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Heads of Churches gather to celebrate with Bishop Younan and the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Jordan and the Holy Land at the Evangelical Lutheran School in Beit Sahour.
(Photo © Rev. Elizabeth McHan, ELCJHL)

ACT Alliance - Palestine
Forum meets with Bishop
Younan

ELCJHL Synod Celebrates Bishop Younan’s Election to
President of the Lutheran World Federation

PA President Mahmoud
Abbas congratulates
Bishop Younan

BEIT SAHOUR, September 29, 2010 - On Wednesday, September 22, many
gathered at the Evangelical Lutheran School in Beit Sahour in honor of
Bishop Younan’s election to President of the Lutheran World Federation.

Lutheran Educators
Conference Fosters Global The celebration began at the center of the Beit Sahour municipality and made
its way to the grounds of the school. The Scouts of the Shepherd Band from
Connections
New Staff in the Offices of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Beit Sahour led the procession through
the Director of Education the streets, followed by Bishop Younan, flanked by Orthodox, Catholic, and

Armenian church leaders from Jerusalem and the Galilee, the Mayors of

Bishop Younan meets with
Bethlehem, Beit Sahour and Beit Jala, representatives from ELCJHL partner
King Abdullah II of Jordan
New Principal for Talitha
Kumi School

churches, and pastors and lay members of the ELCJHL. The procession
was met at Beit Sahour School by Patriarch Emeritus Michel Sabbah, Former
Latin Patriarch of Jerusalem, Bishop William Shomali, and others.

New Communication
Assistant Installed

Rev. Ibrahim Azar, ELCJHL Synod President, expressed the church’s pride in
their Bishop’s election to this prestigious post, and spoke to Bishop Younan’s
ELCJHL Welcomes New
lifelong commitment to the ELCJHL, to ecumenical work, to interfaith
Group of YAGM Volunteers
dialogue, and peace and justice.
ELCJHL Resources
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ELCJHL Synod Celebrations continued...

Patriarch Emeritus Michel Sabbah, Former Latin
Patriarch of Jerusalem; Mr. Hani Al Hayek, Mayor of
Beit Sahour; and Dr. Sabri Seidam, Representative
of President Mahmoud Abbas, Palestinian Authority
also spoke at the celebration. The Choir and Dabke
Folklore Dance Group from the Evangelical Lutheran
School in Beit Sahour, ELCJHL, performed.
In Bishop Younan’s speech he expressed his
gratitude to the church that “has always been at the
root” of Younan’s ministry and witness, and urged
the Arab Christian communities to be encouraged in
their ongoing witness.
“Our church,” Younan said, “like others in Palestine,
does not take pride in our numbers, belongings, or
property; rather, we take pride in our living witness.
Our strength comes from God, through the witness
of God’s son, Jesus Christ, and by the Holy Spirit
who calls us to recognize the image of God each
and every human being—regardless of gender,
religion, or ethnicity... As President of the Lutheran
World Federation, I will carry with me the message
of our Church and our people, and the message of
Christians and Muslims living together side by side,
so that faith, hope, and love may be planted in the
hearts of the world.”
Many other celebrations have also taken place,
including a reception at the Evangelical Lutheran
Church of the Redeemer as Bishop Younan returned
to Jerusalem, a reception at the Evangelical
Lutheran Church of Hope in Ramallah on September
19th, and an upcoming celebration at the
Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd
in Amman, Jordan on October 2nd.
Photos (top to bottom): Bishop Younan and guests
processing through Beit Sahour; Heads of Churches ;
Bishop Younan and Archbishop Elias Chacour; Patriarch
Emeritus Michel Sabbah greets Bishop Younan; Bishop
Younan receives a gift from the Principal of the Evangelical
Lutheran School in Beit Sahour, Mr. Shawqi Hawwash.
(Photos © Rev. Elizabeth McHan, ELCJHL).
For more pictures from the event, see the October 2010
Calendar in this Newsletter, or visit www.elcjhl.org.
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The Council of Religious Institutions of the
Holy Land Releases Statement in Support
of Israeli-Palestinian Peace Negotiaions
JERUSALEM, September 21, 2010 - The
Council of Religious Institutions of the Holy
Land (CRIHL) met in Jerusalem on Monday,
September 20, and drafted the following
statement which was copied to Senator
Mitchell in support of Israeli-Palestinian peace
negotiations:

