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Easter Sunday

Many sayings from the world of sports have entered our common language.

· Keep your eye on the ball

· Three strikes and you are out

· The best offense is a good defense

· Drive for show, putt for dough

· And, here is another one:

· Now the ball is in your court.  

I was reminded of this last adage from the game of tennis as I reflected on today’s gospel.

The gospel of Mark seems to finish without a proper ending.  


The reader is left hanging as if there are some vital pages missing.  


With little transition, we move from fact to faith…






       from event to reply…..



The writer of the story seems to wait on the response of the reader.



At the end, the ball is clearly in the reader’s court.

Some background


Today, our first minutes of light are so different from that first Easter morning.

When they gathered, Mary and Mary and Salome, 





it couldn’t have been darker or more bleak.


Nothing had turned out the way they had hoped. 


Before and after the events in the Old City of Jerusalem




there were still the taunting soldiers with their terrible weapons 


Recent days had held betrayal, humiliation and torture…. and death 





Crowds – a week before jubilant –




were now easily dispersed by soldiers who were protecting the







         perpetrators, not the innocent!


Jesus of Nazareth, 



a son, nephew, friend.. the LORD of these 3.., was humiliated and killed.

It was a crushing defeat.

Many were left to wonder as were those two who were packing their bags for Emmaus,



“And, we thought he would be the one to redeem Israel.”

Just two days before, after the grisly death



  Shabbat was quickly approaching… so the burial was hurried. 



but now the women were returning to do the essential task 







more slowly, carefully and completely..

They intended to provide the intimate care to Jesus’ cold, bruised, life-less body.


So they carried their spices and ointments (in Greek – the word is aroma).






They carried the burial balms to the tomb 

So, the first Easter procession was not for the purpose of praising the Lord –








But, for embalming him.

That morning they set out for loving, intimate care.

Some of you may have had the holy privilege 


of caring for the lifeless body of a loved one.. 



perhaps you have done the tough work of early grief 




body-washing and wrapping the corpse in clean cloths. 


 Theirs was a holy obligation and a most tender mercy.



Most of us come from cultures that insulate us from this holy work 









and we miss a great deal. 






But, the women were not about to miss it.

Now it seems that holy men are best at processions (especially in this city)


While tender mercies are left to the women. 






 (But, that’s a sermon for another day.) 

The three women were expecting only labor and hopefully grief-moving-through-shock









nothing more than that.

Mark’s story evokes the women’s sorrow, vulnerability and tenderness.

On the way to the tomb, it occurs to them there would be a problem. 


 This one wouldn’t be emotional or spiritual – it would be physical. 


 They asked one another, “who will roll away the stone for us - 







from the entrance of the tomb?” 

They were there on Friday. They saw it.

       Surely, it took several strong men to nudge the huge stone down the inclined track.





It lodged with a thud and was not going to go anywhere.

The women knew they were not strong enough to push that stone back up its track.  







So, they wondered, “who will do it for us?”

Now, with verse 4 the surprises begin:


The stone was rolled back.  


A young man, dressed in a white robe, greeted them with the astonishing news:  


“Do not be alarmed.  



You are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified.  







He has been raised.  He is not here.”

Then, to confirm this astonishing announcement, 


the young man points to the place where the body had laid.  






The man said, “Look, here is the place.”

For the past several months, our gospel lessons have come from Mark.


You may recall that on several previous occasions



 after performing miracles or making a great teaching, 



the simple but perplexing message from Jesus was “don’t tell anyone.”  
(Biblical scholars call this the Messianic secret – 







it is laced through Mark’s gospel.)

Now, though, FINALLY the secret is out.  The lid is blown off.


The young man commissions this trio as history’s first missionaries:




He says to them, “Go, tell!
With that command, there is this promise:



 “you will see Christ in Galilee just as he told you.”

And, now comes the most puzzling part.


We might expect the women to run down the road singing “Alleluias,”





 shouting for joy, telling the world what they had seen.

But, no, the story says that they fled from the tomb.

“for terror and amazement had seized them… 



and they said nothing to anyone… for they were afraid.”

They ran away.      And,, that is the end of Mark’s gospel.

If you like happy endings,


If you are disappointed with abrupt and unfinished endings, you are not alone.

Even from the 2nd, century, there is evidence that other writers tried to tidy








 up the ending of Mark’s gospel.  
They added their finishing and more hopeful touches..


 they added extra verses, telling of appearances of the Resurrected Jesus – 






and they tell of several more miracles he performed.

(If you have a study Bible at home you can look this up.  


You will see the efforts of later writers who attempted to soften 








Mark’s jarring conclusion.)

But, the point of Mark’s gospel is not really the empty tomb.


No,  –  his point is the cross of Christ.


It is the cross through which God’s love for all people, for all creation is revealed.


There Christ had humbled himself and become obedient unto death.


Our best efforts to bring ourselves into right relationship with God and others 








ends in miserable failure.  


Nevertheless Christ died that our sins may be forgiven and








 that we may have eternal life.


That gift of new life comes solely through the grace and mercy of God in X.



There is nothing that you can do about that.  



You can simply accept that you and all people 







are loved just the way you are.








And, that Christ died for you.

Our sin leaves a canyon too deep and wide to cross 


but God in Christ takes the initiative, 




builds the bridge that we might be brought into right relationship.  

Mark want us to stand at the empty tomb with Mary, Mary and Salome.  



We need to stand at least long enough to acknowledge our own emptiness.

In Mark’s gospel, the empty tomb is the validation of the cross of Christ.

Michaela Bruzzese, writing in Sojourner’s magazine, offers a helpful perspective.

She writes:

“Mark’s minimalist ending is emblematic of his approach to discipleship 









both then and now.  


Absent are the easy formulas: 



we are left with mystery and questions both of which








 put the ball in our court.  

There is one young man at the empty tomb.  


His command to the women, “GO,” is also ours.


So, disciples of Christ, people redeemed by the love and mercy of God in X….



Go, find your way through your grief and heartache, 







for the risen Lord will be there.  Go and tell!  


Go, find a path of discipleship.. 



 where you can spend your life in service to others….







for the risen Lord will be out ahead of you.










GO AND TELL!


Go in faith, risk yourself to the unknown and become the community of believers, 

the Body of Christ in the world calling others to hope 








and new life in Christ.








        GO AND TELL THAT ONE!

As such, Mark’s ending is not an ending at all – but a beginning.






Now, the ball is your court.

