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News from the Jangellcal Lutheran Church in Jordan and tf

Salaam and grace to you from Jerusalem, City of Peace My-June 2009

P raise the Lord! Praise God in his sanctuary; praise him in his mighty firmament!
Praise him for his mighty deeds; praise him according to his surpassing greatness! Praise hi
trumpet sound; praise him with lute and harp! Praise him with tambouringsiad dance; praise |
strings and pipe! Praise him with clanging cymbals; praise him with IouéO@Pa%ﬁlY?QGQT ¥bals!

everything that breathes praise the Lord! Rraisedhe Lord! . oo -oraduations

« Sr. Sylvia says good-
- - . . . b
Anniversary celebrations !lled with music, praise Breno
2 ) ) , . pcomments on
The cravds did indeed prais&od with tambou-  “But at the same timeae want to ak our people to pope visit

rines and pipes- bagpipes,to be eact —as tley continue in this line bseving, because being loyal
marked three milestones in thédid the ELCJHL to our Christiarwitness ow Christian call and ap-
recently.The days bMay 16-17,2009, were lled ostolic vocationis in cantinuity with Christs call at
with festive gatheringspaades dances exhibits, the ascensigriGo to thewholeworld.”
speechedinners and more. The days around the celebratiawere unusually
The celebrationsvere a morale boogor church hecticfor the ELCJHL. caoming as they did on the
members andfor Arab Palestinian Christianity heels 6 the international partners meeting and co-
BishopMunibA. Younan saidFurther the response inciding with the trip d Pope BenedicXVI to the

* Vicar visits Thailand

by otheravas & rming. area.
“Wewere thakful that local and international soci-

“We are very happyfter the visit 6 the popeto

ety could appreciate theork of this church and tell shaw that there is avitnessing evangelical LutheranCalendar:

us ‘Go forward inwhat you are doing he said.

Past generationavere honored throughout thecommunity inPalestinelsrae] Jadan and thévid-

events. dle Eas{’ Younan said.

“We are thakful for thosewho worked bédore us

For full coverage and photo$ amiversary activi-

community that is an integral part the Christian * June6: Organ recital,

Redeemer
Junel3: “Sounding
Jerusalem” concert,

and handed us/hat they have receivgdYounan ties see ourweb site at httg/www.elghl.org/Anni- Redeemer

said. versary default.aspX + June20: Choir
concert, Redeemer, 8

ELCJHL schools award diplomas to 123 young people p.m. _

In a year 8 | - S iny gradua- * June2s: “Sounding
of ELCJHL [‘ tion gowns Jerusalem” concert,
milestones | accepted Redeemer, 7:30 p.m.
its graduat- congratula- * July18: Lior Eitan
ing women | tions and concert, Redeemer, 8
and men | diplomas  P-M.
maked a from school ° Aug. fFissein!
milestone 6 and church  Arabic music concertrt,
their  own. leaders. Redeemer, § p.m.
Cheered on g Inaddition * Aug. 22, School
by family to musical  opens, Ramallah
and friends selections * Aug.24, School
123 young § poems dab- opens, West Bank
people grad- | kha dances
uated from and the oc-

ELCJHL's ' casional

four  high : - firework,

schools INAPPY DAYS Graduates of Talitha Kumi School in Beit Jala smile after the gradua-
tossing roses into the air during their graduation ceremony. .

May. The re- tion ceremo-

ality of the occupationfPalestinian landfaded into niesfeatured the customary speecfresn adminis-

the bakground as these young pegpléth their ob- trators and students.

vious enthusiaspspectacularly cdfed hair and sat-

Please see Graduation, Page 2
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“May our class reunite

in 10 years time in a
free Palestine.”

