August, 2007
As I conclude my time working in the US, I guess it is fitting that my last meal at the airport was a McDonald's double-cheeseburger meal – while reading "YOU on a Diet!"  I satisfied most of my eating cravings that I don't get in Jerusalem – lots of good Chinese, Mexican, Italian with good red sauce.  So once again I have to make a brand new nutrition/exercise start when I get home.  What a surprise…

One of the things I did while home was attend the ELCA Churchwide Assembly and help Bishop Younan with his speech there, etc.  It was quite interesting to see the teamwork necessary to work with Churchwide's recommendation about memorials around Palestine/Israel:  

To note the participation of the ELCA in ecumenical and inter-religious forums where religious extremism is addressed;

To acknowledge the Churchwide Strategy for Engagement in Israel and Palestine, including its call for “increased engagement with conservative Christians and a clearer and more forceful expression of Lutheran theology in the public debate . . .”; and

To call upon the ELCA, in all of its expressions, to recommit itself to the Churchwide Strategy for Engagement in Israel and Palestine through awareness-building, accompaniment, and advocacy activities, including pilgrimage visits, sustained financial support, and other forms of economic stewardship.
Then this amendment was proposed:

To call upon the ELCA to underscore the call for economic initiatives by this church and its members in the Peace Not Walls campaign.

Such initiatives, in consultation with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land, could include purchasing of products from Palestinian providers and exploration of the feasibility of refusing to buy products produced in Israeli settlements.

Also to be explored is the entire investment activity by this church.  
Which then prompted this amendment to be added to the last line above.
Examination of investment would exclude the option of divestiture.

The discussion about all this was begun but then post-poned until the last day of the assembly, where it was all passed by 85% to 15%.  It is important to note several things:

1) it is a very tentative exploration of the feasibility of refusing to purchase goods from the Israeli settlements (as opposed to Israel itself).  These are two very different things.

2) It calls us to seek positive steps to help the Palestinian economy, such as purchasing goods from Palestinian providers or supporting partners like the ELCJHL schools or the ELCJHL/LWF Mt. of Olives Housing project.  

3) It calls us all to engage in developing better theologies that involve the Holy Land and Christian Zionism.  



