September 21, 2010
The Honorable Senator George Mitchell
US Special Envoy to the Middle East
c/o David Hale, Deputy Special Envoy to the Middle East
Dear Senator Mitchell,
The Council of the Religious Institutions of the holy Land
(CRIHL) representing the high official Israeli and Palestinian
religious authorities, welcomes and supports the resumption
of peace negotiations between the Israeli and Palestinian
governments in the spirit of peace, justice and reconciliation.
The CRIHL wishes to thank the US administration for its
ongoing efforts and reiterates the importance of respecting
the religious attachments of the three religions - Jewish,
Christian and Muslim - in the holy land and especially
in Jerusalem. The members of the CRIHL accordingly
encourage all parties to persist in this process and reaffirm
the conviction that it is our shared responsibility to find the
right way to live together in peace.
In accordance with the declaration of the religious leaders
of the CRIHL when hosted in Washington DC, “we urge all
those in positions of leadership involved in the negotiations,
to seek the advice of religious leadership of our respective
communities, especially on issues regarding holy sites
and the holy city of Jerusalem” and “to engage religious
leadership in efforts to prevent religion from being used as
a source of conflict, and instead serve the goals of just and
comprehensive peace and reconciliation.”
Respectfully,
On behalf of the CRIHL,
Rev. Dr. Trond Bakkevig, CRIHL Convener
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The Council
of Religious
Institutions of
the Holy Land
represents the high
religious authorities
of the Holy Land:
the Chief Rabbinate
of Israel, the
Palestinian Ministry
of Religious
Affairs (Waqf), the
Palestinian Sharia
Courts and the
assembly of the
Heads of Churches
of Jerusalem.

A Word from

Bishop Dr. Munib A. Younan
Bring Religion Back to the
Front Lines of Peace
Is religion the problem in the Middle East
conflict? Or can religion be the solution?
JERUSALEM, September 30, 2010 Many people have opted for the former,
observing that so often the negative side
of religion is what is being covered in the
news. Those who attract the cameras are
people we call hardliners--like Pastor Jones
in Florida earlier this month--those who
appear inflexible, and leave no room for
compromise. They are the ones stoking the
flames of the conflict and creating an image
that religion is at the heart of the ongoing
struggle.

people may say about their love of God
or the mandates of their religion, when
their behavior toward others is violent
and destructive, when it causes suffering
among their neighbors, you can be sure
the religion has been corrupted and reform
is desperately needed... Conversely,
when religion remains true to its authentic
sources, it is actively dismantling these
corruptions.”

Is the problem religion or extremism in
religion?
The answer can be found in an early
Christian text: “Those who say, ‘I love God,’
and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars;
for those who do not love a brother or sister
whom they have seen, cannot love God
whom they have not seen” (I John 4:20).
At the heart of Christianity are two
principles: love of God and love of neighbor,
as Jesus himself taught (Matthew 22:37-40).
Yet this was not original with Jesus. It came
right out of the Jewish Torah. Islam teaches
the same.

I see a second problem, hinted at by
Kimball. When mainline Christians,
Muslims, and Jews--and especially their
leaders--remain silent and timid about
these core values, they allow themselves
to be held hostage to the extremists, and
they in a sense are contributing to the
problem.

The problem is not Islam, or Judaism, or
Christianity. The problem is when certain
individuals claim to be speaking for God,
or defending God, and act counter to this
core teaching that love for God shows
itself in respect for the other. We call such
individuals extremists.

So the solution is not to remove religion
from the political discussion. Religion
must play a role as the guardian of the
politicians, as Dietrich Bonhoeffer said, we
as religious leaders need to become more
engaged and to speak out more forcefully
to “dismantle the corruptions” and give a

In his book, When Religion Becomes Evil,
Charles Kimball writes, “Whatever religious
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vision of life together in all its diversity.

current peace negotiations when it
emphasizes love of God showing itself as
love for the other.

I would like to suggest three steps that
we can take, bringing religion back into
the public sphere in a positive way.
Religion must be: prophetic, a catalyst for
reconciliation, and offer peace education.

