[image: image1.jpg]



The Evangelical Lutheran Church

in Jordan and the Holy Land   (ELCJHL)
[image: image2.jpg]



Salaam and grace to you from Jerusalem, City of Peace        June-July 2007

Greetings from Jerusalem
We repeatedly denounced the recent internal fighting between Hamas and Fatah as well as the .resulting Hamas takeover of the Gaza strip.  Bishop Younan was among the civil society leaders asked to speak at a unity rally in Ramallah in the midst of the fighting:
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There is no Fatah cause, nor is there a Hamas cause.  There is only one Palestinian cause, which is to bring justice and peace to the Palestinians and the Israelis, for the sake of both peoples.  We have much more that unites us, and we must get back to the focus:  a viable, sovereign, contiguous Palestinian state living side by side with Israel in peace with justice, a shared Jerusalem, a just solution to the refugee problem and an end to the settlement enterprise.  

We find ourselves once again at what could be a crucial turning point for Palestine/Israel, and once again, leaders have the ability to choose peace with justice and make real progress toward calming the boiling pot called the Middle East.   The question is, will anyone be able to make real improvements on the ground for Palestinians?  Since former Palestinian Yasser Arafat did the main things the Quartet is demanding of Hamas (renouncing violence and recognizing Israel), life has mostly gotten continuously worse for Palestinians, with increasing movement restrictions and a doubling of the illegal settler population during the Oslo "peace process years."  And now, while the West was busy making sure Hamas would honor past peace agreements in theory if they were ever given the opportunity to lead as the people elected them to do, while the illegal settlements continued to balloon, the construction of the separation wall ruled illegal by the International Court of Justice actually accelerated around Jerusalem, and more and more were locked into tiny enclaves by checkpoints, walls, Israeli-only roads and military zones.

Now there is another chance, but unless substantive measures are offered, people will again be convinced that Abbas can't bring real improvement on the ground.  The current offer of 250 prisoners freed may sound good to the West, but must be understood in the Palestinian context in which there are 10,000 prisoners, between 1000 and 2000 are being held in administrative detention, without any charge.  Another 50 or so are parliament members jailed not for any action but for simply being a part of Hamas.  And every night the incursions continue, Israeli tanks invade towns and gather up yet another round of prisoners. We pray that all prisoners in Palestine and Israel will be soon released for the sake of peace.   

We must look to the future, set our vision and find the strategies that will get us there.  Palestinian people, Gaza and the West Bank are one and we must be one to find peace together. Let us unite to renounce violence, rebuild our economy and infrastructure and get on with building our state.    International community and Israel, this situation did not come out of nowhere.  The boycott on top of already draconian movement restrictions and continuous human rights violations bred this situation.  Reports show that any economic recovery would be impossible unless the movement restrictions are removed.  Show us your desire for peace and your willingness to adhere to UN resolutions such as freezing settlements, ensuring freedom of worship in Jerusalem and easing movement restrictions.  Show us that we have a partner for peace.
The Amman Call:  World Council of Churches Calls for New Action
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Almost sixty years have passed since the Christian churches first spoke with one voice about Arab-Israeli peace. For the last forty years the Christian churches have called for an end to the Israeli occupation of Palestine. In the very place where Jesus Christ walked upon the earth, walls now separate families and the children of God - Christian, Muslim and Jew -- are imprisoned in a deepening cycle of violence, humiliation and despair. The Palestinian Christians from Gaza to Jerusalem and to Nazareth, have called out to their brothers and sisters in Christ with this urgent plea: "Enough is enough. No more words without deeds. It is time for action."  
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So begins the new "Amman Call" recently issued from the newly-launched Palestine Israel Ecumenical Forum organized by the World Council of Churches.  Over 130 representatives from 6 continents agreed on this new effort to re-energize the world-wide church's response to the 60 years of turmoil in this land following the formation of Israel.  

The document details actions to expect:
Peace building will include the following:  

· Furthering theological and biblical perspectives and Christian education resources around those issues central to the conflict.  
·  Developing strategies that will support the processes of justice and reconciliation, including inter-religious dialogue and cooperation. 

· Strengthening the churches' responses to the occupation.  
· Recognizing, encouraging and cooperating with all efforts of Israeli and Palestinian civil society that are in accord with the vision and goals of the PIEF.  

