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Salaam and grace to you from Jerusalem, City of Peace             June-July,    2006
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The school year ended at the beginning of June for the Lutheran Schools in Palestine, but the memories of the culminating celebrations are still fresh for the staff and students. Among the May events marking the completion of another year’s studies were graduation ceremonies at the four schools, five kindergarten graduations, and science, art and sports festivals. 
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Although the four schools of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land share common educational goals,  each has unique                  traditions and qualities, and their graduation ceremonies reflected this individuality. Dar Al-Kalima, our newest school founded in 2000, celebrated its second graduation class with seven students. Talitha Kumi, founded in the mid-nineteenth century, had 49 graduates this year while the Evangelical Lutheran School in Beit Sahour had 25 and the School of Hope in Ramallah had 29.
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Graduation is a school-wide event involving students from many grades. Graduates gave speeches in Arabic, English, and German. The choral and instrumental music classes presented musical selections which included Palestinian stringed instruments such as oudes and kanouns as well as woodwind and brass ensembles, drums, and bagpipes.  Folk dance groups from the schools also performed during the community  event. Bishop Munib Younan, Schools’ Director Dr. Charlie Haddad, the principals, and government guests joined in distributing the diplomas and special awards to both graduates and returning students. A colorful part of each ceremony was the traditional Palestinian zagareet, a spontaneous acclamation or sung blessing offered by the audience to express pride, joy, and appreciation for the achievements of the students.  

In addition to senior class commencements, the kindergartens also had graduation ceremonies at each of the four schools and at Al-Mahaba on the Augusta Victoria Hospital campus in East Jerusalem. Since kindergarten here includes three years of pre-school preparation, parents, students, and staff had cause to celebrate this benchmark preparing their children to enter primary grades. Programs included student songs, speeches and skits; again Dr. Haddad and the principals distributed diplomas proudly accepted by the pupils. 


Because travel restrictions and the Separation Wall continue to  increase the isolation of the communities which the Schools and Educational Programs of the ELCJHL serve, school events draw wide community interest, as the other festivals in May indicate. The Environmental Education Center in Beit Jala invited area schools, 
including those from the refugee camps, to participate in its Spring Festival. The Sports and Arts Festivals at Hope School in Ramallah and the Evangelical Lutheran School in Beit Sahour included folk dancing, roller skating, gymnastics and basketball. Dar Al-Kalima School in Bethlehem held a science fair in combination with sports, dance, arts and crafts exhibits.

At the end of each year, students say good-bye to friends and teachers until the following fall. One staff member who will not return in August but who will be missed is Jonathan Schaller, who volunteered for one year at the schools in Beit Sahour and Dar Al-Kalima.  An education student from Tübingen, Germany,  Jonathan learned about a possible volunteer position when he was looking for an international spot to do his practicum before taking his final exams qualifying him to teach. Saying that he was at first doubtful about coming to the West Bank, he now feels grateful for friends who encouraged him and thanked Principal Georg Dürr of Talitha Kumi and Berliner Missionswerk, who arranged for his placement here. Sharing his time between the two schools, Jonathan taught German and served as a sports assistant in gymnastics and first aid, a skill learned serving as a paramedic in his alternative military service in Germany.  A devout and modest young man, Jonathan felt led by God to come here to learn about his Christian roots “where it all began.”  His work here with the staff and students has established roots of communication, understanding, and affection not soon forgotten.

Jonathan’s friendly face and favorite Arabic expression, “mish mushkileh (no problem)” were reminders of the many forms of support the Schools and Educational Programs of the ELCJHL receive for its ministry from international partners around the world. Volunteers and financial contributions are vital to the program of activities, especially under the prevailing conditions of fund cutoffs and rising unemployment and poverty levels, predicted soon to reach 70% in the West Bank. 
Deacon Pirkko Tyhkanen, a social worker for FELM (Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Ministries),  has met the parents of more than 50 scholarship students in the last three months and has seen the growing need for financial support of the families.  Government employees have not received salaries since February because of the international boycott on aid to the Palestinians, and this has had a dismal ripple effect on the economy.  More families than ever have income only for their basic daily needs and they can pay their children’s fees only partly. Some families have taken loans to pay the fees and others have just given up and put their children in government schools.

National church organizations provide grants for construction projects and program activities; partner synods, local congregations, philanthropic associations and private individuals provide assistance for student tuition scholarships. Bishop Younan, Dr. Haddad, and the staff of the Lutheran Schools thank all those who have helped to make this school year possible and successful for our students and families. 
You can join in the ministry of the ELCJHL Schools and Educational Programs in a number of ways:

· Pray for a lasting and just peace in the Holy Land today and for a brighter future for its children;

· Support a local child’s education through a financial contribution;

· Support the development of the ELCJHL’s educational programs with an unspecified contribution.




Sports Day at the Lutheran School of Hope in Ramallah.





Jonathan Schaller volunteered for a year in the schools in Beit Sahour and Dar Al-Kalima teaching German and assisting with sports.








Kindergarten graduation at the Lutheran School in Beit Sahour.





Graduation at the Lutheran School in Beit Sahour.





Dar al Kalima's second graduating class of 7.