To live with other religions, cultures,
races, languages and traditions is an art.
But it is an art we must learn, practice
and perfect if we want our children to
be able to live together in peace--with
human rights, dignity, religious freedom,
cultural liberty and justice for all.

There are plenty of examples throughout
history, when religion has turned political
rather than prophetic; when it legitimized
the political power of the day rather than
offering a self-critical prophetic word; when
it remained silent and complicit, rather
than risk losing privileges and status.
The Hebrew prophets are our example in
addressing truth and justice. The situation
in Palestine-Israel today needs prophetic
voices that call for security for Israel and
justice for Palestinians in order to achieve
historic reconciliation.

+Bishop Dr. Munib A. Younan

Bishop Dr. Munib A. Younan has
served as Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Jordan and
the Holy Land (ELCJHL) since his
election in 1998. In July of 2010
Bishop Younan was also elected
President of the Lutheran World
Federation. Before serving as
Bishop of the ELCJHL, Bishop
Younan served as Pastor the
Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Hope in Ramallah (ELCJHL) for
sixteen years. Bishop Younan and
his wife, Suad, are proud parents
of three and grandparents of one.
(Photo: © Erik Cole/LWF).

The late Pope John Paul II held that there
is “No peace without justice, no justice
without forgiveness.” These were not just
empty words. He humbled himself in asking
for forgiveness for past actions of the
Roman Catholic Church against the Jewish
people. We need statesmen and religious
leaders to learn from him, confessing the
sins of the past to enable new beginnings.

This article is part of a special series
about religious leadership and its
role in the Israeli-Arab conflict and
was written for the Common Ground
News Service (CGNews). It is
available online both at the Common
Ground News Website (www.
commongroundnews.org) and at the
Washington Post “On Faith” Blog
(www.washingtonpost.com/onfaith)

Reconciliation is not simply the absence
of hatred. Our people need to learn how to
create a shared vision of common values
and a shared hope for the future.
This is why peace education is crucial.
We can make a start by teaching about
other religions without prejudice and
misrepresentation--just as the Council of
Religious Institutions in the Holy Land has
already begun a project monitoring Israeli
and Palestinian textbooks.

Copyright permission is granted for
this piece if you are interested in
having this article published in your
local newspaper.

Religion can have a positive role in the
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Pastor Fred Strickert and Diaconal
Minister Gloria Strickert Installed to
the English-Speaking Congregation of
Lutheran Church of the Redeemer
JERUSALEM, September 17, 2010 - On Sunday,
September 12, 2010, Pastor Fred Strickert and Diaconal
Minister Gloria Strickert were installed to the EnglishSpeaking Congregation of the Lutheran Church of the
Redeemer in the Old City of Jerusalem. Bishop Younan
preached and presided at the service. Propst Dr. Uwe
Graebe of the German Lutheran Church and Rev. Mark
Brown, chair of the congregational council and ELCA
pastor serving with the Lutheran World Federation (LWF)
in Jerusalem assisted.
Present for the laying on of hands were clergy from the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy
Land, the Church of Sweden, the Church of Scotland,
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland, the Church
of Norway, the Evangelical Church in Germany, the
Presbyterian Church (USA), the United Church of Christ,
the United Church of Canada, The Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) & the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America.
Pastor Fred Strickert, PhD, graduated from ChristSeminary Seminex (LSTC) and received a Ph.D. in Biblical
Studies from the University of Iowa. He was ordained in
Papua New Guinea in 1975 and rostered in the AELC,
ALC, and ELCA. He has taught on the seminary level in
Papua New Guinea and India and taught at Wartburg
College, in Waverly, Iowa, for 24 years. He has led
student travel courses for several decades to the Middle
East, Honduras, and Tanzania. He has also published on
New Testament and Archaeology issues, as well as the
Palestinian struggle including Rachel Weeping: Jews,
Christians, and Muslims at a Fortress Tomb, co-authoring
with Rev. Mitri Raheb, Bethlehem 2000: Past and Present;
and editing Alison Jones Nassar’s Imm Mathilda: A
Bethlehem Mother’s Diary and Bishop Munib Younan’s
Witnessing for Peace: In Jerusalem and the World.
Diaconal Minister Gloria Strickert, is a graduate of
Wartburg Seminary and was consecrated as a Diaconal
Minister in 1996. She has served in Spiritual Care
in hospitals in Waterloo, Iowa, for fifteen years and
previously worked in education ministries in the LCMS
and LCA. She also worked in Papua New Guinea for six
years and spent a year as a Global Mission Volunteer at
Christmas Lutheran Church in Bethlehem.
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Visit the ELCJHL website to learn more
about the ministry of the English-Speaking
Congregation at the Lutheran Church of
the Redeemer at www.elcjhl.org.