Peace making will include the following:  

· Defining and promoting measures, including economic ones, that could help end the occupation and enhance sustainable growth and development.  
· Strengthening existing efforts and identifying new models of church solidarity in action. Supporting local churches and church related organizations not only to survive and continue their powerful ministries, including educational, health, cultural and social services, but also to thrive and be witnesses of hope.

· Developing a long-term advocacy strategy in order to mobilize all of our constituencies and influence change.  

The new forum and the Amman Call come as a result of the rapidly-deteriorating situation in the Palestinian Occupied Territories, and as a response to local church leaders voicing their challenges:

Amman Challenges: 

We have heard the voices of the Christian churches of Palestine and Israel challenging and saying to us:     

· Act with us to liberate all peoples of this land from the logic of hatred, mutual rejection and death, so that they see in the other the face and dignity of God.   
· Pray with us in our efforts to resist evil in all of its guises.   
· Raise your voices along with ours as we speak "truth to power" and name with courage the injustices we see and experience. The illegal occupation has stolen two generations of lives in this tortured place, and threatens the next with hopelessness and rage.  
· Risk the curses and abuse that will be aimed at you and stand in solidarity with us and with our Palestinian brothers and sisters of all faiths as we defiantly reject the possibility that occupation will continue.  
· Help us to tear down walls and build and rebuild bridges among all peoples in the region. Extremism on all sides produces chaos. It threatens to divide us and to destroy bridges among peoples that would lead to reconciliation and peace.  
· Add your hope to ours in the knowledge that evil and despair have been overcome through the death of our Lord on the Cross and through His Resurrection.  
· Insist with us that all dispossessed peoples, all refugees, have the right to return.  
· Partner with us as we seek peace and pursue it. Peace is possible. Christians and Muslims and Jews have, can and will understand one another and live together as neighbors.   
· And we representatives of Christian churches and church-related organizations from every corner of the earth, we respond:   

Yes, we will. Together we will act and pray and speak and work and risk reputations and lives to build with you bridges for an enduring peace among the peoples of this tortured and beautiful place –Palestine and Israel– to end these decades of injustice, humiliation and insecurity, to end the decades of living as refugees and under occupation. We will work with you to seek peace and pursue it. We have allowed too much time to pass. Time has not served the cause of peace but has served the cause of extremism. This is our urgent cause that cannot wait. 
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WCC General Secretary Rev. Dr. Samuel Kobia Visits Holy Land
Following the launch of the new Palestine Israel Ecumenical Forum in Amman, General Secretary Kobia led a WCC delegation to the Holy Land.  Heads of local churches in Jerusalem received him and officially welcomed the new initiative.   
The delegation visited local staff of the WCC Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme for Palestine and Israel (EAPPI), formed in 2002 as the result of local church leaders asking for help and solidarity from Christians world wide.  The accompaniers work side by side with Palestinians and Israelis working for a just peace.  The delegation visited Hebron, where accompaniers walk children to school to protect them from violence by settlers, and a refugee camp in Bethlehem, where accompaniers work with children teaching English and other skills. They also visited holy sites, government, Muslim and Jewish leaders and Yad Vashem. 
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The Wedding of Anna Liza Younan and Nazeeh Khoury 
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Bishop and Suad Younan had the privilege of participating in the wedding of their daughter, Anna Liza, to Nazeeh Khoury on July 17.  The service was at the Orthodox Church in Nazareth, as the custom in Palestine is to get married in the man's home town and home church.  This wedding had a strong ecumenical presence, as Bishop Younan was allowed by the Greek Orthodox Patriarch Theophilis III to deliver a message, which is not the custom.  The wedding party was both ecumenical and interfaith, which gave joy to the parents as they celebrated with Muslims, Christians and Jews.  Although in any other country this would be a normal family reunion, it was especially special because some of the cousins from Ramle, Ramallah and Jerusalem who hadn't seen each other in years were able to reconnect.  Even though they live 40 kilometers apart, they hadn't seen each other in 6 years.  

