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Salaam and grace to you from Jerusalem, City of Peace
January, 2005
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Kul Sane w'intu Sall'meen                                               Happy New Year from the Holy Land
ELCJHL pastors gathered with their families in Aqaba, Jordan, for a retreat to begin the New Year.  It was a rare opportunity to be together in fellowship, prayer and study.  They focused this passage from Joshua on the promises of God.  They also reflected on the meaning of baptism into the Body of Christ and the tension into which it calls us.  Our belief that God comes to us in a small baby in a manger, the mystery of the Incarnation, illustrates how the Christian journey asks us to live in contradiction to ordinary values.  In our globalized, militarized world, God calls us to find our strength in weakness and true power in vulnerability and compassion.
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No one shall be able to stand against you all the days of your life.  
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As I was with Moses, so I will be with you;     I will not fail you or forsake you.  Be strong and courageous!  
    Joshua 1:5-6a         
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We are constantly reminded of this tension in our Holy Writings when we are told that we are both sinner and saint, broken yet redeemed, living already in the kingdom of God yet still looking for the kingdom that is to come.  We believe in a God of justice who also is merciful and loving.  When we hear Pat Robinson declare that Prime Minister Sharon's stroke was a punishment from God for giving land to the Palestinians, just as happened with former PM Rabin, we vigorously disagree with this theology.  We believe in a God of love, not a God of hatred and punishment.  Even though we totally disagreed with the policies of Sharon, who caused such suffering for Palestinians and others, such as the massacres at Sabra and Shatilla, now, as he struggles between life and death, we stay in prayer for him asking God to have mercy on him.  We believe in a healing, reconciling God of justice who is with us in this tension, and we will continue to live toward this promise because that is what we are called to do, and we are strengthened knowing others like you are with us on the way.  
Please keep us in your prayers during this period of uncertainty and volatility.  Any major change brings challenge, threat and opportunity.  We as Palestinian Christians – now more than ever – must remember our call to pray for peace, work for justice and live in hope and not by fear.  We will continue our vital role as a prophetic voice for non-violence, religious freedom and equal, democratic rights for all.  It is time to break through to the higher ground of dialogue and reconciliation, which requires  calling all to the table – while still enforcing international law, human rights and controlling violence of all kinds.    May God be with the new leadership and all our people.   
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ELCJHL Elections

ELCJHL congregations elected new leaders to their councils in January.  Every five years, each congregation elects new council members who then meet to elect the synod of 37 members and a president, deputy president, treasurer and secretary.   For the first time, the leaders elected a woman to one of the top positions of secretary.  In addition, 4 other women were elected.   
 Muna Tannous, newly elected to the new Ramallah council pictured at left, is excited to take on new challenges.  She said they will examine and explore all the various ministries of the church before deciding priorities and activities.
Christmas Visits to Local Churches

The usual exchange of Christmas greetings took place this year with visits to the three Patriarchates by heads of churches and their delegations.  The visit of the Latin Patriarch always takes place first in December.  The Greek Orthodox Christmas is next, as it comes on the Western churches' Feast of Epiphany.  The Armenian Christmas occurs the latest of the three.  Pictured here from left to right are His Beatitude Theophilis III, HB Michel Sabbah, the Latin Patriarch, the Syrian Orthodox Archbishop, the Ethiopian Archbishop and Bishop Younan

A New Coadjutor Bishop 
for the Anglican Episcopal Diocese

The new Coadjutor Bishop of the Anglican Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem was consecrated on the Feast of the Epiphany on January 6th at St. George's Cathedral.  Bishop Riah Abu El Assal presided at the consecration service for the new bishop, the Rt. Rev. Suheil Salman Dawani.  They will lead the church together until Bishop Riah retires and Bishop Dawani continues leadership alone.  

Bishop Younan, Bishop Clive Handworth, the Presiding Bishop of the Province of Jerusalem and the Middle East of the Episcopal Church, the Rt. Rev. Samir Kafity and a bishop from the Anglican Church of England  assisted in the laying on of hands.  Bishop Younan welcomed the new Bishop in a short address, and is looking forward to continuing the ELCJHL's partnership with the new Anglican leadership and church.   
.    
Goals:  To provide quality education through innovation techniques;

To promote communication/cooperation within the schools and with local and international groups;

Students in the four Lutheran Schools of the Holy Land are back to a regular schedule after celebrating the end of first semester, this year’s break coincided with the  Eastern and Western holidays of Christmas and New Year’s Day as well as the three-day Muslim feast Eid al-Adha. Teachers and administrators used this time away from the normal school calendar to meet and plan major changes in the school program. They hope to incorporate into their curriculum the ideas and activities discussed in two major workshops in December and January. Participants in these two in-service events are now closer to achieving two important goals of the Schools and Educational Programs of the ELCJHL.  As they considered ways to provide quality education through innovative techniques, they were also promoting communication and cooperation within the schools and with local and international groups.

Over a year ago, the staff of each school began a self-assessment of their programs and curriculum and a strategic planning process that resulted in the writing of eight educational goals. Preceding articles in the newsletters have already discussed some of them. They then invited a group of local and international educators to evaluate and suggest improvements. For three days this past December in Jericho, the staff from the three participating schools met to continue the strategic planning already begun by implementing both their common goals and the recommendations of the visiting committee. Dr. Charlie D. Haddad, Director of Schools and Educational Programs, led the workshop, which was the first of its kind to include all the staff from all three schools. ELCJHL Bishop Munib Younan also addressed the group and shared in the discussions. Teachers’ evaluations rated highly the opportunity to meet, exchange ideas and share opinions on proposed improvements in the school program. Although the daily work sessions were intense, the staff also enjoyed evening socials as part of the holiday season.

Two weeks later in Ramallah, the Danish GL secondary teachers’ union sponsored the fourth in a series of educational seminars begun in January of 2005. Previous topics had included school management and organization, promoting democracy in schools, and environmental education. The January 2006 workshop considered ways to implement and promote critical thinking and creativity in the classroom. Representatives from all the schools included teachers, principals and parents who heard presentations and participated in small group discussions. Teachers again listed as valuable the opportunity to share ideas with teachers from the other Lutheran Schools and Denmark and with invited guests representing the Palestinian government schools. Future seminars, scheduled for March and June of this year, will present ideas on the use of information technology in instruction and innovative classroom management techniques.

Dr. Haddad notes that teachers in the ELCJHL Schools have had more in-service training in the past three years than in all the past years combined. These workshops, thanks to cooperative grants and joint ventures with local and international partners, are signs of growth and promise a fruitful school environment. 

ELCJHL Schools and Educational Programs


A Closer Look at ELCJHL Educational Goals




















ELCJHL pastors and their families at Petra in Jordan.