— ShireenNabil Atique

KINDERGARTEN
GRADUATES enjoyed
performing the “chick-
en dance” at their
graduation celebration
on May 30. The smiles
on the parents’ faces
indicated they enjoyed
it, too.
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Your commentscritiques
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Graduation, from p. 1 what they had contributed to her educatioar al-

“To make an end is to nk@ a beginning Hanan Kalima graduate ShireeMabil Atique said “Look
Hodaly said at heMay 31 graduation ceremony Out herewe come into the reaforld!” She and eight
from TalithaKumi School in Beit Jala. She said shéther graduates nied the occasiowith aMay 22
and he7 classmates relied on each ofteewell as  ceremony at thénternational Centerfdethlehem.
parents and teachets reach this mileston¢Even- She voiced the hopes many when she closed her
tually we managed to overcome every obstacle théfteech sayingMay our class reunite ii0 years
we faced” she said.“For all  this we are deeply time in afreePalestine’
grateul.” That statementas echoed by Lutheran Schobl o

QuotingU.S. humorisMark Twain, SteimaNader Beit Sahour graduatdinarAl-Taweel who said she
Jamal said Courage is resistancefiear mastery ¢ and hei37 classmatesvould work hard “to save our
fear— nat absence fofear” to the crovd assembled country Palestin€’ Itis hard to say good-bye tour
for graduation at the Lutheran SchobHope inRa- second home she said at thelay 23 ceremony.
mallah orMay 21. She urged h&7 classmates to be ELCJHL Director d SchoolsDr. Charlie Haddad
courageous arftthase the dreams you have. told graduates at one school three stories that under

After thaking eachfaculty and st pesonfor score animportantfi lessor-to be hapy, dowhat
you erjoy and mées youfeel proud. He encouraged

-1|- 3 :AE
\ ._g_.; e meeen students td&eep movingorward and to vie failure
& - Ka - as something that strengthens them.

At another schophe erouraged graduates to be
responsiblefor their avn learning.At another he
encouraged them to listen to theinro hearts and
minds and to not be dictated to tamily and tradi-
tion. All these ideashe s, are inkeepingwith the
philosophy & ELCJHL schools to help studentsid
and improve theirlglls and abilities.

At one graduation ceremgn¥LCJHL Bishop
MunibA. Younan retold a conversation he had had.
A young man dsed himwhy he should stay iRal-
estine and listed his grievancé&®u are right the
bishop said. Butfiyou leave whowill build justice
the bishop deed him.Another girl aked him about
the religious signicance d the recent bombardment
of Gaza.We should not turn oyust political cause
into a religiouswar, he tdd her, or rdigion will be
used as a tool to f#end irjustice. He wyed graduates
and audience memberslaito stand rm in Pales-
tinefor justice.X

Schools build facilities while students build language skills

Construction is moving along awé o the four dentsfor their studythe Lutheran schools hosted
Lutheran schools in thé/est Bak. Although ris- two language competitions recently at the Evangeli-
ing construction costs and the troubled internationedl Lutheran School in Beit Sahour.
economy have delayed the buildesshedule the At both eventsdirector d educationDr. Charlie
seconde oor sdence labs abar Al-Kalima School Haddadvelcomed those present andlspd the im-
in Bethlehemwill soon be readyor nd equipment portance blearning other languages as esserfitial
andfurnishings. Thehree spacious and bright physfurther studytravel researchard vocational needs.
ics, biology and chemistry labs are magtélcome On March B, the German government sponsored

tl ter years bwaiting. The rg « oor administrative their annual reading competitiomhich included

of ces atDarAl-Kalima still require fundingfor in-  about 200 area studentswarious gradesOn April
ternal nishing equipment andfurniture. Work at 1, the rs-ever English competition involve@rade
the Evangelical Lutheran School in Beit Sahour hd® studentsfrom thefour Lutheran Schoolsnine
added a thirc oor for labs andwo needed class- ndists, sdected in a rg-round competition held
rooms. Thisschool also needs additiorfaindsfor in their classroomsdemonstrated their praiency
nishing the internalvork ard purchasing quip- both in short prepared speeches and impromptu oral
ment andurniture. readings as independgntiges raked their presen-
Palestinians recogré the importancefdearning tations.
other languagedn the Lutheran schogl€nglish Dr. Charlie complimented all the students and
instruction begins irGradel ard German starts in teacherdor their hardwork ard tharked Sr Sylvia
Grade3. As oneway to ravard and encourage stu-for organzing the eventX
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Celebrating 30, 50 and 170 years

