Word of Greeting, 18.05.2009

Dear friends and partners,

On behalf of the German-speaking Protestant ministries in this country, I would like to extend my warmest greetings and sincere congratulations to our Lutheran partner church, the ELCJHL. 

It was my predecessor, Propst Weigelt, who in December 1958 wholeheartedly embraced and supported the aspirations for an indigenous Palestinian Lutheran church, by sending the request for the recognition of the ELCJ synod to the King of Jordan. And it was again my predecessor, Propst Glatte, who in 1979 wholeheartedly supported the full independence of the ELCJ from our German church and from the German propst, through the creation of its own bishopric. Today, I am proud to stand in a line with my predecessors of 1959 and 1979, congratulating you for what you have achieved.
The late 1970s were the time when many church-mission field relations were transformed into church-to-church relations. It was also the time when contextual theologies started to spread all over the world – and in Palestine as well. The basic document for a contextual Palestinian theology, published by the Al-Liqa’ center in 1987, clearly outlines how the “diversity of circumstances” leads to different forms of “incarnation” of the general theological thought into its respective local contexts. 

It took some time to realize that the context of the German Evangelical church in Jerusalem and the context of the Palestinian Lutheran church, even though living brotherly at the same place and sharing the same facilities, was a different one. However, through our partnership agreement of 2007, we have found a framework to live side by side as partners, within our own respective church structures and with our own respective leadership, while supporting each other as two churches who share this one incredible love for Jerusalem, for the Holy Land and its people, and who strive side by side for a better future, for justice and peace in this country. On behalf of your sister church, I wish you God’s abundant blessings for your living witness in this country.
Best regards, 
Dr. Uwe Graebe, Propst

c/o Church of the Redeemer

Muristan Road 
P.O.B. 14076, 91140 
Jerusalem - Old City
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