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The Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in Jordan and the Holy Land   (ELCJHL)
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Salaam and grace to you from Jerusalem, City of Peace[image: image4.jpg]



Holy is the week

holy, consecrated, belonging to God…
We move from hosannas to horror
with the predictable ease

Of those who know not what they do.

Our hosannas sung, Our palms waved,

Let us go with passion into this week.

It is time to curse fig trees that do not yield fruit,

To cleanse our temples of any blasphemy,

To greet Jesus as the Lord's Anointed One,

To lavishly break our alabaster

And pour perfume out for him

Without counting the cost.

It is a time for preparation…

The time to give thanks and break bread is upon us.

The time to give thanks and drink of the cup is imminent.

Eat, drink, remember:

On this night of nights, each one must ask,

As we dip our bread in the wine,     "Is it I?"

And on that darkest of days, 
each of us must stand

Beneath the tree

And watch the dying

If we are to be there

When the stone is rolled away.

The only road to Easter morning

Is through the unrelenting shadows of that Friday.

Only then will the alleluias be sung;
 Only then will the dancing begin.
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Ann Weems        Kneeling in Jerusalem

Palm Sunday in the Holy Land
People streamed through streets and towns Sunday celebrating Palm Sunday, the triumphant procession of Jesus into Jerusalem with a palm-waving, Hosanna-shouting crowd of people.  During these Holy Days,   many of the churches and traditions come together for combined celebrations, and many have special events of their own.  Even some secular groups marked the day yesterday. 
[image: image6.jpg]



[image: image7.jpg]


[image: image8.jpg]



Above: Two girls join in the palm procession at the Arabic speaking Redeemer Lutheran Church.

Above Right:  Protestors at the Bethlehem checkpoint give palms to the soldiers. 
Right: Pastor Russ Siler baptizes Simona Kascejeva, daughter of Sanita and Slava, on Palm Sunday.  
Swedish PM Goeran Persson Visits Bishop Younan and STI Officials
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Swedish Prime Minister Goeran Persson met with Bishop Munib Younan and the director and personnel of the Swedish Theological Institute (STI) in March to discuss the work at STI and the current political and religious developments.   

“This is a critical time facing us today.   What happens here in the immediate future will determine the prospects for peace,” the Prime Minister said.  He noted that while the international political climate is now very positive and optimistic, it will take continued courage and action to implement the full Road-Map.    He said that there is a significant difference between what you hear and what you see on the ground here. 

“We are being imprisoned by the wall,” Bishop Younan told him, adding that the current and planned wall will separate Jerusalem from Bethlehem and Ramallah and will make a viable, contiguous Palestinian state impossible.  

The Bishop gave several examples of the difficulties confronting Palestinians and the ELCJHL in particular:  
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Talitha Kumi, an ELCJHL school between Beit Jala and Jerusalem, will be cut off from Jerusalem and the neighboring villages by the wall, which will make it very difficult for many students and teachers to get to school.  The Israeli solution is to make “humanitarian tunnels.” 


There is also great concern about many families who can't get the reunification permit that is necessary because one spouse has a West Bank ID and the other has a Jerusalem ID.  These families must ask permission and get a reunification permit to live together, but these permits haven't been granted since an Israeli decision in July of 2003.   At least 20 ELCJHL families are confronting this situation.

The Bishop expressed appreciation for the Prime Minister's support in maintaining important tax exemptions for the Lutheran World Federation.  
If Israel's attempts to revoke the tax exemptions are successful, it will seriously threaten the continued work of the Lutheran World Federation's (LWF) Augusta Victoria Hospital, Health Clinics and Vocational Training Centers. The Bishop urged his continued support:   "We need your active intervention on this crucial matter.  If the Israeli government can stand by its commitments, it will enable LWF continue its important humanitarian mission for Palestinian refugees and others, which the Swedish Church among others have supported for over 50 years."

More and more Palestinians are emigrating because of difficulties like these, Bishop Younan said.    The ELCJHL works hard to strengthen the Palestinian Christian Church through faithful witness and focusing on crucial needs like education, interfaith dialogue and affordable housing.  With efforts and initiatives like these, the Bishop hopes to preserve the Palestinian Christian presence in the Holy Land. 

STI has worked since its inception in 1951 to encourage interfaith dialogue and tolerance among people of different religions.  One example is the Jonah group, a Christian-Jewish dialogue group that Bishop Younan helped establish, which meets at the STI this week.  In the dialogue work with Israelis, Director Mats Hogelius and others have come to believe that a two-state solution is essential not only for Palestinians but to preserve Israel as a Jewish state.  Bishop Younan also spoke about the vision of a two-state solution with the two strong, viable democratic states of Israel and Palestine living equally, side by side, with justice and peace. This will only come about through practical actions that foster mutual respect and compassion for one another.  PM Persson thanked STI for its work, and said it is important not only for the Swedish church, but for Sweden as a whole. 

