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“Mabruk”(Congratulations)
 to the 2005 ELCJHL Graduates!
Almost 100 students graduated from the four ELCJHL schools in Ramallah, Bethlehem, Beit Sahour and Beit Jala.  Graduates, school and faith leaders addressed the ceremonies, which in Palestine are traditionally a colorful mix of Debkhe dancing, music from school choirs, flowers and community support.   It is traditional that addresses be given by the Schools' Director, the Bishop, and the local pastor and school principal.  

Schools' Director Charlie Haddad emphasized the current transformation underway in the ELCJHL schools seeking to teach democratic practices and teamwork with all those involved to create the most excellent learning environment possible.  Yet even the best teamwork needs strong, committed individuals who have the self-awareness and conviction to achieve the goals, he said.
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Bishop Younan also challenged the graduates to become people of principles and values in a world whose values are hostage to materialism, consumerism, and globalization; in a world in which wealth and power are often used to dominate others; in a world in which only some are entitled to liberty and justice:
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Only values honoring human dignity, compassion, justice, reconciliation, and equal rights for all – values that we emphasize here in our schools - will help you to mature in personality and life so that you can help build a modern, democratic, free state of Palestine.   We send you out as apostles of values in this world searching for meaning and hope. 
 Bishop Munib Younan
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At each ELCJHL School graduation, three students are chosen by their peers to give addresses in the three languages taught in the schools: Arabic, German, and English.  Below is an excerpt from the English address given by Salaam Bannoura of the Evangelical School in Beit Sahour.  Others are included on this newsletter’s last page.
Northern Texas – Northern Louisiana Synod Hosts Delegation to ELCJHL
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Bishop Kevin Kanouse of the Northern Texas – Northern Louisiana Synod of the ELCA led fellow ELCA Bishops Gerald Mansholt (Central States Synod) and Roy Almquist (Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod) along with 21 other pastors and lay leaders on a pilgrimage to visit the Holy Land and the people of the ELCJHL in their faith and life.  In addition to visiting traditional holy sites, the group met the people of the ELCJHL and learned about their faith and life under the present difficult occupation. The group found the joy of being in the birthplace of Christianity tempered by seeing the difficulties and obstacles their brothers and sisters here face, often supported by their own American tax dollars.
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Palestinian Christians and Jewish Israelis showed them the ongoing confiscation of Palestinian land, expanding settlement construction and the fast-growing Separation Wall cutting through the middle of Palestinian areas.  They followed the traffic-jammed and suddenly-closed streets of East Jerusalem around the Separation Wall for 55 minutes in order to reach a place less than a mile away on the other side.  Then they drove from the mouth of sprawling and expanding Ma'ale Adumim back to the Old City via the restricted bypass road, a journey of 10 minutes.  They passed through the Separation Wall opening at the entrance to Bethlehem, which is now only about 20 feet and will be changed soon to go through a huge multi-million dollar checkpoint plaza.  They stood on the roof of a parishoner's house and heard how it is slated for destruction because it is a security threat to the nearby (and later-built) huge settlement complex of Har Homa.   Seeing these realities first-hand left a deep impression on group members.    
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Yet they were uplifted by the ministry they saw going on in the midst of all the difficulties.  They saw the ministries of the ELCJHL teaching children not just academics but arts, music, empowerment and participatory democracy.  At the LWF Vocational School, students are taught not only vocational skills but life planning and management.   In the churches, they spoke with people whose hope was in the Risen Lord and in the community of faith here despite its fragmentation.
On the eve of their departure, Pastor Russell Siler of the English-speaking congregation of the Lutheran Church of the Redeemer urged them to take home not only the stories of the people they had met but the greater significance of what is happening here:


If we don't do something right now, there may be no Palestinian Christian church left to visit.  The occupation is driving out the Palestinian Church.  Every day brings us a step closer to the end.   We must act now.  

For the last three years, our Presiding Bishop Mark Hanson and other faith leaders have tried to visit President Bush, but no luck. 