It was most definitely a joyful day from
beginning to end! After gathering in
worship to install Pastor Fred and Gloria
(pictures on facing page) the congregation
was invited to share a meal with them at
their house (pictures above and below).

The congregation also recognized the many members who were
beginning service with an Affirmation of Vocation.
In his sermon, Bishop Younan spoke
of the theology of accompaniment
in connection to the EnglishSpeaking Congregation of the
ELCJHL, saying, “We are very proud
that the ELCJHL and the ELCA have
together developed a deep theology
of accompaniment in which we
walk together with love, in faith and
hope that, through the witness of
the other, God is revealing God’s
very self to us... For this reason, we
step out in faith to accompany and
encourage our expatriate brothers
and sisters. So that people who
come from various denominational
backgrounds and cultures can find in this congregation a home,
and here they may experience the love of God reaching out to the
world.”

In closing, Bishop Younan encouraged the congregation to
remember the element of joy in the parables of Luke 15, saying, “I
Facing page (top to bottom): Rev.Fred
believe that each and every worship service must be a time of joy
and Gloria Strickert; Congregational
as we, together as sinners, experience the power of forgiveness
Song, English-Speaking Congregation,
and the strength of God’s love for us. We come here lost like the
Lutheran Church of the Redeemer; Rite
of Installation - Rev. Fred Strickert, Rev.
sheep, and the coin; but we are found by God’s love. We are
Mark Brown, Bishop Dr. Munib A. Younan,
sinners; yet forgiven. This joyful realization must envelop our lives
Propst Uwe Grabe; Musicians at play, Efrat
and send us out from this service empowered by the grace of
Gerlich, Katie Rowald, Rev. Mark Brown,
God. We must go out with joy, proclaiming this love that comes
Rev. Elizabeth McHan; Kyrie, Gloria
from God.”
Strickert. (Photos: © Suzanne Brown)
This page: Food and Fellowship - Daily
Bread in Abundance! (Photos: © Rev.
Elizabeth McHan, ELCJHL)

The ELCJHL rejoices in the new ministry of Pastor Fred and
Gloria Strickert, together with the English-Speaking Congregation
at the Lutheran Church of the Redeemer, ELCJHL.

7

WCC General Secretary
Rev. Olav Fykse Tveit
Meets with Bishop Younan
JERUSALEM, August 31, 2010 - It was
with great joy that The Rev. Dr. Munib
A. Younan, Bishop of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Jordan and the
Holy Land (ELCJHL) received the World
Council of Churches (WCC) delegation led
by WCC general secretary Rev. Dr. Olav
Fykse Tveit on Monday, August 30, 2010.
Younan congratulated Tveit on his first
year in office as General Secretary of the
WCC, and shared his “high hopes” in the
WCC under Tveit’s leadership. Younan
thanked Tveit for the WCC’s work for the
ecumenical movement, and expressed
the need for increasing ecumenism for the
sake of the world stating, “it is our duty to
work together.”

Photo: WCC General Secretary Rev.
Olav Fykse Tveit and Bishop Dr. Munib
A. Younan shake hands during their
August 31st meeting. (Photo © Rev.
Elizabeth McHan, ELCJHL)

Tveit thanked Younan for the warm
welcome and offered his sincere
congratulations on Younan’s election
to President of the Lutheran World
Federation. Tveit acknowledged Bishop
Younan’s significant role within both the
Palestinian churches and the Palestinian
community and recognized the
importance of the ministry of the ELCJHL.

On the WCC Delegation’s Visit:
“The purpose of this visit is to support the
churches in the region and to encourage all
actors involved to make needed changes to
the situation there,” Tveit said prior to the
visit.
The WCC delegation spent time visiting
with WCC member churches, ecumenical
partners and leaders from Jewish and
Muslim communities as wella s WCC partner
agencies and political leaders.