New Partnership with Bavarian Deanery

We are excited to report a new partnership with the deanery of Bad Toelz in Bavaria, Germany.  Eighteen representatives from 12 of the deanery's congregations came to visit the ELCJHL and sign the agreement.   The group visited all the congregations (except Good Shepherd in Amman, Jordan) and all the schools.  
Delegations from Sweden and Finland Visit ELCJHL

The Christian Council of Sweden (CCS) sent members to visit the region in March.  The delegation met with the Heads of Churches in Jerusalem and Israeli and Palestinian officials.  They also met with staff and accompaniers of the Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in Palestine and Israel (EAPPI), which was initiated from the World Council of Churches, CCS and other world churches. 
An official delegation from the Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Mission and Finn Church Aid  also visited the ELCJHL, Palestinian and Israeli officials.  They also visited our schools and congregations.
Bishop Younan and the ELCJHL appreciate and encourage all of our partners, because "we are all baptized and we share the same body which is the church.  We want people in the grassroots in every land to learn and understand Palestinian Christianity, and these partnerships allow us to learn from one another, strengthen our ties and work toward a common witness to the Risen Lord."
Installation Art Project at  Lutheran School in Beit Sahour
We entered through a heart.  A 20-foot-high, red silk heart.  Inside, there were many different feelings represented, and you were asked to identify the feelings most in your heart right now.  Then you were encouraged to put your thumbprint there, as if to claim your right to your own experience and feelings.
Life in Palestine is hard.  It is dangerously easy to let the constant obstacles and daily hardships harden your heart.  
So when you spend the afternoon in a room crowded by enthusiastic young people who can't wait to tell you about what their art projects mean and what they are thinking about their lives, it melts a few layers within.  
This March, students at the Beit Sahour Lutheran School invited the community to their "installation art" opening, a joint project with Dar-Annadwa at the International Center in Bethlehem.  
With "installation art," artists make a statement about how they see life by arranging objects and creating a space that expresses their thoughts and feelings.  The projects often have a title that gives a hint of what the artist was trying to express.  
In the project above, entitled "The Days Pass," this young artist has put a rolling pin with various designs on a stand, simulating the never-ending march of time.  She explained what it means to her: 
 "Every day is different.  You can't tell about tomorrow by looking at today.  So if you don't like today, tomorrow is another new day." 

People had to walk up to the main hall through the project to the right.  Rocks and other obstacles were randomly placed on the staircase to symbolize how everyday life is in the West Bank.  Yet there were also flowers scattered among the rocks.  The young women explained:  
"The way here is difficult.  Every day is hard.  But there are still flowers – good stuff on the road."

The Beit Sahour Lutheran School was one of 10 schools chosen to participate in the International Center of Bethlehem’s Art Installation: Advocacy Tool for Youth Concerns Project.  The project empowers young people to identify and express concerns, issues, thoughts and feelings.  The hope is that it encourages students to find and develop their voice in a place where so often people have no voice and feel powerless.  



For more information, see www.annadwa.org

Greeting from Dr. Charlie Haddad, ELCJHL Schools Director

Students are the nucleus of any educational system and must be directly involved in school activities and decision-making; this belief shapes everything we do in the ELCJHL Schools.  In undertaking the current restructuring of the ELCJHL educational system, the needs and concerns of our students come first.  Through student involvement in school life, including active and vital student councils in all four ELCJHL Schools, we are working to make education a cooperative endeavor among teachers, administrators, students, families, and the community.  In this way we are seeking to educate motivated and empowered individuals, despite the immense difficulties of life in Palestine today.

Students speak out: Student councils up and running in the ELCJHL Schools

Getting a school student council off the ground in a society where education is traditionally a top-down endeavor is no easy task.  Just ask Ahmed, Miral, Saber, or any of the ten young persons on the student council at the Evangelical Lutheran School of Hope in Ramallah, a student organization working its way through its first full year in existence this year.  Gaining the confidence of parents, teachers, administrators, and the community as a whole takes time, patience, and lots of careful planning.  But these ten students are up to the challenge.

 “I joined the student council to help the students in my school and to make their concerns heard,” said Miral, an 11th grade student serving on the council this year.