 Do you know what would open the door?  If during one 2-week period the President got 1 million letters from ELCA members saying, "President Bush, please speak to my Bishop."  The red carpet would be rolled out.  


You are a sign of hope to me and the people here for the ELCJHL. Your presence here and commitment to go home and tell the story is a true sign of hope.

ELCJHL to Host LWF Council Meeting in August
The ELCJHL will host the Annual LWF Council Meeting from Aug. 29 – Sept. 7 in Jerusalem and Bethlehem.  The opening service will be held at the Church of the Redeemer in the Old City of Jerusalem August 31, and the rest of the conference will be held at the International Center in Bethlehem.

About 130 delegates representing around 70 million Lutherans around the world will gather under the theme:  “The Church:  Called to a Ministry of Reconciliation.”  Delegates will visit the Lutheran congregations and institutions in the area as well as traditional holy sites.

Bishop Younan Speaks Out Against “Honor Killings”

Bishop Younan challenged the Palestinian Authority to “seriously handle one of the biggest moral problems in our region:  so-called ‘honor killings’” on Swedish radio recently.  

“Murder is murder and should be dealt with as such.  There is no such thing as “honor” killings,” he said.  “We can’t stop the love, but we can stop accepting the killings.”

There have been a number of publicized “honor killings” in the area recently in which male family members have killed young women for associating with or trying to marry men outside their faith or who have not received the approval of male family members.  These killings receive much lower penalties if any, generally between 6 months to 2 years.  Often they are not even prosecuted at all.  

The most recent case involved a father who killed his daughter because she wished to marry a Muslim young man.   She had been beaten and tortured so that she was confined to a wheel chair and then died from her injuries.    The couple had tried to run away and escape to Jordan but were stopped at the bridge by Israeli border police.

Often when authorities are informed that a woman is in danger they do not act, or else they act against the woman instead of her family, putting her in prison.   There were 33 reported honor killings in the Palestinian territories last year among Muslim and Christian young women.  Although such violence is more common among Muslims, it also occurs among Arab Christians.  The ELCJHL recognizes the societal complexities of mixed marriages and offers counseling to those seeking it.
Bishop Younan Visits U.S.
Bishop Younan visited the United States to attend the Synod Assembly of the SE Michigan Synod, a companion synod to the ELCJHL.   The Bishop spoke to the gathering and thanked them for all of its support.  The synod has sent several delegations and is sending youth this summer and Bishop Rimbo and others in the fall.   They have a Task Force that has done much to raise awareness about the ELCJH.

At the assembly, the ELCJHL Task Force had worked had to prepare resource information.
The youth group sold bracelets that said "Bridges not Walls" to raise money for the upcoming trip to the Holy Land in July.   The Bishop blessed them for their journey and we are looking forward to hosting them later in June and getting to know one another.       

Detroit has one of the highest Palestinian populations in the world and has one of two Lutheran Arabic-speaking congregations in the US.  

The Bishop and his wife, Suad, also attended the graduation of their son, Andrea, from Valparaiso University, where he was presented with the Outstanding International Student Award.  He graduated with honors as one of two with a BS in Computer Engineering and intends to come back to this country to continue his studies in the next academic year.    The Bishop and Suad were honored that many friends from Michigan, Delaware, and Chicago came for the celebrations, including the Grand Prior of the order of OSMTH and H.E. Metropolitan Theodicius of the Russian Orthodox Church.  They hosted a festive dinner for Andrea and his professors.
2005 Graduation Ceremonies   

In each graduation ceremony, Schools Director Dr. Charlie Haddad urged the students to choose their own path by listening to their own hearts and minds and honestly evaluating their strengths and weaknesses.   He reminded them that life is precious and short:  "Life is time, and time is all that you have."  