Tveit also thanked the ELCJHL for their
support and attention to the WCC and
stated the importance of the relations
between the WCC and Palestinian
Christians.

“We want to reaffirm that the WCC as
a fellowship of churches is working and
praying for peace and justice for all people
in the Holy Land,” Tveit said. “The conflict
in the region requires a political solution.
All religious institutions and communities
should work together for a just peace. This
is essential for a reconciliation and healing
process.”

Other topics discussed included
hopes for the upcoming peace talks,
the application of the ELCJHL for
membership in the WCC, and WCCsponsored programs in the Middle
East including the Eccumenical
Accompaniment Program in Palestine and
Israel (EAPPI), the Jerusalem Interchurch
Centre (JIC), and the Palestine Israel
Ecumenical Forum (PIEF).

To learn more about the August 28th to
September 2nd visit of the World Council of
Churches delegation, visit the WCC website
at www.oikoumene.org
(WCC News Release, September 28, 2010)
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It was a joyous day of celebration as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land and many
local Heads of Churches gathered at the Evangelical Lutheran School in Beit Sahour to officially congratulate
Bishop Younan on his July 24, 2010 election to Present of the Lutheran World Federation. Performances included singing and traditional Dabke dancing by students from Beit Sahour.
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Saturday

The 2010-2011 school year is off and running for the four schools of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Land, with students eager to learn and to
grow! These pictures were taken at Dar al-Kalima Evangelical Lutheran School in
Bethlehem and Talitha Kumi Evangelical Lutheran School in Beit Jala in early September. Please remember the students, teachers, and administrators of the ELCJHL
Schools in prayer throughout the upcoming year.
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Marking Milestones

Wedding of Andrea Younan and
Natalie El-Far
On Saturday, August 28, 2010, Andrea
Younan and Natalie Younan (née ElFar) were married at the Church of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of
the Ascension at the Lutheran World
Federation, Jerusalem Campus.
Andrea Younan, son of Bishop Munib and
Suad Younan, grew up in Ramallah and
Jerusalem. Natalie Younan, daughter of
Shabeeb and Doris El-Far, grew up in Haifa.
Andrea is a computer engineer working in
Nazareth, and Natalie is a teacher in Haifa.
The new couple will reside in Haifa.

Bishop Younan Celebrates 60 Years!
On Sunday, September 19th, close friends and family gathered at
Bishop Younan’s home to celebrate his 60th Birthday. It was an
evening of great rejoicing with food and fellowship with greetings
from around the world.
Rev. Fred Strickert announced the forthcoming publication of a
collection of Bishop Younan’s essays and sermon to mark of this
event.
Bishop Younan wishes to thank all who sent greetings.
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Photos: (above) Bishop
Younan presents a Bible to
his son, Andrea Younan, and
new daughter-in-law, Natalie
Younan (née El-Far) on the
occasion of their wedding
on August 28, 2010. (below
from left to right) A delicious
meal; Bishop Younan receives
painting from ELCJHL Synod
Staff; Guests gather in
celebration; Bishop Younan
and his wife, Suad, with their
granddaugheter, Katarina.

ACT Alliance - Palestine
Forum Congratulates
Bishop Younan
JERUSALEM, September 17, 2010 On September 9th, the ACT Alliance Palestine Forum met with Bishop Younan
and formally congratulated him on his
election as President of the Lutheran
World Federation (LWF).
Present in the delegation were Dr. George
Malki, International Orthodox Christian
Charities (IOCC); George Stephan,
Middle East Council of Churches-DSPR
(MECC/DSPR); Dr. Tawfiq Nasser, the
Lutheran World Federation (LWF); Rev.
Rolf Pearson (ELCJHL), Samuel Martin,
DanChurchAid (DCA); George Awad,
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy
Land (ELCJHL); The Rev. Mark Brown (LWF); Tala
Dawani (DSPR); Gregory Manzuk (IOCC); Dr. Bernard
Sabella (DSPR); Bishop Dr. Munib A. Younan (ELCJHL);
Liv Steimoeggen, Norwegian Church Aid (NCA); and
Mads Lindegård (DCA).
The group discussed the cooperative work of ACT
members in Jerusalem and the Occupied Palestinian
Territories. The delegation also asked Bishop Younan,
in his new role as President of the LWF, to speak out, in
particular, on the importance of a shared Jerusalem.
The Lutheran World Federation (LWF) is a founding
member of ACT (Action by Churches Together), and welcomed
the creation of ACT Alliance, a merger of ACT International and
ACT Development in March of 2010. The Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Jordan and the Holy Land (ELCJHL) is an active
member of the ACT Alliance - Palestine Forum.

