is the only way to bring the desired security.

We pray for the day when the people of Gaza will be free from Occupation, from political differences, from violence and from despair. We pray for the Israelis and Palestinians to respect human life and God's love for every human life, and to take all possible measures to end this suffering. Only bold steps towards just Peace and ending the violence will protect the Human life and dignity of both People.

With the prophet we keep praying and hoping; 
" A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out.

In faithfulness he will bring forth justice;

He will not falter or be discouraged till he establishes justice on earth.

In his law the islands will put their hope"

Heads of Churches in Jerusalem and the Holy Land 

Amman Conference on Muslim Christian Relations
An historic statement was signed by most of the heads of churches in the Middle East and important Muslim leaders and scholars at the recent Conference on Co-Existence and Making Peace in Amman, Jordan, the third international conference organized by the Jordanian Center for Research of Religious Co-Existence.  The participants pledged to work together for mutual understanding among religions:

At this difficult time, we, believers in the One, Holy God and heirs of co-existence in the region, commit to build together our common society in the spirit of common stewardship in order that there will be a lasting and comprehensive peace through justice in our region and throughout the whole world.

In order to implement this, we pledge and commit ourselves to uphold the following:

· Respect for all religions and freedom of religion and doctrine;

· Respect for all prophets and holy writings of all religions;

· Respect, security and free access to all holy places;

· Respect for responsible freedom of expression that does not harm the beliefs or sentiments of another;

· Initiation of dialogue and continued human cooperation in order to achieve justice, peace, development and human dignity for all;
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Bishop Younan To Present Paper at Northwestern University
The Global Luther: Reconsidering the Contributions of Martin Luther
An International Conference
Northwestern University, Evanston, Illinois
February 21-23, 2008
Bishop Younan will present a paper on Luther and interfaith dialogue at the Global Luther conference at Northwestern in February.  The conference is free, but you are asked to register on their website for planning purposes.  You are welcome to attend just one lecture.  The schedule and roster for the Bishop's panel is:

Sat, Feb 23  7:30-9:00 p.m. Evening session (McCormick Tribune Center Forum)
Topic: Luther and Contemporary Global Religions
· Introductions and panel moderation: Robert A. Orsi (Northwestern) 

· Keynote lecture: 

Bishop Munib Younan  - Reforming Luther: Toward Prophetic Interfaith Dialogue for Life

· Panel: G. Sujin Pak (Garrett), Ben Sommer (Northwestern), Sani Umar (Northwestern), Kenneth Vaux (Garrett) 

9:00 p.m. Evening reception at the McCormick Tribune Center Forum

For more information see: http://www.religion.northwestern.edu/conferences/globalluther/program.html
Demonstration at Erez Crossing to Gaza
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About 2000 people from all over Israel and Palestine convoyed to the Erez Crossing into Gaza on Saturday, Jan. 26, to protest the blockade of Gaza and to bring supplies of all kind.  Car convoys from Jerusalem, Haifa, Nazareth and Beer Sheva converged at Erez at about noon, carrying about 5 tons of water filters, diapers, flour, clothes, blankets and other assorted items. 
Protest organizers had appealed to Israeli officials to take in the truckloads of goods Saturday, but were refused.  It has been reported that the goods were not allowed in.  

Though Israel has since resumed some of the fuel shipments due to the intervention of some human rights groups and governments that have appealed to higher authorities, the high court ruled that it was permissible to cut off fuel and electricity as retaliation for the Qassam rockets, and they began cutting the electricity on Thursday, Feb. 7.  There has been a severe shortage and crisis since the summer of 2007 due to limiting of imports and exports after Hamas took control of the Gaza Strip. 
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People on the street here can't help but wonder whether the total blockade was given the green light from President Bush in his visit here earlier in January.  Whatever the answer, and although we churches and PA officials including President Abu Mazen continue to speak out against all violence, including the rockets coming from Gaza into Israel, we can see that the more people are crushed, isolated and subject to collective punishment like this,  the more bitter they become and the less they have to lose.  This is not a good situation for either Palestinians or Israelis. 

