BETHLEHEM STATEMENT ON UN INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER FOR PEACE            2006-09-21

On this occasion, we gather here today in Palestine and we raise our voice from Bethlehem, the city where the Prince of Peace, our Lord Jesus Christ was born. We reaffirm our belief and commitment in a just peace and in our desire to live in security and safety. We make this affirmation even when the Israeli occupation has denied us the ability to even live for one day in peace and tranquility since it started its 
repressive policies against us; from 1967 until this day.

On "The International Day of Prayer for Peace", we remind the international community, the United Nations General Assembly, and the Security council, of our tragedy, the occupation of our land and our suffering, the theft of our basic rights, the profanation of our dignity and depriving us from living in freedom and independence. We call upon all peace forces in the world and international organizations to demand Israel comply with international law and UN resolutions, especially resolutions 242 and 348, to immediately withdraw from all occupied lands, to stop all uncivilized savage assaults and daily hostile practices against our people, such as the killing of the innocent, the destruction of our infrastructure, national institutions and homes, the confiscation of ten of thousands of dunums of our land, and the establishment of illegal settlements, which violate international law.

On this day, we remind the world of the tragedy of the Palestinian refugees and of their right of return to their homes as indicated in UN resolution 194. We also send an appeal to the internayional community to pressure Israel to immediatwly release more than ten thousand Palestinian prisoners imprisoned in tragic living circumstances within its jails.

We also call upon the United Nations General Assembly and the Security Council to take independent, fair, objective and unbiased steps in their condemnation of evil and oppressive actions from any side and to reclaim their rightful role in implementing peace and security for all peoples and countries. We also call on them to guarantee that all resolutions and decisions related to the Palestinian cause are fully implemented and not to have double standards.

Finally, we meet on this day in the city of Bethlehem, near this apartheid wall to say to the Israelis and to the world that we are against the building of walls that separate people and civilizations and that cannot ensure any stability, security or peace – a wall that is preventing us from practicing our rights to worship freely in our Holy sites in Jerusalem. We reaffirm the importance of building bridges of dialogue between different peoples, religions and cultures. We favor policies that aim at creating a climate where all people will live in stability, peace and love."
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