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The Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in Jordan and the Holy Land   (ELCJHL)

Bishop Younan Denounces Violence Against Egyptian Copts
April 16, 2005
Bishop Munib Younan, head of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land, Vice President of the Lutheran World Federation and the President of the Fellowship of Middle East Evangelical Churches, strongly denounced the recent violence against Egyptian Copts that left one Christian dead and many wounded.  The Bishop condemns any desecration or violence at any worship site in any relation to any religious cause.  He expressed his solidarity with the Coptic church and all Egyptian christians, and he urged all Egyptians not to react in haste, which might aggravate the destructive purposes of some religious zealots to inflame relations between religions and to transform political issues into religious conflicts.
The Bishop expressed appreciation for all the joint efforts among religions and the Egyptian government to contain and de-escalate the explosive situation and to defuse intentions by a few to spark a conflict between Muslims and Christians in the Middle East.  The message of Easter, Bishop Younan added, was that "Christians must stand fast in their faith and foster the love of Christ that has been apparent in the historic peaceful co-existence between Muslims and Christians in this Holy Land.  Muslims and Christians together here should be a living witness for the common values of compassion and respect for all of God's children," he said.
"The ELCJHL will continue to do its best to combat any kind of religious tensions that divide the people of God and go against God's intentions for all of humanity to live together in peace.  We will continue our teaching in schools, ministries and our Middle Eastern society to witness for unity and to build a culture of common understanding and acceptance of the other.  It was a culture of extremism, religious zealotry and discrimination that drove Jesus to the cross, but this culture was defeated by the love of God through the power of Resurrection that embraces all races, nations and religions," the Bishop said.
Bishop Younan expressed his congratulations to those who are celebrating Easter this week and to those who are beginning Holy Week in the Orthodox community.  This should be a time to emphasize our unity which illustrates the common values of Arab Christians and Muslims as we struggle together for our dignity, freedom and peace with freedom. 
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