SEPTEMBER 2006    A NEW ELCJHL SCHOOL YEAR BEGINS 
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Another school year begins for the ELCJHL as in the rest of the world.  But  this isn't the rest of the world.  Government workers here will soon begin their 7th month without salaries because of the boycott on international aid, and the main workers not getting paid are teachers and health care workers.  Although most government schools remained open last year, questions remain about whether they will be able to open this year.  We are trying to open our doors as much as we can for all who bring their children to us.  
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For the last year and a half, an educational dialogue series was sponsored by the GL Danish Teachers' Union and the Schools and Educational Programs of the ELCJHL aimed at empowering our teachers and enhancing our schools. Here, students from the Evangelical Lutheran School in Beit Sahour and Dar al-Kalima Lutheran School in Bethlehem share with Danish teachers Lis Ramberg Beyer and Annette Frandsen their ideas and hopes for their schools in a student workshop held this August at the Dar Annadwa International Center in Bethlehem.
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Loving God, we ask your blessings on all students and parents in this land hoping for the school doors to open.  Bless the students, teachers, staff, and families of the Schools of the ELCJHL.   Strengthen and encourage them as they begin this school year faced with concerns for an unknown financial and political future. Guide them so that they may develop their talents and skills as peacemakers and bridge builders in a society in need of your healing.  In Jesus' name.  Amen. 


