ELCJHL Explores "Christians in a Changing Society"
[image: image9.jpg]


[image: image10.jpg]



Families from the five ELCJHL churches gathered during the first days of July in Jericho for a retreat about "Christians in a Changing Society."   As usual, the Amman congregation could not join because of the stringent movement restrictions and permit system.  About 60 people gathered for the event, a mix of Bible study, lectures, prayer, discussion, fun and fellowship.  Bishop Younan and Redeemer Pastor Sani Ibrahim Azar gave a foundation of Lutheran theology and the church's role in a modern world.  They tackled some of the same challenges that are the same world-wide:  protecting children from the negative influences of globalization and internet; strengthening relationships in family and marriage with more two-parent working families and other ethical issues.  They explored ways of strengthening ties with the church because the church has such deep meaning for them.  On the lighter side, kids and families splashed in the pool, others played cards or backgammon, and one evening they played a biblical version of "So You Want to Be a Millionaire?" with questions about the Bible.  
Amman Congregation Begins Community Nights 
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The Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd in Amman, Jordan, is renovating the small office building that is a part of their complex and beginning to open their community room for educational and cultural events for the whole community.  The first event was the screening of the movie The Iron Wall, a film about the illegal Israeli settlements in the West Bank, including Jerusalem.  About 70% of Jordanians are from families of Palestinian refugees.  Many who saw the film were saddened by the situation here, as Palestinian land and rights are increasingly sacrificed so that Israeli settlers can live on confiscated land.  
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Goodbye and Thanks to 
Pastor Russ and Anne Siler 
The English-speaking Redeemer congregation and ELCJHL staff said goodbye and good wishes to Pastor Russ and Anne Siler as they concluded four years of faithful and committed service.  They return to Leesburg, Virginia, where they will transition into retirement  They will continue to speak out for justice for Palestinian Christians, We will miss them sorely and wish them well!  
August Conference at the International Center in Bethlehem

"God's Reign and People's Rule:
Religious Communities, Political Entities & Civil Societies in Palestine”
ICB' 4th International Conference 
August 26-September 1, 2007
Program to include:

§        Religious and political influences in the historical contexts of Europe, India, Latin America,    and the USA
§         Key religious texts: New Testament, The Jewish bible (OT), and Quranic Interpretations
§         Faith and Public Space
§         The Palestinian Constitution
§         Field trips to Hebron, Jerusalem, and the Galilee
For more information, see www.annadwa.org
Southeast Michigan Youth and Adults Visit ELCJHL Youth
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A delegation of youth and adults from the Southeast Michigan Synod of the ELCA visited the ELCJHL and its youth in late June. The group spent three days with the youth of Bethlehem, Beit Jala and Beit Sahour, first working at the Beit Sahour school, painting lines for the soccer field and planting/cleaning the grounds. They toured the wall in Bethlehem and a refugee camp there and together they added their creative expressions to the wall. In Jerusalem, they helped with a day camp, were invited to a home for a meal and were led on a tour of Jerusalem by Shukri Merizian, tour guide extraordinaire. They worshipped in Ramallah and went with their youth group to a local village park and pool.
Summer International Exchanges for ELCJHL Youth, Women 

Youth from several ELCJHL schools and churches are in the midst of international exchanges in Germany and Norway this summer for general partner visits or specialized visits, such as musical events.  Women from Redeemer Church are in Austria, invited by partners there.  Stay tuned for reports.
Congratulations to ELCJHL Graduates 
and Best Wishes for Tawjihi Results!

The graduation festivities are past, the graduates have survived the grueling Tawjihi exams, which are given for several hours for about two weeks, and most will have a well-deserved rest before finding out their results.            .

My school was my second home where I spent most of my time…nobody knows what will become of  us; however I hope the best for everyone in this bewildering world. The next step is hard because we have little knowledge and experience although I know that we will succeed: we were taught here that with perseverance and courage nothing can stand between us and our goals.

Right now, I am standing here in front of all of you to tell you how much I am proud to be a girl from this school. I am so happy to graduate and proceed with my life and achieve my goals and dreams but in the same time sad for leaving all of you.  We were born in the midst of the first Intifada .We grew up with the hope of having a Palestinian state, but our political situation did not prosper for peace and statehood.  We keep our hopes high as we will become future leaders of this country.

Finally, I would like to extend my deep appreciation and gratitude to our school principle Mrs. Naila Kharoub, our teachers for their unlimited support and their guidance and to our parents who bare the hardships and patience of our long study.

Goodbye my school, goodbye my teachers, goodbye my fellow mates.  Thank you.

Lena Abed-Rabbo, Graduating Senior giving the English Commencement Speech at Dar al Kalima Graduation 
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Rev. Dr. Samuel Kobia, General Secretary of the WCC, Bishop Younan and       plant an olive tree as a symbol of their hope and commitment to a just peace.








ELCJHL Schools and Educational Programs











