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WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES DELEGATION IN BEIRUT AND JERUSALEM

PRESS STATEMENT: 14.08.06

The delegation of the World Council of Churches was decided in cooperation with the Conference of European Churches to manifest the solidarity of the world fellowship of churches toward the population of Lebanon and Palestine/Israel. The delegation is composed of Marilia Schiller, programme executive of staff of the WCC, myself as President of the French Protestant Federation and of the Conference of European Churches, and at the invitation of the WCC and Conference of European Churches, Mgr. Bernard Aubertin, Archbishop of Tours in France, delegate of the Catholic Conference of French Bishops. 

The aim of our visit was to manifest our solidarity to the people of Lebanon and Palestine/Israel, to meet as many representatives of the Churches, Muslim and Jewish leaders, civil society and the Governments. We have told them how much the world fellowship of Churches which we represent, is praying for peace, mourning for the victims of the violence of this war, willing to support those who are in pain, have lost their properties, are displaced in their own countries, or living in fear for the future. 

We have highly valued the possibility of sharing love and prayer with our sister churches. 

But as well as showing our solidarity, our main aim was to listen to the people we met, especially the leaders of the churches, to take back with us the voices of the people of Lebanon and Palestine/Israel, so that the churches we represent can speak out in their name. We carry back with us the responsibility of making these voices heard. 

· We heard the voices of all religious leaders who were calling for an immediate ceasefire – and we hope today that UN resolution 1701 has been immediately effective and will continue to be

· We heard the voices of all our partners in Lebanon who couldn’t understand the violence of destruction: more than a thousand civilian victims, crimes of war against children and infants (noting particularly Qana and the Mar Jayun convoy), destruction of infrastructure – and as the Lebanese Prime Minister told us – “a Lebanon cut in pieces”. They could not understand the violence of the military offensive, except that the intention was to destroy Lebanon. We heard also the voices of the same Christian leaders in Lebanon condemning without reservation the attacks of Hizbollah which cost the lives of eight Israeli soldiers and the capture of two others, and condemning any form of violence and the killing of civilians. But the same leaders supported the resistance of the Lebanese people underlying the unity of this country as a model of multicultural and muti-confessional understanding of democracy.
· We heard their voices when they asked us to say to our churches, and through them to our governments, their conviction that the existence of such a multicultural and multi-confessional Lebanon is a guarantee for peace in the whole region.
· Their voices have been totally united with the voices of all Christian leaders we heard in Jerusalem, saying how these dimensions are central in countries where all people turn to God and respect themselves in their different confessions. The whole Middle East would not gain from losing a strong presence of all Christian confessions.

· In Beirut and Jerusalem, we heard the voices of all those reminding us that at the core of the Middle East issue is the resolution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. There is a strong reservation toward the 1701 resolution, not because it tries to solve the crisis between Lebanon and Israel, but because it doesn’t point to the root cause of the crisis. So we have heard with special attention those who say that we have to call for the opening of negotiations to build peace in the whole region which would include: 
· International negotiation with no one left aside due to preemptive designation as terrorists

· Recognition of the importance of secure Israeli and Palestinian states in internationally recognized borders 
· We have heard the voices of Christian leaders recalling that there cannot be peace without respect for the ‘other’, or without justice. They underlined the injustice of silence of the world media facing the capture of one third of  Palestinian politicians, duly elected – or the starving of the population of Gaza, who each day require more and more humanitarian assistance. “Do not forget Gaza” we were told. 

We return to the World Council of Churches with this call: “Do not only pray for us – act”! 

ENDS

Background information:
The members of the delegation are: CEC President Rev. Jean-Arnold de Clermont, the Roman Catholic Archbishop of Tours (France) Mgr. Bernard Aubertin, and WCC programme executive on racism, Ms Marilia Alves-Schüller.
Programme of their visit: 

· Heads of Local Churches in Jerusalem: His Beatitude Patriarch Theophilos III: Greek Orthodox Patriarchate, His Beatitude Patriarch Michel Sabbah: Latin Patriarchate, His Grace Bishop Aris: Armenian Apostolic Orthodox Patriarchate, representatives of the Coptic Orthodox Patriarchate and the Syrian Orthodox Patriarchate, His Eminence Paul Nabil Sayyah, Maronite Patriarchal Exarch, His Grace Bishop Munib Younan, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan & the Holy Land, His Grace Bishop Pierre Malki, Exarch for the Syrian Catholics and His Grace Archbishop Antonio Franco, Apostolic Delegate. 

· Chief Rabbi (Ashkenazi), Rabbi Yona Metzger, the Director of the Chief Rabbinate and Rabbi David Rosen
· Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas 
· Chief of Judges Sheikh Tamimi
· Representatives of Israeli and Palestinian civil society groups
The Conference of European Churches (CEC) is a fellowship of 126 Orthodox, Protestant, and Old Catholic Churches along with 43 associated organisations from all countries on the European continent. CEC was founded in 1959 and has offices in Geneva, Brussels and Strasbourg. For information, go to: www.cec-kek.org 

Based in Geneva, Switzerland, the World Council of Churches promotes Christian unity in faith, witness and service for a just and peaceful world. An ecumenical fellowship of churches founded in 1948, today the WCC brings together 348 Protestant, Orthodox, Anglican and other churches representing more than 560 million Christians in over 110 countries, and works cooperatively with the Roman Catholic Church. For information go to: www.wcc-coe.org 
For all statements from the WCC on the Middle East, please go to: 

http://wcc-coe.org/wcc/press_corner/index-e.html
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