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End of the school year 
activities bring many people 
together at the Evangelical 
Lutheran School in Beit 
Sahour. In May there was the 
annual Sports Festival, along 
with dramatic performances 
on several occasions by 
different classes. 

The Sports Festival 
featured athletes of all ages 
who had been diligently 
practicing their routines for 
days and weeks in advance. 
The evening festival brought 
a huge crowd of parents, 
teachers, community leaders, 
friends and siblings to share 
in the excitement as students 
ran relays, danced, rode 
bikes, completed tumbling 

routines and jumped through a hoop of fire! 
Equally as dramatic as the hoop of fire, although not as dangerous, were several plays performed by students from 

grades 5, 6, 9 and 10. These shows ranged from classic fairy tales to Shakespeare with a twist. Students practiced their 
English language skills and creatively expressed themselves through the writing, production, and performance of these 
dramas. Audiences laughed and enjoyed the acting talents of their sons, daughters, and friends. Both of these activities 
were opportunities for the students to showcase their talents and celebrate with the greater Beit Sahour community. 
Finally, the year culminated with the graduation ceremony and a party that had people celebrating well into the night. 

This article was written by Marta Spangler and Nikki Schmidt, who volunteered at the Lutheran School of Beit Sahour through 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America’s “Young Adults in Global Mission” program throughout the past school year.  
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