ELCJHL partners offer aflrmations, gifts at anniversary dinner

Amidst the celebrationfoseveral ELCJHLan  World Federation hospital in East Jerusalem.
niversaries at May 18 dinnet Rev. Inken Wohl- Representing the ganiation that brought the
brand commented on the anniversaffy asother evangelical tradition to th#iddle EastDr. Hans-
event she deemed a miraclaventy years ago the Jirgen Abromeit saig “We aswestern Christians
world watched in ameement as the Berlinall received so mucfrom this land ard sowere duty-
came dwn. Spe&ing at a dinner celebrating a triobound to give bdc Abromeit is the president ¢the
of ELCJHL anniversariesWohlbrands comment JerusalemsveriefiJerusalem Societ); theGerman
served as a remindef [sraels separatiomvall, just mission societyvhose predecessorganizations be-

a kilometer and a hafrom the dinnes Bethlehem gan thework that eventually led to thiormation &

venuelt was a somber moment in the othisefes- the ELCJHL. w ;
tive occasionmaked by congratulationspeeches The ELCJHLard the ELQA are“walking compan- ti\;\/:se:zgzisvt:crjnsg?;ﬁch
and deliciougood. ions” Rev. Rafael MalpicaPadilla said ard invited from this land:

Rev. Hans-Ek Nordin provided another highlight the audience tédream together one more time the
when he presentedftg from his Svedish diocesefo dream & God since creatidn— that d creation be-
Strangnés. Nordin spde d coming to the Holy Land ing one.
as a young man in search@od. He didit ndGod Dr. Uwe Grébe andRev. JensNieper brought
in the land he s&d, but hefoundGod in the people greetingsfrom the oldest and the younggsirtners
he met herewith that hewrapped ELCJHIBishop of the ELCJHL.Grébe said the relationship lbeten
Munib Younan in a thik blarket and told him he the ELCJHLard his German-language ministry is
could use itwhen he brought his pastors and thewne d living “side by side as partners for a better
families to Sténgrés, at the Svedish diocesésx- future for justice and peace in this countryrre-
pense. senting the ELCJHIwith a hand-criied miniature

Among other spéars congratulating the ELCIJHLwindow, Nieper said the ELCJHIs “a window of
wasDr. Ra g Husseinj who expressed his desire tohopefor the people in this country and tverld.”
keepPalestinian Christians the “living stones —in ArchbishopAris Shirvian Ikened the ELCJHIto
Palestine. Therimarily Lutheran audienceas de- a babywho has gravn up and tken on adult respon-
lighted to learn bHusseinis long connection to Lu- sibilities, citing its leadership role in ecumenical and
theranism- the PalestinianAuthority chid of staff interfaith initiatives such as the CouncilReligious
was born af\ugusta \tctoria Hospital the Lutheran Institutions in the Holy LandX

— Dr. Hans-Jirgen
Abromeit

ELCJHL partners come together in Bethlehem for annual meeting

The ELCJHLtraces its cial relationshipswith operation beteen the ships.In the photo be-
origins to European Lu- many Lutheran churchesELCJHL ard Overseas low, representatives fo
theranswvho came to the around theworld. Each Partners or COCOP these partner churches
Holy Land to serve and year these international— gaherfor meetings to paused in their daysfo
educate its peopleFor partners — cdlectively review all aspects bthe meetings to poséor a
more than30 yearsthe known as the Coordina- ELCJHL mission and photo at thdnternation-
ELCJHL has had spe- tion Committeefor Co- to discuss their partner al Center &Bethlehem.

' = ] - At the meeting pat-

ners heard reportsom
all of the ELCJHLs con-
gregations the school
director the nav wom- Future COCO P
enis dek coordinatoy dates:
the nance department ¢ 2010: May 4-7
and from the partners * 2011: May 10-12
themselves.

This yeay in adlition
to the usual agenda
partners also attended
eventsfor the ELCJHL
anniversaries.

