Rev. Jadallah M. Shihadeh <shihadeh@luthchurch.com>
The Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Reformation, Beit Jala, Palestine

Nov. 5, 2008
Dear friends, sisters and brothers,

Greetings to all of you in the name of the Lord!

Oct. 30, 2008, was a great and memorable day and a mile stone of history. We at Beit Jala, Palestine, celebrated, as you know, the 125th jubilee of our parish and, at the same time, the 5th anniversary of Beit Ibrahim (“Abraham’s house”). 
A service took place from 3 to 5 p.m. Crowds of our friends from Christian, Muslim and Jewish communities joined for the service as “children of Abraham”. Many people attending the service witnessed that the children of Abraham have not just come together, but also have faithfully prayed to Almighty God Father. Strong addresses were presented by Rabbi Erich Ashermann, Sheikh Mahmoud Fararja, Imam Issa Maale and Rev. Samer Azar, from Amman, Jordan, who all also joined praying for peace and the decay of the wall between Israel and Palestine. In addition, a woman from Israel has addressed the church community in her mother tongue. 
Bishop Maria Jepsen from Hamburg, Germany, preached about the Apostle Paul’s address to the Philippians, Ch. 2:3-13. Rev. Ibrahim Azar, president of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Jordan and the Holy Lands, addressed the gathering by reading a letter from Bishop Munib A. Younan. Musical performances were presented by Professor Dr. Michael Grube, a world-renowned violinist from Ecuador; by the Beit Ibrahim choir; and Massim Alatrasch and Mrs. Colleg. Several messages of appreciation and thanks were read by distinguished guests. Many attendees and guests noted that the children of Abraham from different religions were brought together by the church service.

After the service, people moved to the separation wall, holding candles and singing songs. Many more people joined the peace march. Young people carried banners with the prophet Micah’s message, “They shall beat their swords into plowshares, And their spears into pruning hooks” (Micah 4:3). The message was given in four languages, Arabic, Hebrew, English and German. In all, an estimated 3,000 people attended the peace march, all the people singing and praying to Father God, carrying only candles in their hands. Kneeing at the 8 m (25 ft) high wall, Bishop Maria Jepsen, Pastor Dr. Albrecht Schroeter (first mayor of Jena, Germany), and Rev. Jadallah Shihadeh prayed for the decay of the wall as well as for peace and reconciliation between Israel and Palestine, quoting Psalm 18:30: “With my Lord I can jump over walls.”

Many newspaper and T.V. companies in Palestine and Israel as well as in neighboring Arabic countries reported about the peace walk, which was initiated by Beit Ibrahim. In fact, the peace work carried out between Christians, Muslims and Jews is getting more and more attention, not only in Europe, but also in Israel and Palestine. 


Evidently, march participants felt that the spirit and message of peace not only touched the people’s hearts in Palestine, but also in Israel and the Arabic countries. Through the spirit of praying, all participants had deepest blessings and sentiments of peace, yet no any signs neither of hate nor contempt were shown. For the first time ever, a walk to the wall was a mere devotion of peace. We all are thankful to Father God for his shelter, his wisdom and his guidance. He only can make the miracle possible – that the wall may decay and that both Israel and Palestine will live peacefully and in full harmony. 

All the participants witnessed that was a peaceful march and that the children of Abraham joined hands for peace. For all of us at Beit Ibrahim, the peace march has tested our faith in our motto: “The luck of one people depends on the luck of the other. The blessing of one people depends on the blessing of the other.” There is no doubt that the peace march was a great step forward toward peace and reconciliation.
Delegates to the jubilee and peace march were invited by His Excellency Mahmoud Abbas, president of Palestine, for a briefing in Ramallah on Nov. 1, 2008. The Chief of the President’s Office welcomed all delegates and expressed the government’s strong desire for peace and reconciliation. The meeting was also a unique opportunity to inform the political authorities about next year’s peace event under preparation. Prior to the meeting a wreath was laid on the tomb of Yassir Arafat. 


Please, cooperate with us at Beit Ibrahim and circulate this letter to your friends. Do inform them about our peace activities in Beit Jala. And let me know if you need any further information. I will be pleased to reply to you.

Future activities
Now I want to inform you about our next peace activity. We are planning a mass meeting for peace on July 4-11, 2009. The slogan of the event is the prophet Micah’s message 4:3: “They shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks.” We hope it will be attended by more than 20,000 people from all over the. We look forward to having big crowds of participants from Europe and the U.S., as well as Israel and Palestine, bringing together Christians, Muslims and Jews. They will all be accommodated in and around Bethlehem. 
The meeting will include a mass rally at Khader Stadium on July 9. We have already started the preparations for the big event, having intense talks with our friends in Palestine and Israel. Please, pray for us! I shall keep you informed about the ongoing preparations and next steps.

God bless you all.

Sincerely, 

Yours truly,

Rev. Jadallah Shihadeh <shihade@luthchurch.com>
