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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

ELCJHL bishop judges pope’s visit an encouragement to all
Jerusalem – (May 25, 2009) ELCJHL Bishop Munib A. Younan judged Pope Benedict XVI’s recent visit to the Middle East “better than expected.” Such high profile visits generally “raise the morale of the Christian community,” Younan said. Younan praised the pontiff for calling attention to the significance of Palestinian Christians. Younan said the pope recognized Palestinians’ need for justice and human rights and an end to the occupation. Younan said he was “delighted” to hear the pope affirm the need for a two-state solution and a shared Jerusalem. 

Younan said he appreciated the pope’s support for strengthening Muslim-Christian dialogue. This was especially in focus in Jordan, where the pope met with Muslim leaders. Younan said the pope expressed admiration for efforts made by Jordanian faith leaders to promote peaceful coexistence.
Younan attended an interfaith papal audience at the Notre Dame Center in Jerusalem on May 11, 2009, with the pope and other local faith leaders. The two had a brief exchange, in which the pope, upon learning that Younan is a Jerusalem resident, asked for a blessing from him. 

Younan’s one complaint about the visit was that security measures made it difficult for people to see the Holy Father.

“We could not understand the tough security measures,” Younan said. “The people wanted to see him and greet him and speak to him, but unfortunately, the tough security measures caused many, many people not see him.”

The pope celebrated mass at Manger Square in Bethlehem on May 13. Younan was glad to see that he was able to interact there with local people, including Gazan Christians, who were allowed to travel to Bethlehem for the event. 

“The pope appreciated the role of Lutherans in this part of the world,” Younan said, noting the high degree of cooperation between Catholics and Lutherans in Israel-Palestine. The pontiff’s visit underscores the interdependence of Christians in the Holy Land. “We need each other here,” Younan said, to work and witness together for the sake of Christ and for the sake of justice, peace and reconciliation.
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