A list d the ELCJHLs
COCOP patners can be
found on oumwebsite at
http://www.elchl.org/
partnergcocop.asp.X
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Education assistant concludes four years of service

A personal letter fromrSSylvia Countess, Assistant to the Director of Education, ELCJIH

Dear friends:

I will remembr my four yeardiere withthe stools ard educational pograms of he

Evangelical Lutheran Churcim Jordan ard the Holy Land wittthanks ard gratitude. \t has

been arhonor to live ard work withmy Paestinian Chistian ard Muslim colleaues axl
to dhare brieeyin their lives astiey strggle withcourage ard steadastness for normalcy
during an unjust and unrelenting occupation.

Thankyau all for the sipport youhave gien 1o he Lutteran stools in he West Banknd
to melt has teen encourging to se he gowinglist of irdividuals, goups,and congrega-
tions who have becomeaup of the dhallenges am hoges of be educational ministry oftie

ELCJHL. | gan to continue my fport of tis work however ¢an, and | hope youwill also,

especially in these difecult economic times.

Please foward any questions hout he educational ministry ofrie ELCJHLto Dr. Charlie
Haddad, Directornf Education at chaddad @elcjhl.orgSenduture postal mail to he Ofsce
of Director of Education, Post Ofsce Box 14076, Muristan Roa#40 Jerusalem.

Some of yoknow that the Israeli goernment efusedto extendmy visa. Howevetike
Josephafter his trials in Egypt, Ican say hat whatever iman sbemes may inteh God's
plans are forgood,and the Sirit is now blowingme tavard nen adventures. amgrateful rusalem staff gathered
to be sole to continue to use mygerience in ducation,administration,spiritual direction = o ~ o )

and mastoral cae in nav ways aglirector of vocation am education for he ceaconess com April 8.

munity of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
Although \can never say like the late Pales

tinian poet,Mahmoud Darwish,'l come fom
there] there Wil always & aplace in myheart

for this beleaguered placeard | will always
think of myself as avint balad,a daughier of he
country.

As alwvays, lak for your prayers for he peace
of Jerusalemihe freedm ofBethlelem am Ra-
mallah and the rest of Palestineard justice for
all God's dhildren. Jesus taght us hat we ae all

God's chosen and beloved.

As sala’amu aleikum! Peace be with you!

. Sylvia Countess
Jerusalem, April 15, 2009

FAREWELL - The EL-
CJHL community bade a
fondfarewellto Sr . Sylvia
Countess (center, photo

below), who served as
assistant to the Director

of Education Dr . Charlie
Haddad (left) for four
years. Bishop  Munib
Younan (right) and the
rest of the ELCJHL Je-
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Azar and fellow Rev. Samer Azar attends LWF
participant at theology conference in Germany

Ié\r/]\(/:':e Ct?]rg?;;t ELCJHL Rev. SameAzar attended Theology in
ina s:eries the Life o Lutheran ChurchedrangormativePer-
called “Theol- spectives andPractices ©day in Augsburg Ger-
ogy in the Life many in March. Thecorference organized by the
of the Church.” LutheranWorld Federation brought together more
Central themes than 100 theologiangrom 30 countries to develop
included bibli- meanindul theological responses to somk their
cal interpreta- contectual challenges.

tion, systematic “It was marvelous to xperience the diversity

theology, wor-

; within the Lutheran communion today and to learn
ship and other

practices, and about the urq'ugness beah situation’ Azar said.
the church’s Augsburg.he s#d, has bgen amxample é Luther-
public role in an-Catholic tolerance sind&30.

society. Azar is the pastorfahe Church 6the Good Shep-
herd inAmman Jordan.




Pope Benedict XVI

Younan says pope’s visit a lift for Pal
Bishop Munib A. YounanjudgedPope Benedict

in the Holy Land

XVI's recent visit to th#iddle East better thane
pected. Swch high pro le visits generally raise the the HolyFather.

morale é the Christian community Younan said.
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estinian, Arab Christians

Younans one complaint about the visitas that
security measures made if diut for people to see

“We could not understand the tough security mea-

Younan praised the pofitfor calling attention to the sures’ Younan said: The peoplevanted to see him

signi cance d Palestinian Christiansyounan said and greet him and sge#o him, but urfortunately
the pope recogméd Palestinians need for justice the tough security measures caused mamgny

and human rights and an

end to the occupation-

nan said hevas“delighted to hear the popefarm
the needor two states and a shared Jerusalem.

