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The International Center in Bethlehem held its 4th International Conference the last week of August on "God's Reign and People's Rule."  Key religious leaders – Christian, Muslim and Jew – shared viewpoints and engaged the 100 or so participants about the tension between religion and the use of faith and sacred scriptures in determining our political structures and states.  This follow up to the ICB conference 2 years ago on Land, People and Identity has become particularly relevant since extremism has continued to rise in the Middle East.  Religious leaders agreed that faith carries a responsibility to work toward ensuring societies of justice, equal dignity of all, compassion, rule of law and love.  
It is our vocation as a church – as all people of faith and courage – to work against these extremist doctrines of hate and violence and to make our church and our religions part of the solution rather than part of the problem in this world.   We must not allow them to pretend that their own narrow political interests are equal to God's will.  

Bishop Munib Younan
Gracious God of life and love, unite us together as your children on this earth, and teach us how to live with one another in the love, grace, joy and blessing that you would have for us.  Guide all people of faith and courage to help make religion part of the solution rather than part of the problem in this world, as we reclaim our religion, in the name of love, community, peace and justice instead of hate and violence.  In Jesus' Name,   Amen.
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