“We want to improve the quality of our school and make school life better,” said Ahmed, a 12th grade student who is currently the council’s vice chairperson.  “That’s why we’re here.”

As part of an internally-initiated, system-wide initiative in all four ELCJHL Schools to emphasize student leadership and introduce ideas of democracy into school life, the Lutheran School of Hope convened its first student council in the spring of 2004.  Elections for the council’s ten seats are held each year with all students in grades 9 through 12 eligible both to vote and to run for election.  The student with the single most votes schoolwide is designated chairperson; this year Hidaya, a 12th grade student, was elected.

Similar councils are now functioning in all four ELCJHL Schools.

Munther Saleh, a physics teacher at the Lutheran School of Hope with experience in student leadership from his days as a university student, serves as a faculty advisor to the student council.  Munther volunteers his time to the council because he believes in the power of student involvement to positively affect the entire school atmosphere.

“In every school, students must be given some real responsibility,” he says.  “In this way they learn to care more about their work and about their school.”

The council is divided into four committees, each with specific responsibilities ranging from coordinating athletic teams, to discussing questions of academic policy with teachers and administrators, to making recommendations on the food served in the school cafeteria, to organizing social events for the school.  This year the council has set up an in-house football league for Lutheran School of Hope students and organized a schoolwide party with music, food, and dancing.

A new project on the horizon for the student council is the creation and supervision of a peer-tutoring program in the school.  The peer-tutoring program is planned as a way for students requiring extra assistance in their studies to connect with and learn from peers who are willing to provide help and advice, whether in traditional academic disciplines like mathematics or languages, or in positive study habits and academic motivation.  Munther hopes the program will be up and running during the 2005-2006 school year.

Among the greatest obstacles to founding a strong and independent student council is finding adequate financial resources to carry out activities and projects.  Though the students recognize that securing funding will be a continual challenge, the council raised a small amount at the schoolwide party earlier this year and is already hard at work planning additional ways to fund its own activities.

“We hope to organize a work day next year,” said Ayman, a 12th grade council member.  During a work day, students throughout the school will volunteer in local businesses, from food establishments to banks, in a variety of pre-arranged capacities for one day; the businesses will in turn donate funds directly to the student council at the Lutheran School of Hope.

The future of the student council’s work is looking bright.  On the initiative of the student council, ‘Azmi Bishara, an Arab-Israeli member of the Israeli parliament (the Knesset) will visit the Lutheran School of Hope on March 31st.  The student council arranged this visit to give students an opportunity to share their thoughts and raise their questions about the conflict and the current peace process to a ranking member of the Israeli government.  Additional activities and social functions are planned for this year as well.

“We want to see our students treated with respect for the good ideas they have,” says Munther when asked about the student council’s work.  He and many others in the ELCJHL Schools believe student involvement in the educational process holds great possibilities for creating a more positive environment in the Lutheran Schools and for training students to become active, responsible future Palestinian citizens and leaders.
“The students see many things in the school that we can’t see,” Munther says.  “We will all be better off if we can see the school through the students’ eyes.”
Please keep in your prayers:

· The faculty, staff, students, and families of the ELCJHL Schools, that they be assisted in their work of creating peaceful, democratic environments in their schools and community

· The students of the ELCJHL Schools, that they experience the promise of Easter joy in this season.
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Swedish Prime Minister Goeran Persson with Bishop Munib Younan and International Secretary Rev. Kjell Jonasson of the ELCJHL and STI Director Rev. Mats and Kerstin  Hogelius.








From the Church of the Resurrection, we wish all our Brothers and Sisters all over the world a Holy and Happy Easter.  We call upon you, brothers and sisters, to remember the land of your roots.  If you are aware that your spiritual roots lie here, then the conflict in the Holy Land is not the conflict of others.  It is your own conflict.  We thank you for your continuing prayers, encouragement and generosity and for your presence through pilgrimage that has been resumed and will hopefully continue.





But we believe that the Churches can do still more.  If all the Churches of the world recognize their duty towards the Holy Land, and if they all join together in common and concerted action to sensitize their governments, their people and the international community, their intervention will become a decisive factor in the attainment of peace, justice and reconciliation in the Holy Land.


						From the Patriarchs and Heads of Churches in Jerusalem





The Wall is planned to cut through this valley, shown  by Environmental Education Center  Director  Simon Awad..  This Center is located on the grounds of Talitha Kumi School.    points toward the valley where the wall is planned to go through. 





























Bishop Younan shows PM Persson the Strangnas  room that his diocese helped to renovate.





The 2004-2005 student council at the Evangelical Lutheran School of Hope
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