Photos: (top to bottom)
Bishop Younan with the
ACT Alliance - Palestine
Forum (Photo: © Rev.
Elizabeth McHan, ELCJHL);
Bishop Younan and PA
President Mahmoud Abbas
shake hands. (Photo: ©
Rev. Mark Brown, LWF
Jerusalem).

ACT Alliance is composed of more than 100 organizations
working in long-term development and humanitarian assistance
in more than 130 countries. Within Israel and the Occupied
Palestinian Territories of Gaza and the West Bank, ACT
describes its work as supporting many projects, including health care facilities and
vocational training, as well as providing food supplements, medicines, cash for food
and cash for work programs, and psychological assistance (ACT Alliance, Occupied
Palestinian Territories). For more information about ACT Alliance, its members, and its
work, please visit www.actalliance.org.
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Palestinian Authority President
Mahmoud Abbas Congratulates New
Lutheran Federation President
JERUSALEM, 26 August 2010—Palestinian
Authority (PA) President Mahmoud Abbas
expressed to Bishop Dr. Munib A. Younan
his sincere joy and satisfaction upon
receiving the news of the Bishop’s election
as the Lutheran World Federation (LWF)
President at the recent LWF assembly
held in Stuttgart, Germany, in late July.
PA President Abbas also emphasized
repeatedly his solid support of the Bishop
in his new role as the LWF President.

The President emphasized the major
role Bishop Younan will play as the LWF
President in offering encouragement and
direction in the upcoming peace talks, and
reiterated the importance of the church as
a promoter of moderation in the region.
Mr. Ziad Bandak, Advisor to the President
on Christian Affairs, highlighted the positive
political and economic role the Lutheran
Church plays in all the areas where it
serves.

The PA President and Bishop Younan met
on Thursday, August 19, 2010, at the Office
of the President in the West Bank city of
Ramallah.

Bishop Younan informed the President
of the official position of the LWF on the
Palestinian-Israeli conflict. The LWF calls
for a two state solution based on the 1967
borders where the Palestinians and Israelis
are living side by side in peace, justice
and reconciliation, a halt to settlement
activities, the sharing of Jerusalem as a
capital for two states, a political solution
for the refugees, and a sharing of natural
resources. The PA President was highly
supportive in its position on final status
issues of the conflict.

Representatives in the delegation were The
Right Rev. Dr. Munib A. Younan, Bishop of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan
and the Holy Land (ELCJHL) and LWF
President; The Rev. Ibrahim Azar, Pastor
of the Church of the Redeemer Arabic
Congregation and President of the ELCJHL
Synod; Dr. Tawfiq Nasser, Chief Executive
Officer of Augusta Victoria Hospital;
and The Rev. Mark Brown, Regional
Representative, LWF Jerusalem.

The PA President, Bishop Younan, and the
delegation also discussed the programs
of the LWF and the ELCJHL in Jerusalem,
including the vital role of the Augusta
Victoria Hospital, the importance of the
Mount of Olives Housing Project, and
plans of the ELCJHL to develop within
Jerusalem’s Old City a school of nursing
with a specialization in gerontology.

Palestinian Authority representatives
present were PA President Mahmoud
Abbas; Dr. Mahmoud Habash, Minister
of Awqaf and Religious Affairs; Dr. Saeb
Erekat, Head of the PLO’s Negotiations
Affairs Department; and Mr. Ziad Bandak,
Advisor to the President on Christian
Affairs.

President Abbas ended the meeting by
affirming the role of Bishop Younan as
an exemplary ambassador for peace,
justice and moderation, and expressed full
confidence in the Bishop to represent the
whole of the Palestinian people, Muslims
and Christians alike, in his person as he
travels through the LWF fields of operation
and elsewhere in the world.