Younan said he appreciated the pepsupport hewas able to interact thekgith local peoplein-
for strengtheningMuslim-Christian dialogueThis cludingGazan Christianswhowere allaved to trav-
was especially ifocus in Jordanwhere the pope el to Bethlehenfior the event.

metwith Muslim leadersYounan said the pope-e

“The pope gopredated
the role ofLutherans in
this part of the world.”

—MunibYounan

people not see hirh.
The pope celebrated massManger §uare in
Bethlehem orMay 13. Younanwas glad to see that

“The pope appreciated the rolé loutherans in

pressed admiratiofior €forts made by Jordanianthis part & the world,” Younan saidnating the high
faith leaders to promote peéigkecoexistence.
Younan attended gahering at theNotre Dame therans insraelPalestine. Theontiff's visit under
Center in Jerusalem dvWlay 11 with the pope and scores the interdependendediristians in the Holy
otherfaith leadersThe wo had a brieexchange in Land. “We need each other heré&rounan saidto
which the popeupon learning tha¥ounan is a Jeru- work ard witness togethefior the s&e o Christ and

salem residentikedfor a

blessingrom him.

degree 6 cooperation beteen Catholics and Lu-

for the sie d justice peace and reconciliatioX.

Tannous sees parallels between Dalit, Palestinian struggles

Just as Saul gave uppersecuted bylsraelis ence bufound the gpe-

persecuting Christians

for beingPalestinianre-

once he encountered Jegardless breigion,” he

sus so too will the op-
pressors b Palestinians
and Dalits become their
defenders fi they “show
[thei] eremies theface
of Jesus” Ashrd Tan-
nous saidThis was one
of Tannous impressions
of his trip to Bangok,
Thailand last March
to attend the Lutheran
World Federatiors Glo-
bal Ecumenical Con-
ference on Justicdor
Dalits. Dalits are people
who have been mginal-
ized in some southisian
societies. The corfer-
ence sought to promote
international ecumeni-
cal solidarity in secur
ing justice and raising
awareness fothe Dalit’'s
strugglefor survival.
Tamous said he sees
similarities betveen the
situations 6 Dalits and
Palestiniansnating their
shared history fohaving
their villages burned and
being humiliated op-
pressed anklilled. “I am

said ard Dalits are per
secutedor beingDalits.
He found theDalits he
met there to bevell edu-
cated sccial, humorous

and curious about oth- people” hesad. Hewas The prevalencefgrosti-

ers.

Tamous who served Dalits m&e their case peoplés sufering was
for the last year as vicarand drav the world’s evident in their eyeshe

for the ELCJHLcongre-
gation inRamallah sad

he knew nathing about

Dalits bdore the cofer-

But hefound it shok-
rience inspiring. ing that even Christians
“Illbe more open to mistreatDalits. Another
not only ght for my surprisewas host coun-
case but to ght for all try itsef.
the cases that are similar “Thailand is a very
to my case as ®ales- nice countrywith very
tinian and as oppressedpoor people¢ he si.
ELCJHL VICAR Ashraf
Tannous (center, bot-
tom) joined more than
100 theologians from

. . . around the world for
attention to it. To end said. the Global Ecumenical

oppression ball forms You can read MOre g o oneo on Justice
“‘we have to shout to theabout the coference at ¢or pajits in Bangkok.
world” togetherhe said. http://tiny.cdDUBEW3 X

impressedwith theway tution was shoking and
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PM VISIT — (from left)
Bishops Helga Haug-
land, Dr. Hans-Jurgen
Abromeit, Bishop
Munib Y ounan, P.A.
Prime Minister Salam
Fayyad, Rev. Hans-
Erik Nordin and Dr.
Kholoud Dubeis-Abu
Dayyah in Ramallah.

