Word of greetings on the occasion of the ELCJHL anniversary
May 15th -19th 2009

by Bishop Dr. Hans-Jürgen Abromeit

on behalf of the Jerusalem Society and the Pomeranian Evangelical Church
Dear Bishop Younan,
Dear Excellences,

Dear brothers and sisters from ELCJHL,

Dear guests and partners from all over the world,


It is my pleasure and honour to bring my warmest congratulations to you on behalf of the Jerusalem Society and the Pomeranian Evangelical Church from northeast Germany. 
170 years of Evangelical Mission in the Holy Land, 

50 years of establishing the ELCJHL, and

30 years of episcopal service in the ELCJHL
To celebrate this triple anniversary names three good reasons to give praise and honour to Christ Jesus. All together we celebrate a quarter of a millennium of Lutheranism in the Holy Land. Hallelujah!
Who is the Jerusalem Society in Germany? The founding of the Jerusalemsverein in Germany marks the beginning of evangelical missions in the Holy Land. The interest in the Holy Land by German Protestants arose in the 1830s. A longing arose amongst many Christians in Germany for the Land of the Bible. So the Jerusalemsverein was founded and is, according to Bishop brother Munib, the mother of ELCJHL.
These early days of the evangelical missions in the Holy Land were very different from the situation today. There was no state of Israel and not even the merest hint of the establishment of a Jewish community in the years to come. And there was a strong Christian minority amongst the Palestinians. 
The commitment of the men and women who came into the country was based on the love of the Bible and a thankful heart. They understood that we as western Christians received so much from the land of Abraham, the prophets and Jesus Christ. By God’s grace, this soil became a bridge into heaven. Now they felt that it was their duty to give back the best they could: the Reformation and its principals for human society -- that is, to care for human dignity for everybody and to stand for freedom, justice and peace for any human being. This includes free education and care for the poor.

Through the years and the historical developments, many other duties came into sight. But it was from the very beginning and still is the assigned and demanding task of all efforts of the Jerusalem Society to help establish a just and peaceful society and to live together with Muslims, Christians and Jews in the Holy Land.
This partnership in ministry, lasting for 170 years already, is because of the importance of the Holy Land and of the holy city of Jerusalem. Here is the place where God, creator of heaven and earth, is worshipped (Gen. 14.19). And Abraham, the forefather of Israel and the Arab peoples, stepped into this worship. God always called out to all nations. In Christ he leads his church, his people, to bring his will to the whole world.

In this manner, Jerusalem is the culmination of God’s history with his creation. The universal perspective of Jerusalem as mother of all peoples is announced in Psalm 87:6: “The Lord will write in the register of the peoples: ’This one was born in Zion’” (NIV translation).
According to the Bible, this means all nations, not only one. We are all people of Jerusalem. Jerusalem and its surroundings belong to all mankind. It is a heritage for the world.
So it is my special pleasure and honour to present to the ELCJHL in the occasion of its church anniversary with a chalice that has written on it the words of Psalm 87:6: “This one was born in Zion.”
The Lord of all creation who called Abraham to bless all peoples, who called the people of Israel to bring his will to the world, and who came himself in Christ Jesus to reconcile man with God may bless the work he started in ELCJHL and may lead his people on his path into his kingdom. God bless.
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