Discussions focused on the constituency
of the LWF, highlighting growing Lutheran
communities in Asia and Africa; the
significance of the recent LWF elections;
and the importance of an Arab-Palestinian
Christian holding the position of President
of the LWF.
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Lutheran Educators Conference
Fosters Global Connections

BETHLEHEM, October 1, 2010 - From
September 25 to October 4, more than
65 teachers and principals from Australia,
USA, Hong Kong, South Africa, Indonesia,
Canada, and Papua New Guinea converged
at the International Center in Bethlehem for
the Lutheran Educators Conference.
In partnership with the Diyar Consortium,
and together with teachers and
administrators of the ELCJHL schools,
they explored the theme of “The Lutheran
School: Communicating Hope, Vision and
Leadership in Challenging Contexts.”
Participants visited schools, exchanged
success stories, toured the Holy Land, and
enjoyed an evening of Palestinian culture
featuring the Dar al-Kalima Choir and the
Dabke dance troupe of the Evangelical
Lutheran School in Beit Sahour.
Sessions at Dar Annadwa in Bethlehem
included keynote presentations from
Bishop Dr. Munib A. Younan, Bishop of
the ELCJHL; Dr. Charlie Haddad, Director
of Education for ELCJHL Educational
Ministries; and Rev. Mitri Raheb, Pastor of
the Evangelical Lutheran Christmas Church
in Bethlehem, ELCJHL.

Photos (top to bottom): Educators
from around the world exchange ideas
and stories; Dabke Dance troupe from
Evangelical Lutheran School in Beit
Sahour dances; Dr. Charlie Haddad,
Director of Education for ELCJHL,
converses with conference participants;
and Ms. Elizabeth Ballout, English teacher
at Dar al-Kalima Evangelical Lutheran
School in Bethlehem. (Photos © Rev.
Elizabeth McHan, ELCJHL)
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Bishop Younan
Meets with King
Abdullah II of Jordan

New Staff in the Offices of the
Director of Education

This year the Offices of the Director of
Education, ELCJHL welcomes three
new staff. This staffing arrangement will
enable the Director of Education Offices to
better support and resource the schools
as they strive to achieve their strategic
goals and provide excellent education to
students of diverse economic and religious
backgrounds.
Mr. Salameh Bishara has
moved from the Evangelical
Lutheran School in Beit
Sahour, where he served
as Principal, to a new
position in the DEO as
Resource and Curriculum
Development Officer and
Programs/Projects/Activities
Coordinator.

Rev. Emily Goldthwaite
Fries, a pastor with the
United Church of Christ,
has 17 years of experience
caretaking and designing
programs for children. She
has worked in parish ministry,
with a homeless shelter
and children’s care centers.
Emily is serving as Volunteer
Assistant to the ELCJHL
Director of Education this
year while her husband, Tim,
completes a year of biblical
archeology study in Jerusalem.

King Abdullah II and Bishop
Dr. Munib A. Younan shake
hands. (Photo: © ELCJHL)

On September 7, 2010,
Bishop Younan traveled
to Amman, Jordan at
the invitation of King
Abdullah II of the
Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan.

Photos: (above)
Mr. Salameh
Bishara. (below) Ms.
Georgette Rabadi
and Rev. Emily
Goldthwaite Fries
(Photos: © ELCJHL)

Ms. Georgette Rabadi
is serving in the newlyrestructured position of
Educational Development
and Liason Officer.
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King Abdullah II invited
50 dignitaries from
Jerusalem, both Muslim
and Christian, to meet
together with him and
to discuss the future of
Jerusalem and the issue
of the emigration of
Christians from the Holy
Land.