What’s next?  Two students from the ELCJHL Schools Class of 2005

Haneen Al-Atrash, a 2005 graduate of the Evangelical Lutheran School in Beit Sahour, enjoyed studying English language and participating in sports, music, and art activities in high school.  This fall Haneen will be moving to Chicago to begin classes at North Park University, where she has received a competitive full scholarship for her undergraduate education.  Though Haneen isn’t sure what field of study she will pursue at university, she knows she will return home after four years.  “I want to be working in Palestine, serving my people,” she said.




Hassan Odeh, a 2005 graduate of the Evangelical Lutheran School of Hope in Ramallah, enjoys computer games and working out at the gym.  He cites physics as his favorite subject from school because of the creative nature of the work.  Next year Hassan plans to enter Bir Zeit University, a large West Bank university near Ramallah, where he will study pharmacology.  Five years from now Hassan hopes to be working and continuing his education in Palestine.

In his address at the Evangelical Lutheran School of Hope graduation ceremony, Hassan remembered the ways in which the school community faced their fears together when their building was heavily damaged by the Israeli army during an armed Israeli incursion in 2002.  He and his classmates will instead use "weapons of knowledge" to build the future, he said.
Excerpts from addresses by ELCJHL graduates
"This is what it all meant to me: a family.  A family that helped me discover myself, a family that raised my sense of responsibility, a family that developed my character, a family that showed me who I am and what I can do, a family that not only corrected my mistakes, but also taught me HOW to correct them….

 “The school provided us with the best atmosphere to grow up in, share our thoughts and experiences, and be creative.  It taught us how to cooperate with each other in order to achieve our goals and face our problems.  It always proved to us that nothing could be done without cooperation.  It also gave us many opportunities to travel abroad, to learn about other cultures and how people live in other parts of the world.  We are grateful to you for giving us all these unique opportunities.”     

Anton Dieck, Dar al-Kalima Evangelical Lutheran School



“Here in this place we opened books, and our eyes and minds were opened to the world: to the history of humanity, to the literature of ages, physics of the universe, biology of life, and chemistry of living.  And here in this place we passed from little children to young women and men who strived enough to be prepared to face the future. From the wounds of Palestine, a new generation has risen, to struggle, to work, to live, to love, and to be loved….

“We have tasted a harsh bitterness: the bitterness of occupation, of seeing our people being killed, homes destroyed, lands confiscated, and this apartheid wall being built on our own soil.

“But let us not give up hope. Justice will prevail, and freedom will come. All we have to do is to stand together, to keep the candle of hope burning, and to work and fight for our freedom.”

Salaam Bannoura, Evangelical Lutheran School in Beit Sahour
The Rev. Julie Rowe

Communication@holyland-lutherans.org
The Separation Wall casts a shadow all the way across the Atlantic.  This is the main entrance to Bethlehem today.





LWF Representative Mark Brown shows the Augusta Victoria complex on the Mt. of Olives to ELCA Bishops Kevin Kanouse, Roy Almquist, and Gerald Mansholt and Synod VP Melba Bangert.         .
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Bishop Kevin Kanouse presents Pastor Russell Siler of the English-speaking congregation of the Lutheran Church of the Redeemer in Jerusalem with a carved cross from Texas for the ELCJHL as a sign of friendship and partnership.






































"…here in this place we passed from little children to young women and men who strived enough to be prepared to face the future. From the wounds of Palestine, a new generation has risen, to struggle, to work, to live, to love, and to be loved….





We have tasted a harsh bitterness: the bitterness of occupation, of seeing our people being killed, homes destroyed, lands confiscated, and this apartheid wall being built on our own soil.





But let us not give up hope. Justice will prevail, and freedom will come. All we have to do is to stand together, to keep the candle of hope burning, and to work and fight for our freedom.”





Salaam Bannoura, Evangelical Lutheran School in Beit Sahour





Above: Students at the Evangelical Lutheran School in Beit Sahour wait to receive their diplomas.    Left:  The Dar al-Kalima Evangelical Lutheran School graduates its first class of students
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