Visiting bishops meet with Fayyad, Jerusalem church leaders

A ddegation é Christian leaders metith Pal-
estinian Authority Prime Minister SalamFayyad
at hisRamallah & ceonMay 18. He said itwas a
“matter & high national interestto hdp Palestinian
Christians stay in the countiiversity and peadal
coexistence aréey to Palestinés surviva) he s&.
PA. Minister d Tourism Dr. Kholoud DubeisAbu
Dayyah also participated in the meeting. Bishap

bridges bateenfaith traditionshesdd. WhenYou-
nan proposed thdaith leaders meet regulanlyith
government b cials to voice their need$ayyad
said “You're pushing an open door hére.
Meetingwith Greek Orthodaox Patriarch Theophi-
los Ill, VELKD Presiding BishopDr. Johannes
Friedrich, aked the patriarch about tHeiture d
the Middle East Council foChurches The patriarch

nib A. Younan led the group on visits to the primagreedor the need to ferm the troubled ganiza-
minister aswell as local church leaders amidst hision and decidéif we are ready to serve the neefls o

the contribution b the
church to Palestinian

church promotes
justice peace tolerance

embodies he sad. For

ANNIVERSARY
INTERVIEWS — Rev.
Ibrahim A zar, center,
interviews long-time
ELCJHL members Abu
Moussa, left, and Aida
Haddad, right. The
interviews were part

of the

churchs anniversary cel-
ebrations. Asked about

the Christians in th#iddle East.

At a meetingvith Latin PatriarchFuad Wwal, You-
nan epressed gratitude thRope BenedicKVI had
addressed the needs Ralestinian Christians dur

society Fayyad said the ing his recent visit to the Holy Lanésked i the
love pontiff’s visit would strengthen church relatigns

Twal said relations are already good and that being

coexistence and non-vio- a tiny minority bringsPalestinian Christiansfaif-
lence. Thisin his percep-
tion, “iswhat Jesus Christ Samir Habibi at the Episcopal dioceselong-time

ferent traditions togetheFhegroup mewith Canon

resident 6 the United StatesHabibi told the group

this reasonthe church is “There is a mood in thd.S. to do something about
uniquely suited to build theMiddle East. X

Special guests, members speak about ELCJHL history and heritage

The planting 628,000 orange treeshe introduc-

Abu Moussawho was a memberfathe original

tion of netaloring, the rg female photographer ELCJHL church council at itsformation in 1959,

a bodk of Palestinian proverbs “There is a lot to talked about hev people used to call their church
be proud 6 in ou history” Rev. Mitri Raheb said “evangelicdl rather than“Lutheran” Asked i the
as he helped emcee a special anniversary progratmirch had changedloussa said“The church is
Prominent peoplevere intervieved on the topicsfo a living omganism?. Change and improvement are

witness and memoyyoles and visionsard ministry
and presence bare a large audience at the@erna-
tional Center bBethlehem oMay 16.

On the topic 6 witness and memoyMrs. Aida
Haddad tdted about hev he family waskicked out
of their home in1948. It was the churchvho wel-

comed themrenting them a room in a monastery.

inevitable. Themost important thinghe s, is to
“keep the message that gave us our Savior.

A graduate bthe Lutheran school systerRales-
tinian Authority Minister Dr. Kholoud DubeisAbu
Dayyah said the Lutheran church plays an important
role in fostering religious dialogue and in being a
leading voiceor justicefor Palestinians.

When thePA. todk responsibility for ed-
ucating its children irl9%, it had no text-
bodks, sad Mr. Abdullah Shkarneh PA.
education directdior the Bethleherbistrict.
Palestine is the onhArab country he s&d,
to create tetbodks for its Christian schools.
The Lutheran churcivas instrumental in this
effort.

Yusd Daher executive secretaryof the
Jerusaleninter-Chuch Centre sad the Lu-
theran church plays an important risiéorg-
ing compromises among Jerusalsr@hris-
tian churches.

Others taked about the importancef o
strengtheningPalestinian identity capital-
izing onPalestinian creativity and skieag a
visionfor the church through prayer.

ELCJHL Pastorimad Haddad summed up
the churchs history and vision nicelyOur
program is lovehope andaith” X