Rolf Lindemann Installed as Principal
of Talitha Kumi Evangelical Lutheran
School in Beit Jala
BEIT JALA, September 9, 2010 - On September
4th, Rolf Lindemann was installed as the new
Principal of Talitha Kumi School in Beit Jala.
Many were gathered to welcome Rolf and his
wife, Gundula, in worship and in fellowship, in
songs and in words. Bishop Younan presided
and preached at the service.
Welcome Rolf & Gundula!
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Photos: (top row) Rolf
Lindemann, Principal
of Talitha Kumi, and Dr.
Charlie Haddad, Director of
Education (ELCJHL); Talitha
Kumi Orchestra; Talitha Kumi
Student. (middle row) Talitha
Kumi Choir; the Laying on
of Hands in Installation;
Talitha Kumi Brass Choir.
(bottom row) Rolf & Gundula
Lindemann; Bishop Dr.
Munib A. Younan; & Guests.
(Photos: © Rev. Elizabeth
McHan, ELCJHL)

New Faces in New Places

we welcome those who begin service this year in the ELCJHL

Pastor Elly McHan, a 2010 graduate of Wartburg
Seminary, was ordained on August 15, 2010, and
began her call with the ELCJHL at the end of August.
Elly served her internship year at the American
Lutheran Congregation in Oslo, Norway as an ELCA
GLobal Mission Horizon International Intern, and has
worked with congregations in USA, Canada, and
Austria. A classical violinist and experienced global
traveler, Elly will bring into this work a high level of
skill regarding new media, including web-based
communications strategies.

(Photo: ©Heather Sysimaki,
Life Shots Photography)

ELCJHL Communication Assistant
Rev. Elizabeth (Elly) McHan

2010-2011
YAGMs: (back
row) David
Kingsborough,
Janelle Neubauer,
Luke Paquin;
(front row) Trena
Montgomery,
Sarah Bolick,
Abby Farrand.
(Photo ©
Susanne Brown)
Not pictured:
Martin & Suzanne
Shoffner, ELCAGM Country
Coordinators
for YAGM &
Holy Land Trips
Jerusalem/West
Bank.

ELCJHL Welcomes New 2010-2011 YAGMs
The ELCJHL is excited to welcome its new Young Adult in Global Mission Volunteers!
The YAGM program in in its third year of partnership with the ELCJHL. Each year six
young adults come to walk and serve with the congregations, schools, and ministries of the
ELCJHL.
This program is in partnership with the ELCA. To learn more, visit www.elca.org/yagm.
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ELCJHL Resources
Witnessing for Peace: In Jerusalem and the World
Munib A. Younan
A leader in Palestinian Christianity and an outspoken
advocate of nonviolence and of Palestinian rights, Bishop
Munib Younan has spent his life pastoring Palestinian
Christians and searching for nonviolent solutions in this
complex and volatile religious and political scene. He presents
the historical and social context of the Palestinian situation
and then elaborates his own theology of nonviolence,
centered in a call to justice, inclusion, and forgiveness.

Bethlehem Beseiged:
Stories of Hope in Times of
Trouble
Mitri Raheb
Mitri Raheb presents a powerful
collection of compelling
personal stories of desperation
and hope in the midst of lethal
conflict, bringing the Palestinian/
Israeli conflict up close and
personal. His passionate
personal testimony lifts up the
stray gesture toward friendship, the brave attempts to
rebuild life and livelihood in a destroyed land, and the
unquenchable desire for justice and peace.

I Am a Palestinian
Christian: God and
Politics in the Holy Land, a
Personal Testimony
Mitri Raheb
Mitri Raheb explores the recent
history of the Palestinian
Christians and the complex
meeting of the world’s three
major monotheistic religions.
His book situates the continuing
plight of Palestinians in the
unique history of the Palestinian
Christians, the national and regional struggles since
World War II, and the rich yet complex juncture of the
world’s three major monotheistic religions.

Water from the Rock:
Lutheran Voices from
Palestine
Ann E. Hafften

Water from the Rock provides
articles, commentary, and stories
from prominent Lutherans
living in the strife-torn land of
Palestine. Hafften and an all-star
cast of contributors explore what
it means to be a faithful witness
to the gospel in the midst of
ongoing religious and social conflict. Listen here for
voices of hope and justice.

Rachel Weeping: Jews,
Christians, and Muslims at
the Fortress Tomb
Fred Strickert
Rachel’s story is one of the great
dramas of the Old Testament. In
Rachel Weeping, Fred Strickert
takes the reader on a journey
into the nature and significance
of Rachel’s story and the story
of her tomb. With meticulous
scholarship and a clear sense of
how the monument fits into the
current history of the Middle East, Strickert tells the
story of Rachel, the woman on the way.
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