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Almost 100 ELCJHL women gathered together in Jericho in February for a 24-hour retreat to sing, pray, play and brainstorm together about how to strengthen the witness and work of women in the church and in society.  "This is the first time so many have been able to meet together in years due to the harsh movement and permit restrictions, " said said Mrs. Suad Younan, Chair of the Women's Committee that organized the meeting.  Jericho is one of the only places they can meet without too much difficulty.  It was a mix of devotions, bible study, music and play, with a devotion from Pastor Ramez Ansara of Ramallah Church of Hope and another by Bishop Younan.  Dr. Nuha Khoury gave a presentation about the status of women in Palestine, then women broke into small groups to brainstorm recommendations about how to empower women to be more involved and have more influence in the mostly male church and society.  Bishop Younan led the discussion afterwards and answered questions about our church's view of the role of women in the church, stressing that men and women are both created in God's image, equally, and both should work together as equal partners in the church, society and government.  Please pray that we can continue these important meetings.
March is traditionally a time when Palestinian Christians focus on women.  Palestinian Mother's Day is in March, (March 21 this year) and the World Day of Prayer for Peace also falls in March (March 2).  This year's theme, originating out of Paraguay, is "United under God's Tent," celebrating unity and building up the body of Christ.  As usual, women from churches all over Jerusalem planned and will gather on Friday, March 2, for the service. 
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Gracious God, you created us female and male, in your image, to work together to share and reflect your love and healing.   We pray this month especially for the women of the ELCJHL and all of Palestine,  that you would fill them with strength, wisdom and spirit, and help break down the barriers they face in every day life.   Bring an end to violence, domination and oppression for the sake of all people.
   In Jesus' Name we pray, Amen.