Since talk of the peace process in Annapolis in November, more than 150 Palestinians have been killed in incursions and targeted killings, almost 400 in 2007, compared with 13 Israelis killed in 2007, two from Qassam rockets.  In addition, Palestinians continue to lose land to the wall and expanding settlements, endure continuing home demolitions and revocation of Jerusalem IDs and worsened movement restrictions.  (There are now more than 20% more roadblocks than in 2005 (665 including estimated flying checkpoints).

In short, conditions here are worse every year, and people continue to lose hope that any real change is possible.  If there are not any improvements on the ground and the isolation and collective punishment of 1.5 million people in Gaza continue.  The people of Sderot also are tired of rockets raining down on them and the call is now being renewed for another heavy incursion into Gaza. The only civilized answer must come through negotiations, dialogue of those involved – even "enemies" - and immediate cessation of all violence, including rockets and shelling, tank incursions and targeted assassinations and the strangling of Gaza.    
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By Sister Sylvia Countess, Ass't to Schools' Director Dr. Charlie Haddad
Holidays ended and the second semester began January 15 in the Lutheran Schools. The traditional school break spanned one month this year in order to respect the various religious traditions of students and staff. During this past month, our Muslim families observed Eid al-Adha, or the Great Feast, on December 19 and New Year’s Day on January 10. While the Western calendar observes Christmas December 25, the Eastern 

Churches marked the holiday as January 7 with New Year’s falling on January 14. The ELCJHL web site illustrated through videos and photos on its electronic Advent calendar the school celebration at the Lutheran School of Hope in Ramallah December 18 and those at Dar al-Kalima, the Evangelical Lutheran School at Beit Sahour, and Talitha Kumi School December 22.

While students enjoyed their vacation, administrators and teachers were not idle.  Local staff facilitated and participated in Math and English workshops designed to upgrade teacher skills in these subjects. A third workshop organized by a specialist in learning disabilities helped teachers to identify and address classroom problems faced by pupils. A fourth workshop took place January 2 for administrators and selected teachers who worked together to teach their colleagues how to incorporate and individualize components of the Action Plan for specific subjects and grade levels. This workshop will help teachers to complete the implementation of the Action Plan, which will be evaluated at the end of the school year. Director of Education Dr. Charlie D. Haddad foresees this workshop as a combination workshop and retreat for the entire Lutheran Schools’ staff, who have not been able to meet together for such a purpose since 2005. He is currently seeking funding and a suitable site to support this project, which is not already part of the Schools’ budget.


Such evaluation and planning are even more important now that the Lutheran educational ministry will within the next two years expand to include two new schools. In addition to the four existing Lutheran Schools, the Good Shepherd Swedish School for Palestinian Girls in Bethlehem is now in partnership with the ELCJHL. As students and staff begin to participate in school activities and workshops, the school of approximately 450 girls will gradually become fully integrated into the system. 


Plans are also underway to begin a community-based pre-school and kindergarten program in the Martin Luther Community Development Center, which will help to provide needed classes for children in East Jerusalem and the Old City, two neighborhoods with 62% of their inhabitants living below the poverty line and a school drop-out rate of 45%. This ministry will improve educational opportunities for families who cannot afford the city’s private school tuition rates but who desire for their children a holistic approach to education based on Lutheran School core values of tolerance, religious dialogue, and non-violence. New grades will be added each year until the new Martin Luther School is able to offer twelve years of instruction in addition to the pre-school and kindergarten programs. 

At the Christmas program at Dar al Kalima School.





Math teachers practiced using some hands-on activities for their students.




















Under the 1949 Geneva Conventions, collective punishments are a war crime. Article 33 of the Fourth Convention states: “No protected person may be punished for an offense he or she has not personally committed,” and “collective penalties and likewise all measures of intimidation or of terrorism are prohibited.” 








ELCJHL Schools and Educational Programs








Teachers learn how to provide materials for different learning styles.

















