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Visitors and members alike always find an open door and hospitable welcome at the Lutheran Church of the Reformation in Beit Jala.  Pastor Jadallah Shihadeh, (pictured above right) has led the congregation since 1986.  During 2002 and 2003, the church founded the Abraham's Herberge, an ELCJHL project that is a guesthouse created for dialogue between all the children of Abraham.   Although increased movement restrictions have made dialogue with Jewish partners difficult (it is illegal for Israelis to enter the West Bank), they have welcomed many international groups and dialogue encounters for youth and adults.  In the summer of 2006, Abraham's Herberge became a welcome refuge for 70 Israeli Arabs living in Northern Israel who fled the shelling of the Lebanon War.  Pastor Shihadeh said that many relationships were made that they hope to continue.  The church also is a spiritual home to the 40 or so boys living on the grounds at the Lutheran Boys' Home, part of the Educational Ministry of the ELCJHL.   The congregation focuses on youth work and music.  This year retired US pastor Rev. John Setterlund (pictured above left with a piano student), was sent here by the ELCA to help with music ministry and pastoral work.  A highlight of this year has been the production of a songbook that has translated and put down the music for favorite Arabic songs into English and German.   Please continue to pray for the people of Beit Jala, as they have lost about half of their land for the construction of the Separation Wall and illegal settlement expansions.     
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Gracious God, look with kindness and compassion on the people in Beit Jala, especially those at the Lutheran Church of the Reformation.  Nurture and strengthen them as they go about their daily lives, filling them with faith and hope so they can walk as witnesses of the new life we are given that we especially celebrate during this Easter Season.  In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.































